
Parks Department Recommendation: 
Off-Leash Dog Access Program 

Recommendation 

A. Policy Guidelines for Off-Leash Dog Access Pilot Program 

(1) Off-leash dogs must be under voice and sight control: 
a. Voice and sight control means the owner/handler must be in control of

dog(s) at all times and must be able to recall and leash dog(s) at any
time.

b. Owner/handler must have a leash for each dog under owner/handler
control.

c. Dog must return immediately when called (maximum of 10-second
return time).

(2) Dogs must remain on designated and signed trails, within view and earshot, 
and no more than 25 feet away from owner/handler. 

(3) Dogs must be on-leash in developed areas (i.e. near traffic, parking lot, lawn 
or play field deck, picnic areas, etc.). 

(4) No more than two dogs off-leash per owner/handler. 
(5) Dogs are presumed to NOT be under control when they: 

a. Threaten, harass, chase, or otherwise display aggression toward any
person, animals or wildlife;

b. Display threatening behavior;
c. Physically harm people directly or indirectly by their actions;
d. Touch or jump on other park users who have not invited or engaged in

interaction with the dog; or
e. Do not return when called (maximum of 10-second return time).

(6) Owner/handler must have physical control of dog(s) when approaching or 
being approached by park users not also engaged in off-leash dog recreation. 
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B. Two Off-Leash Dog Access Pilot Locations: Quarry Park and Pillar Point 
Bluff 

 
(1) Quarry Park: Off-Leash Dog Access Pilot Location #1 
 

Proposal at Quarry Park (see map below)  
• On-leash dogs are allowed on all trails 
• Off-leash dogs are allowed on designated multi-use trails 
• To protect children and sensitive species and habitat, dogs are not allowed in 

the playground or pond. 
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(2) Pillar Point Bluff: Off-Leash Pilot Location #2 
 

Proposal at Pillar Point Bluff 
• Sections of trails in Pillar Point Bluff are open to dogs off leash and under voice 

and sight control of their handler(s). See map: 
o Jean Lauer Trail, post 3-15 
o Ross’ Cove Trail, post 5-14 
o Between post 3 and 5 

• To protect sensitive species and habitat, dogs are prohibited in all marsh areas, 
on all trails leading down to the beach, and on the entire beach. 
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C. Criteria for Evaluation of the Off-Leash Dog Access Pilot Program 
 

There was consensus among the work group members to approve the following 
evaluation criteria for the off-leash dog access pilot program. 
 

 


