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Microenterprise Home Kitchen 
Operations (MEHKOs)

• AB 626
o MEHKOs became effective January 1, 2019.
o Allows operation ONLY if the County authorizes them 

by ordinance or resolution.
o Authorizes the use of home kitchens for small-scale, 

direct food sales by home cooks.
o Would apply to all cities and unincorporated                  

San Mateo County.

• San Mateo County Resolution: 
o January 29, 2019, the Board approved a resolution 

expressing support.
o Established a Subcommittee to develop an ordinance.



MEHKO Requirements
• 30 meals/day or 60 meals/week max.
• $50,000 in gross annual sales/year max.
• On-site dining, delivery or takeout.
• Onsite cooking classes, food 

demonstrations.
• May employ up to one employee.
• Permitted use of residential property per 

zoning, building and fire codes.
• No exterior advertisements.
• Food safety training required.



Grant Program
• Would support MEHKO entrepreneurs who 

meet eligibility requirements
• $62,500 in grant funding 
• 25 $2500 grants
• For business start up costs, including food 

safety training, advertising and marketing, 
online presence.

• Defined application window after October 1-
not first come, first served

• Eligible applicants selected at random.



Outreach
• Webpage: smchealth.org/microkitchen
• Email: mehko@smcgov.org
• MEHKO Overview Presentations:

• In person (North, South, Coast)
• Zoom webinars
• Multilingual (Spanish, Tagalog, Chinese)

• Social Media: Facebook, Twitter, Nextdoor
• Local Community Groups
• SMC Office of Community Affairs



Proposed Timeline
1st Week of 

August:
Begin 

Outreach 
Q&A 

Sessions

2nd Week of 
August:

Begin
accepting 

applications

September:
Training

October 1:
Permit 

issuance 



Recommendations
• Adopt an ordinance for a MEHKO    

2-year pilot in San Mateo County.

• Adopt a resolution authorizing:
 $238,000 to EHS to cover cost of 

operating a 2-year pilot program
 $62,500 for 25, $2,500 grants to 

MEHKO operators



Questions?
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