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Executive Team 2020-2021

Chair - Sathvik Nori
Co-Vice Chairs - Javier Nino-Sears & Lilian Chang

Secretary - Vikram Seshadri



Committees for 2020-2021

27 members; all virtual meetings

Environment
- Conservation; -

Immigrant Youth
Societal inequities; -

Civic Engagement
Policy analysis;

sustainability; waste; xenophobia; youth voter
climate change; sea promotion of engagement/registra
level rise resources tion;

Census 2020

Education and Economic Development
- Education during COVID-19;
economic recovery; anti-racist
education

Health and Wellness
- Mental health; alcohol, tobacco,
and other drug prevention;
- State of Youth Report




Immigrant Youth
Scholarship Overview

e Continued a scholarship for outstanding
immigrant youth who lack financial
resources for college

o Reached out to every high school in
San Mateo County

e Constructed application + essay questions
to help guide our selection process

e Received 19 applications
Awarded $1000 dollars to each of the 5
recipients

SAN MATEO COUNTY YOUTH
COMMISSION'S IMMIGRANT YOUTH
COMMITTEE

IMMIGRANT
YOUTH
SCHOLARSHIP

A $1000 academic scholarship for
outstanding immigrant youth from 12th
grade-25 years old in San Matec County

Application Deadline: April 30th, 2021
Apply here: https:/ /tinyurl.eom /IYC2021

For more infermation, contact
Javier Nifio-Sears
Chair, Immigrant Youth Committee
javierninosearsegmail.com
Misty Hommerding
Program Coordinator

mhommerdingesmegav.org




Census Newsletter

20208 A

Informing communities about the census sy

Translated into multiple languages
(Spanish, Mandarin, Tagalog)

Sent out to all San Mateo County High
Schools

Sent to other Youth Commissions in
California

Included great information letting people
know about how to fill out the Census G
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THINGS TO KNOW
ABOUT CENSUS 2020

* includes all members of 2
household

* collects basic information

*» complete by September 30th
* my2020census.gov

* funds critical programs

* by mail, online, or by phone
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Gen Z VVoter Conference - October 2nd and 3rd

- Held conference with My School Votes
- Worked with Immigrant Youth Committee for panel
- Phonebanked with Reclaim our Vote

- Over 100 attendees GEN ZVOTER

- Featured keynote speaker Assemblymember Kevin Mullin CONFERENCE
OUR CONFERENCE AUDIENCE!
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‘outh Empowering
th Conference

¥2Y: Youth to Youth

"The NorCal Youth Empowerment Conference -- Youth To Youth (Y2Y)

1) To provide inspirational speakers and information to provide motivation and inspiration for civically minded youth,

2) To share ideas, projects, and resources so that youth can grow their ideas rather than to work in isolation in every school and club, and

3) To provide lasting contacts and build a network so that youth can develop network connections in their area of interest. There can be a lot of
power in working together and uniting like-minded minds.

170 registered youth from 26 cities in the Bay Area

Mostly high school with some 8th grade and a few college

Attendees from: Redwood City; Belmont; San Carlos; Menlo Park; San Mateo; East Palo Alto; Foster City; Woodside; Los Altos; Mill
Valley; San Ramon; Sunnyvale; Burlingame, Fremont, Gilroy, Hillsborough, Millbrae, Pescadero; Petaluma; San Bruno; San Francisco;
San Jose; San Pablo; San Rafael; Saratoga; Union City

Local officials included: Congresswoman Jackie Speier; State Senator Josh Becker; Retired State Senator Jerry Hill; Anthony Chavez;
Youth Poet Laureate Madeleine Hur; East Palo Alto Councilman Antonio Lopez; East Palo Alto Councilwoman Lisa Yarbrough-Gauthier;
Belmont City Councilwoman Davina Hurt; Redwood City Councilman Jeff Gee; San Mateo City Councilwoman Amourence Lee; SUHSD
Board Member Shawneece Stevenson

“I loved how this conference informed us about how to take small steps and changes to make it better for our communities.”
“(This conference) made me feel heard and seen”

“Chavez’ speech remind(ed) me of all the power | hold to voice my beliefs as a youth”



Peer Court

Establishing a diversion program
for youth in the county

Gathered a group of youth
volunteers

Trained youth on restorative

justice




November 2020 m o
STUDENT ™
ADVISORY

I COMMITTEE

The San Mateo County Youth Commission and San Mateo " %%
County Office of Education Student Advisory Committee

Subject: Ethnic Studies in San Mateo County

Ethnic Studies Letter et et

Education serve to convey the youth perspective to community leaders. In light of racial justice protests in San Mateo County
and around the world, as well as the failure of AB331, which would have mandated an Ethnic Studies curniculum throughout

California, we, the youth of San Mateo County, attest that our county still urgently needs Ethnic Studics as part of a

hensi 1on of education to combat systemic racism.
Melina Abdullah, a professor of Pan-African Studies at California State University, Los Angeles, credits Black
Studies at her East Oakland high school with her inspiration to attend college.' As a scholar, she highlights that many
minority students feel disconnected from school because they “don't encounter topics that speak to their backgrounds,” but
when students take Ethnic Studies classes, “they find themselves.™ These classes help disadvantaged youth to embrace their

e Urged districts to adopt e

Indeed, Stanford Uni i have ified this value of Ethnic Studies. From 2010 to 2014,

educational scientists followed two cohorts of struggling students at a San Francisco high school, one which received Ethnic

StUdent_faCU Ity taSk Studies i ing di pes, and social justice movements) and one which did not. Students who

took Ethnic Studies were less likely to drop out of high school. The study found significant improvements among the Ethnic

Studies participants: a 21% increase in attendance, a 1.4 point increase in grade point averages, and a mean of 23 more

forces to implement s i

The students of San Mateo County have need for such improvements. From 2018-19, the county’s high school

° ° ° duation rates and collegy di were broken down by students’ ethnicities. San Mateo County measured A-G
Ethnic Studies curricula e e i
43% of students fulfilled these isites. The college reads of multiracial students was barely above average, at 46%,

while only 22% of Hispanic students, 19% of African Amenican students, 13% of American Indian students, and 10% of

e QOutreach is a project o —
opportunity for next year

"Nina Agrawal, "Overruling Cal State trustees, Newsom approves new ethaie studies requirement,” Los Angeles Times, last
mndlﬂed Aug\m 17, 2.02|J acn:anedNo\umberH 2020,
i 12020-08-17/gavil ethnic-stodies-cal-state-ah-1460,
“Lindsay McKenzie, *Is It Time for All Students to Take Ethaie Studies?," Inside Higher Ed, last modified October 22, 2020,
anx:essed Nr:uemhm' 23, 2020,

d /39 iadding-ethai di 1 jcula-has-longb 1 diffe

“Brocke Donald, "Stanford study suggests academic benefits to e|hnu, studies courses,” Stanford News, last modified Janoary 12,
2016, acceszed N ber 23, 2020, hitps:/; stanford, /12 ethnic-studies-benefits-011 216/




COVID-19 Safety Infographic

SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDE

e Reached out to schools to publicize a
graphic promoting quarantine
information and social distancing
procedures

o Qutlined the definitions/guidelines
for purple/red tier

o Provided information on COVID
variants, most effective masks ':ﬂm”

o Promoted social (Though 21721
distancing/vaccination

San Mateo County bs expected to mave
from Purple to Red Tier soon
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Climate Emergency Declaration

e (Goal was to coordinate a countywide high
school district Climate Emergency Declaration
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Waste and consumption, transportation, sustainable watersheds, marine ecosystems, land based
ecosystems and grounds, green buildings, food and nutrition, energy, air quality, and
environmental literacy
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[School District]
DECLARATION OF CLIMATE EMERGENCY

A resolution of the [school district] expressing the urgency of climate change, and cailing upon
School Distric! Boards to consider passing Climate Action Plans in al (¥ of campuses] in a
timaly manner.

WHEREAS, time is of the essence; the aclions we do or do nol take now and in the next few
years will determine the intensity of cimate change and its consequences for generations to
come; and,

WHEREAS, San Mateo County, sits in an ecologically sensitive area between the Santa Cruz
Mountain Range and Ihe San Francisco Bay esluarine shoreline, and every schocl district in the.
«county will be impacted as the effects of climale change (flocds, drought, blodiversity loss, high
heat day frequency) escalate; and,

WHEREAS, climate change is inherently threatening the health and well-being of all San Mateo
County youth through climate disruptions; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Califomnia has enacted policies and provided guidance for reducing the
stata’s ecological footprint through green facilities and i oritizis il

ion in curr and i ion, and ing for chibdren and youth to spend time
playing and leaming outdoors: additionally, the San Mateo County has taken a number of
measures address cimale change, Tacilitating the Regional Integrated Climate Action Planning
Suite (RICAPS) program that brings together the County and its 20 cities to plan and implement

to reduce GHG emissi ing Climata Rieady SMC to batter prapare San

Mateo County for the changing climata,” (San Mateo County Climate Emergancy Resolution));
and

WHEREAS, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors has invited all cities and other local
Jurisdictions and agencies to also approve a Climate Emergency Declaration; and,

WHEREAS, the [school district] has a responsibiity of providing community members with
physical, smat and i safety, to the current and future
impacts of dimate change; and,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT

1. We. the [School Districtl decane a climal reauiring i iate and effective
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Recommendations

- COVID-19 - As we finally emerge from the Pandemic, we must take steps to help support lower-
income youth, whose families struggled financially during the pandemic

- Education: Reinvest in solutions to insure a full-return to in-person school for the upcoming
year. Focus on the needs of minority youth who struggled especially hard with Distance
learning.

- Civic Engagement: increase opportunities (like the YC) for youth to be engaged in local
government. Especially important for issues like education that directly impact youth.

- Restorative Justice: Ensure that vulnerable populations of youth (such as those who are
incarcerated) have access to increased support systems. Build on the model of restorative
justice that the Pandemic has forced us to adopt.

- Environment: Encourage both public and private organizations within San Mateo County to
examine their sustainability practices and implement measures to make themselves more
Green.



Recognitions



Thank You!
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