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• Purpose
– Adopted on 2/25/2020
– Reduce single-use plastic food ware 

• Pervasive pollutant with long-term 
harmful impacts

• Key Elements
– Transition from plastic to 

natural fiber food ware (e.g., paper 
and sugarcane) 

– Distribute accessories only when 
needed

Disposable Food Service Ware Ordinance



• Developed model ordinance
• County’s role in countywide collaboration

– Lead education and enforcement efforts within cities that adopt
• City adoption

– 6 cities: South San Francisco, Burlingame, Atherton, 
Half Moon Bay, Belmont, San Mateo

Countywide Collaboration



• Extend the operational and enforcement start date
– Current date: March 25, 2021
– Proposed new date: March 25, 2022

• Restaurants and other food facilities are experiencing 
unprecedented financial hardship as a result of COVID

Proposed Ordinance Amendment



COVID Impacts on Restaurants



Uncertainties

How long will the economic recovery take???



Still Taking Action

• Food ware accessories distribution efforts
– Launch volunteer outreach program to help restaurants
– Work with online food delivery companies to allow customers 

to proactively ask for accessories



Thank you! 
Questions?
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