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Commit tees for 2020-2 0 2 1

Environment
- Conservation; 

sustainability; waste; 
climate change; sea 
level rise

Immigrant Youth
- Societal inequities;

xenophobia; 
promotion of 
resources

Civic Engagement
- Policy analysis; 

youth voter
engagement/registra
tion;
Census 2020

Education and Economic Development
- Education during COVID-19; 

economic recovery; anti-racist 
education 

Health and Wellness
- Mental health; alcohol, tobacco, 

and other drug prevention;
- State of Youth Report 

27 members; all virtual meetings



Immigrant Youth 
Scholarship Overview
● Continued a scholarship for outstanding 

immigrant youth who lack financial 
resources for college
○ Reached out to every high school in 

San Mateo County
● Constructed application + essay questions 

to help guide our selection process
● Received 19 applications
● Awarded $1000 dollars to each of the 5 

recipients



Census Newsletter

- Informing communities about the census
- Translated into multiple languages 

(Spanish, Mandarin, Tagalog)
- Sent out to all San Mateo County High 

Schools
- Sent to other Youth Commissions in 

California
- Included great information letting people 

know about how to fill out the Census 



Gen Z Voter Conference - October 2nd and 3rd

- Held conference with My School Votes
- Worked with Immigrant Youth Committee for panel
- Phonebanked with Reclaim our Vote
- Over 100 attendees
- Featured keynote speaker Assemblymember Kevin Mullin



Norcal Y2Y Conference

"The NorCal Youth Empowerment Conference -- Youth To Youth (Y2Y)

1) To provide inspirational speakers and information to provide motivation and inspiration for civically minded youth,
2) To share ideas, projects, and resources so that youth can grow their ideas rather than to work in isolation in every school and club, and
3) To provide lasting contacts and build a network so that youth can develop network connections in their area of interest. There can be a lot of 
power in working together and uniting like-minded minds.

170 registered youth from 26 cities in the Bay Area

● Mostly high school with some 8th grade and a few college
● Attendees from: Redwood City; Belmont; San Carlos; Menlo Park; San Mateo; East Palo Alto; Foster City; Woodside; Los Altos; Mill

Valley; San Ramon; Sunnyvale; Burlingame, Fremont, Gilroy, Hillsborough, Millbrae, Pescadero; Petaluma; San Bruno; San Francisco; 
San Jose; San Pablo; San Rafael; Saratoga; Union City

● Local officials included:  Congresswoman Jackie Speier; State Senator Josh Becker; Retired State Senator Jerry Hill; Anthony Chavez; 
Youth Poet Laureate Madeleine Hur; East Palo Alto Councilman Antonio Lopez; East Palo Alto Councilwoman Lisa Yarbrough-Gauthier;
Belmont City Councilwoman Davina Hurt; Redwood City Councilman Jeff Gee; San Mateo City Councilwoman Amourence Lee; SUHSD 
Board Member Shawneece Stevenson

● “I loved how this conference informed us about how to take small steps and changes to make it better for our communities.”
● “(This conference) made me feel heard and seen”
● “Chavez’ speech remind(ed) me of all the power I hold to voice my beliefs as a youth”



Peer Court

● Establishing a diversion program 
for youth in the county

● Gathered a group of youth 
volunteers

● Trained youth on restorative 
justice



Ethnic Studies Letter

● Urged districts to adopt 
student-faculty task 
forces to implement 
Ethnic Studies curricula

● Outreach is a project 
opportunity for next year



COVID-19 Safety Infographic

● Reached out to schools to publicize a 
graphic promoting quarantine 
information and social distancing 
procedures
○ Outlined the definitions/guidelines 

for purple/red tier
○ Provided information on COVID 

variants, most effective masks
○ Promoted social 

distancing/vaccination



Climate Emergency Declaration

● Goal was to coordinate a countywide high 
school district Climate Emergency Declaration

Waste and consumption, transportation, sustainable watersheds, marine ecosystems, land based 
ecosystems and grounds, green buildings, food and nutrition, energy, air quality, and 

environmental literacy 



Youth Commissioner Liaisons



Recommendations

- COVID-19 - As we finally emerge from the Pandemic, we must take steps to help support lower-
income youth, whose families struggled financially during the pandemic

- Education: Reinvest in solutions to insure a full-return to in-person school for the upcoming 
year. Focus on the needs of minority youth who struggled especially hard with Distance 
learning.

- Civic Engagement: increase opportunities (like the YC) for youth to be engaged in local 
government. Especially important for issues like education that directly impact youth.

- Restorative Justice: Ensure that vulnerable populations of youth (such as those who are 
incarcerated) have access to increased support systems.  Build on the model of restorative 
justice that the Pandemic has forced us to adopt.

- Environment: Encourage both public and private organizations within San Mateo County to 
examine their sustainability practices and implement measures to make themselves more 
Green.



Recognitions



Thank You!
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