County of San Mateo

Inter-Departmental Correspondence

Department: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

DISTRICT 5
File #: 21-261 Board Meeting Date: 4/6/2021
Special Notice / Hearing: None
Vote Required: Majority

To: Honorable Board of Supervisors
From: Supervisor David J. Canepa, District 5

Supervisor Dave Pine, District 1
Subject: Adopt a Resolution to Declare the County of San Mateo as a Hate Free Zone
RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt a resolution to condemn hate crimes against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders and
declare the County of San Mateo as a hate free zone.

BACKGROUND:

The rate of anti-Asian hate crimes has increased by nearly 150% according to the Center for the
Study of Hate and Extremism. The national spike in anti-Asian hate crimes have prompted counties
across the country to implement actions that expand and clarify hate crime laws.

DISCUSSION:

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders account for 30% of the population in San Mateo County. The
number of hate crimes is anticipated to be much higher due to the large number of hate crimes that
go unreported.

It is critical to prevent and address bias and xenophobia against the Asian American and Pacific
Islander communities. Action must be taken to protect the Asian American and Pacific Islander
community, ensuring that the County of San Mateo is a hate free zone for all, especially for our most
vulnerable communities.

FISCAL IMPACT:
None
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