PROCLAMATION

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
PROCLAMATION HONORING AND COMMENDING

World Alzheimer’s Month
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WHEREAS, Alzheimer's is the most common cause of dementia, a general term for memory
loss and other cognitive abilities serious enough to interfere with daily life. Alzheimer's disease
accounts for 60-80% of dementia cases; and

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's worsens over time. Alzheimer's is a progressive disease, where
dementia symptoms gradually worsen over a number of years; and

WHEREAS, Alzheimer’s greatest known risk factor is increasing age, and the majority of people
with Alzheimer's are 65 and older. But Alzheimer's is not just a disease of old age. Approximately
200,000 Americans under the age of 65 have younger-onset Alzheimer’s disease; and

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's is the sixth leading cause of death in the United States. On average, a
person with Alzheimer's lives four to eight years after diagnosis, but can live as long as 20 years,
depending on other factors; and

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's has no current cure, but treatments for symptoms are available and
research continues; and

WHEREAS, Alzheimer's current treatments cannot stop Alzheimer's from progressing, they can
temporarily slow the worsening of dementia symptoms and improve quality of life for those with
Alzheimer's and their caregivers; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Board of Supervisors of the County of
San Mateo, State of California, hereby designates September 1-30, 2020 as World Alzheimer’s

Month and encourages everyone to realize the importance of understanding Alzheimer's in our
communities.
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