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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNTY MANAGER  
 
It is my honor to present the Children, Youth, and Families Budget for FY 2019-
21. This report highlights the important and impactful County programming and 
services provided to children, youth, and families, and outlines information on 
program funding and sources.  

Children are our future, and the investments we make in them now, particularly 
in our most vulnerable communities, are imperative to paving the way for a 
more equitable, prosperous, and healthy future.  

From research, we know the earlier we invest in our children, the better. Early 
childhood development research has found that for every $1 spent, society 
receives a benefit of $4 to $9 over the course of a child’s life.1 As Marian Wright 
Edelman, the founder and president emerita of the Children’s Defense Fund, 
said, “The question is not whether we can afford to invest in every child; it is 
whether we can afford not to.” 

The FY 2019-20 Adopted Budget allocates $376.3 million dollars for programs 
that directly benefit children, youth, and families. In the following pages, 
selected programs in the categories of Health, Education, Wellbeing, and 
Engagement are highlighted. This report also provides data on the children and 
youth of San Mateo County, including outcome measures to consider how our 
young people are faring on a variety of measures. These measures emphasize 
the importance of County programming and help us identify gaps and 
opportunities to inform our future investments.  

Our efforts are to improve the lives of every child in our community not only 
today but into tomorrow. The County of San Mateo is committed to improving 
the quality of life for every child, youth, and family member in our community. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Mike Callagy 
County Manager/Clerk of the Board 

1Center on the Developing Child (2007). Early Childhood Program Effectiveness (InBrief).  
Retrieved from www.developingchild.harvard.edu. 
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1 
A healthy mind, body, and spirit that enable them 
to maximize their potential. 2 

A healthy attachment to a parent, guardian, or 
caregiver, and an ongoing relationship with a caring 
and supportive adult. 

3 
Essential needs – get nutritious food, shelter, 
clothing, health care, and accessible 
transportation. 

4 
A safe and healthy environment, including homes, 
schools, neighborhoods, and communities. 

5 
Access to a 21st century education that promotes 
success in life, in future careers, and a love of life-
long learning. 

6 
Training in life skills that will prepare them to live 
independently, be self-sufficient, and contribute to 
their community. 

7 
Employment opportunities with protections from 
unfair labor practices. 8 

Freedom from mistreatment, abuse, and neglect. 

9 
A voice in matters that affect them. 

10 
A sense of hope for their future. 

 

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors in 2008, the Bill of Rights for Children and Youth serves as a statement of commitment and 
vision for providing services to children and youth in San Mateo County. This document, written in collaboration with youth, 
declares that young people of our County hold specific rights by virtue of their age and stage of mental and social development. 
These rights include the following for every young person:  

BILL OF RIGHTS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
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 Children and youth are defined as persons under
age 18. However, some programs for Foster Youth
serve clients up to age 21. When program spending
for youth under age 18 cannot be separated from
spending on clients up to age 21, the entire
program cost is included.

 Spending for programs where adults receive money
based on the presence of a child or youth are
included.

 Spending for programs that benefit the general
public, even if those programs benefit children and
youth, are not included.

 Programs that indirectly benefit children and youth
are not included.

 Capital projects are not included.

Unless specified otherwise, the data presented in this 
report are for children and youth under the age of 18 
who live in San Mateo County (SMC). 

Throughout this report, outcome measures were 
selected by subcategory to highlight how children and 
youth in SMC are faring on a variety of measures. In 
some instances, outcome measures with quality data 
were not available, so indicators or output measures 
were selected instead. 

While the County of San Mateo (the County) funds 
programs that work to improve the outcome measures in 
this report, the County does not have the ability to fully 
impact or control them. 

However, these measures were selected to highlight the 
importance of the County’s work, and help stakeholders 
identify gaps, celebrate gains, and inform future 
investments. 

METHODOLOGY 

Data and Outcome Measures Criteria for Services Included 
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58% 24% 12% 5% 1% 
English Only Spanish Asian and 

Pacific Island 
Languages* 

Other Indo-
European 
Languages 

Other 
Languages 

 San Mateo 
County California 

Children 
of Color* 26% 25% 

White 7% 11% 

33% of households have at  least 
one member under 18 

 

161,248 children and youth under 18 
 

 
 

     

     

 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

 21% of the county’s total population 
 

 
 

     

     

 

Race and Ethnicity 

 
 

     

    
 

 Language Spoken at 
Home, Ages 5 to 17 

 
 

     

    
 

 

Poverty Rates* 

 
 

     

    
 

 

8% live below the Federal 
 poverty line 
 

 
 

     

    
 

20% live below the California 
Poverty Measure 
 

 
 

     

* The Federal poverty line assigns poverty thresholds by family size and 
the age of family members, with no geographical variance. The 
California Poverty Measure (CPM) adjusts for geographical cost of living 
and available social safety net resources. See citations for more details. 

Households 

 
 

     

    
 

 

2.89 people live in the average 
 household  

Immigration 

 
 

     

    
 

 

6% were born outside the 
United States 

55% have one or more parents 
 who are immigrants 

California Poverty Measure, Average 2014-2017 
 

*Breakout data on the language spoken within the Asian and Pacific Island Languages 
category was not available by age. In the total county population, the most common 
languages in this category are Chinese (including Mandarin and Cantonese) and Tagalog. 

*Due to small sample sizes, poverty rates could not be 
provided in more detailed race/ethnicity groups. 

 

28% 
Under 5 

 

29%
5 to 9 

 

16% 
15 to 17 

 

 

27% 
10 to 14 
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IN FY 2019-20 

695 

200 
DISTRIBUTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

LOCATION 2017 2019 

Sheltered 97 103 

Unsheltered 19 16* 

Total 116 119 

Social Services 

Homelessness 

$233 Million 
FY 2019-20 Total Budget

CHILDREN’S FUND 
The Children’s Fund Program was founded in 1973 as a grassroots effort by 
social workers to assist foster and low-income children to access goods and 
services that are not available through public funds. Every year over 4,500 
children and youth receive resources from this program.  

WELLBEING 
$8.5 Million 
Measure K Funds

Percent of Children who Exited to a 
Permanent Placement Within 12 Months 
of Entering Foster Care, FY 2017-18 

California Child Welfare Outcomes and 
Accountability System measure to consider 
effectiveness of placement services. California 
average for FY 2018-19 not yet available. 

Number and Location of Families 
Experiencing Homelessness in the 
One Day Homeless Count 

HOMELESSNESS AND SAFETY NET SERVICES 
The Human Services Agency (HSA) contracts with eight Core Agencies in 
strategic locations to ensure safety net services – food, emergency utility 
assistance, transportation, and coordinated entry – are offered throughout 
the county. In addition, HSA also partners with various shelter providers to 
offer emergency housing assistance to homeless families and veterans.   

*While no unsheltered families were directly
observed, it was estimated that 16 families 
with children were experiencing homelessness 
in cars, tents, encampments, and/or RVs. 

DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES – LIBRARY OUTPOSTS 
Child Support Services is partnering with libraries in both Half Moon Bay and Daly City (John Daly Branch) to provide services 
closer to home for customers living in those communities. Establishing and enforcing child support orders can be difficult to 
navigate for both the parent responsible for paying as well as the parent or guardian receiving support. Add the daily demands 
of work and family, and time becomes even more valuable. Child support staff at these locations provide services so parents 
and guardians can spend more quality time with their family. Customers have stated that they appreciate the time saved and 
the reduced travel required to speak with a caseworker and handle important business related to their case.   

The Back-to-School Backpack and School Supply 
distribution ensure that low-income and foster children 
in grades K-12 start the school year with the tools they 
need, feeling prepared and ready to learn. The Costume 
Drive provides school-age children costumes to ensure 
they can dress up for Halloween school parades, 
community contests, and Trick-or-Treating. 

HSA partnered with LifeMoves, 
the Office of Supervisor Warren 
Slocum, the County Veterans 
Commission, and the Redwood 
City American Legion Post 105, 
to give toys, clothes, and gift 
cards to over 40 children at 
Haven Family House, a shelter 
for homeless families operated 
by LifeMoves (pictured right). 
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Felony Misdemeanor 

% of 
County 
Youth 

Hispanic 50% 57% 33% 

Black 19% 9% 2% 

Juvenile Justice 

63% 
State and Federal Funds 

 

8  
Departments 

145,466  
Estimated Number Served 

 

Number of Juveniles Arrested for 
Misdemeanors and Felonies 

Disparities by Race and Ethnicity  
in 2018 Arrest Data 

 

 

THE FAMILY PRESERVATION PROGRAM (FPP) 
The Probation Department’s FPP serves youth ages 12 to 18, with a primary 
focus on youth with recent criminal charges that resulted from behaviors 
related to significant emotional or mental health issues, escalating familial 
issues, or a high risk of being placed out-of-home.  

The program’s primary goal is to maintain youth in their homes by 
expanding the use of intensive supervision, flexible support services, and 
community-based resources. The FPP works with Behavioral Health and 
Recovery Services, Children and Family Services, schools, and other 
strength-based agencies to provide therapeutic services for the youth and 
their families.  
 

THE JUVENILE ASSESSMENT CENTER 
The Probation Department’s Juvenile Assessment Center provides the point 
of entry for intake and assessment of youth who have encountered the 
juvenile justice system. Based upon a risk/needs assessment from a 
multidisciplinary team, a recommendation that includes a balance of 
accountability and support/treatment services is completed and discussed 
with the youth’s family. Diversion-eligible youth can be referred to a range 
of programs and services including the Petty Theft Program, Juvenile 
Mediation Program, Victim Impact Awareness Program, and Traffic Court. 

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE TO REVITALIZE  
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD (CARON) 
The CARON program focuses on reducing gangs, drugs, and violence; building  
community trust in law enforcement; and strengthening family relationships. 

SHERIFF’S ACTIVITIES LEAGUE (SAL) 
SAL programs focus on building the bond between deputies and youth. 

Mimi Rios, pictured left, has overcome many obstacles, including 
depression and the loss of a loved one. When she joined the SAL’s 
Empowering Young Women program, she began to see that education is 
the key, and drugs and drinking are never the way out. She is currently 
attending the College of San Mateo and plans to transfer to a university. 

America Nava, pictured right, used SAL’s soccer program as an escape from 
her home life and school struggles and joined SAL’s mentoring program.  

The CARON program has helped me to grow personally and assimilate into the 
community. Thanks to the CARON program my oldest daughter now wants to 
pursue a career in law enforcement. This is an excellent program because it 
teaches us the tools to not only help ourselves, but others. By trusting law 
enforcement and working together, we create a safer community.” 
                               - Edelmira Vera, CARON participant 
                                   - Edelmira’s family, pictured left 

“Because of SAL, I can finally see a bright future.” - America 
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 $115 Million 
FY 2019-20 Budget HEALTH 

$5.3 Million 
Measure K Funds 

Prenatal & Perinatal 

Percent of Live Births that were Low 
Birth Weight, FY 2018-19 

This indicator is tracked and provided by County 
Health’s Family Health Services. The 2020 
Benchmark was set by Healthy People, which 
provides science-based, 10-year national 
objectives for improving health outcomes. 

 

 

BREASTFEEDING PEER COUNSELOR PROGRAM  
Vilma is a first-time mother referred to the WIC Program Lactation Support 
team from the Nurse-Family Partnership for concerns about her ability to 
breastfeed due to severe scarring from 3rd degree burns she suffered as a 
child. The Lactation Support team was able to determine that Vilma would 
be able to breastfeed but would need to be fitted for special equipment. 
Vilma and the team were able to obtain and fit the tools she needed to 
successfully pump breastmilk. Vilma was overjoyed at being able to provide 
for her baby and continues to pump milk for him. She is very grateful for 
the support she received from the Lactation Support team.  

HOME VISITING SERVICES  

NURSE-FAMILY PARTNERSHIP 
WOMEN, INFANTS, & CHILDREN (WIC) 

Yessica is a single mother who came to the 
US in her teens and graduated from San 
Francisco State University last year. She was 
referred to the Nurse-Family Partnership 
program after being screened at her WIC 
clinic. She works as a nanny and lives with 
her mom and sister so she can dedicate time 
to her infant.  

Yessica has successfully breastfed her son for 
6 months; she is committed to continue until 
he is 12 months old. She is motivated to 
obtain her independence and her case 
manager is sure that anything Yessica sets 
her mind on she will accomplish. 

Joining this program has benefited me in so many ways, now I can say I’m 
not alone, there are always people willing to help. I feel stronger and I’m 
not scared anymore to ask for help.” 
      - Yessica Obando-Cristobal, pictured above 
                      Nurse-Family Partnership program participant 

A 17-year-old client who became pregnant at age 14 was referred to the 
Home Visiting program. During her time in the program the client received 
support that allowed her to continue her education, connect to behavioral 
health services, and apply for DACA, all while caring for her special needs 
child who was born with a rare genetic disorder.  

The client is now a permanent resident, has graduated from high school, 
was awarded scholarships, and is attending San Francisco State University 
where she is studying to become a nurse. Her child continues to receive the 
special care she needs and is in good health. 

 

Pictured above: Vilma with her baby, Yovanni 
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54% 
State and Federal Funds 

 

4 
Departments 

101,590  
Estimated Number Served 

 

SCHOOL SHARE TABLE PROGRAM Medical Care & 
Prevention Did you know that 62.5 million tons 

of food is wasted each year, while 
42.2 million people in the United 
States don’t have enough food to 
eat? Even right here in the heart of 
the San Francisco Bay Area, one of 
the most affluent places to live, there 
are parents struggling to put food on 
the table for their kids.  

     
   

      
        

       
      

     
     
     

     
      

      
      

       
     

      
      

     
     

      
     
      
     

 

 

     
    
      

       
     

    
     

       
    

    
 

 

Mental Health 

Children with Health Insurance, 2018  
 

The share table has been a great success. Ms. Haver, the cafeteria manager, 
has done a great job setting up a protocol. Many students are being fed 
nutritious food, quite a few augmenting what they may lack from home, and 
much less food is wasted each day.”  
  -  Principal Gregg Ramich, pictured above with Ms. Haver 
     Buri Buri Elementary School, South San Francisco 
            

 

THERAPEUTIC DAY SCHOOL PROGRAM (TDS) 
9th Graders Experiencing Chronic 
Sadness or Hopelessness in the Past 
12 Months, 2015-17 Average 

One TDS client struggled with academic, behavioral, and emotional issues, 
which led her to stop attending school altogether. Her social anxiety was so 
high that she rarely left home. She began to act out by being verbally and 
physically aggressive with family. The client started receiving support 
through school-based services in middle school and eventually received 
wrap around services through SAYFE (Short-Term Adjunctive Youth and 
Family Engagement). SAYFE helped her to transition to the TDS program. 
She connected well with the program and developed insight into herself 
and her family. She became an academically successful student, who had 
positive relationships with most adults and was well liked by peers.  

In response, San Mateo County Environmental Health Services started the 
Food Share Table Program with a goal of no hungry kids at school and to 
divert food from ending up in landfills emitting methane, a greenhouse gas 
that contributes to climate change. To date, twelve schools (about 5,300 
students) have incorporated the program into their mealtime. 

 
Interested in starting a Food Share Table 
Program at your school? Reach out to 
San Mateo County Environmental Health 
Services at (650) 372-6252 or visit 
smchealth.org/sharetable for more 
information. 

 

SMC’s children’s insurance rate was the 2nd 
highest out of all counties in California in the 
2018-19 ChildrenNow Report. 

30% 
CA 

27% 
SMC 

Data is from the California School Climate, 
Health, and Learning Surveys’ (CalSCHLS) 
California Healthy Kids Survey. Data for  
2017-19 is not yet available. 

 

 

TDS provides treatment for youth experiencing emotional or behavioral 
problems that interfere with their ability to succeed in mainstream schools. 

PERINATAL RESIDENTIAL SUBSTANCE USE TREATMENT 
Jessica entered treatment at Women’s Recovery Association as a self-described “broken woman” after addiction and depression 
resulted in her losing custody of her infant son. She worked tirelessly on her recovery, following Child Protective Services 
guidelines so she could reunite with her son. She regained full custody of her son while in treatment and has since received a 
housing voucher and will be moving into her very own apartment with her son soon. She continues to attend outpatient 
treatment to build a stable foundation in recovery to create a healthy home for herself and her son. 
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Early Childhood 

K-12 

$28 Million 
FY 2019-20 Total Budget 

THE BIG LIFT 

In 2015, the Human Services Agency commissioned an early learning 
facilities needs assessment, which concluded SMC would need 13,981 new 
childcare and preschool spaces by 2025. Build Up San Mateo County was 
created to close this gap and provide technical assistance to improve facility 
quality. As of FY 2019-20, more than 1,500 childcare and preschool spaces 
have been built or are in the development pipeline. 

EDUCATION
 

$10.3 Million 
Measure K Funds 

Preschool Quality, Based on the 
California Quality Rating and 
Improvement System (QRIS) 

 

3rd Graders Meeting or Exceeding 
Literacy Standards 

THE BIG LIFT & COUNTY LIBRARIES – INSPIRING SUMMERS  
Big Lift Inspiring Summers, the four-week summer literacy camp held in 
seven county school districts, completed its fourth summer in 2019, helping 
nearly 1,200 students get ready for the upcoming school year and avoid 
summer learning loss. The program is free for low-income families. 

Big Lift Inspiring Summers includes literacy instruction in the morning, an 
afternoon of hands-on STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and 
mathematics) enrichment, and two healthy meals. 

Since the program’s inception, participating children have gained an 
average of 1.5 months of reading skills, as opposed to the average 
two-month loss experienced by lower income children. 

 
Our camps are preventing kids from experiencing the summer slide and 
learning loss. We’re asking them to read and do critical thinking every day, 
and you can tell that it is setting them up for success in the future.” 
                  - Kathryn Wiszowaty 
      Big Lift Inspiring Summers Coach 
                       Program Specialist, County Library 

We are a family of four that lives in San Mateo County and it is an expensive 
area. Without Big Lift, my 4-year-old daughter would not have gone to 
preschool. My daughter absolutely loves going to school and it just makes 
my day to hear everything that she learned after my long days at work.”             
      - Mother in Daly City 

BUILD UP SAN MATEO COUNTY  

GOAL: Increase the percentage of third grade students who read 
proficiently from 50 percent to 80 percent. 

The Big Lift is a partnership between the County of San Mateo, San Mateo 
County Office of Education, Silicon Valley Community Foundation, San 
Mateo County Libraries, and seven school districts. The Big Lift provides two 
years of quality preschool, summer experiences, and supports to sustain 
children’s progress so they are reading proficiently by the end of 3rd grade. 
In FY 2019-20, there were 1,871 Big Lift preschool spaces. 

Big Lift  
Kids:  

are 22% more 
kindergarten ready 
than kids who don’t 
attend preschool 

have an average 
annual family  
income of $38,446 

experience a 10% 
drop in chronic 
absenteeism  

GOAL: Create 3,000 new childcare and preschool spaces in SMC. 
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Job Readiness 

37% 
Funded by Measure K 

 

7  
Departments 

123,476  
Estimated Number Served 

 

SUPPORTED TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 
(STEP) 

In FY 2018-19, twenty-six former foster youth participated in STEP to build 
their workplace readiness skills and gain valuable coaching and workplace 
experience. Foster youth historically face underemployment and low high 
school and college enrollment rates.  

92% of STEP interns either enrolled in college, were in the process of 
completing a high school diploma, or were employed within one 
year of participating in the program. 

STEP aims to provide holistic support to youth who face tremendous 
barriers yet are incredibly resilient and eager to learn and get ahead. 
Through ongoing coaching and program support, interns build skills, 
confidence, and knowledge as they transition into the workforce and work 
through self-sufficiency. 

 

JOBS FOR YOUTH 
Every year, Jobs for Youth provides 20 Scholarships worth $1,500 each to 
deserving youth. In 2019, one of these deserving youth was Isabella 
Marinos, a Mills High School graduate who is the first in her family to go to 
college. Isabella is passionate about improving the lives of those around 
her, and she dreams of solving both individual and social problems as a 
psychology and engineering double major. The Jobs for Youth Scholarship 
allowed Isabella to begin her college journey at Skyline this Fall, where she 
is truly thriving. 

I am so grateful for the intern opportunity the STEP program has given me, 
my life has changed for the better through this experience. It has given me 
a reason to become a better version of myself, as well as wanting to go 
back to school to further my education. To look back 2 ½ years ago, I would 
have never thought I’d be in the position I am in today and to have a voice 
in San Mateo County.  

I owe it all to STEP for giving me the foundation to strive and prosper and 
the wonderful people behind it. Most importantly, I give myself credit for 
acknowledging the position I had been given and to really make the most 
out of this internship. Thank you STEP and San Mateo County for helping 
me pursue my dreams and truly seeing the potential that resides within 
myself.” 
    - Joaquin Preciado, pictured left 
      STEP Intern 

Students in the 2019 Graduation Cohort 
who were College or Career Ready 

45% 
SMC 

44% 
CA 

This measure is tracked by the California 
Department of Education, using a 
combination of indicators, to gauge how 
well-prepared students are for further 
education or employment. 

I know that this scholarship will help me transition into becoming a more 
independent student as I navigate through college. Additionally, it will help 
ease the financial burden of my schooling on my parents. I could not be 
more excited to start building my path to success! Thank you for helping 
me get one step further to achieving my dreams.” 
    - Isabella Marinos, pictured left 
      Scholarship Recipient 
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 $538 Thousand 
FY 2019-20 Total Budget 

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM  

$16 Thousand 
Measure K Funds 

Sophie has participated in the Parks Department’s Junior 
Ranger Program for the last three years and has attended 
several different events. She and her brother, Alex, have 
enjoyed Fishing with a Ranger at Coyote Point, Archery at 
Huddart Park, and discovering hidden treasure at 
Fitzgerald Marine Reserve. At the program’s last event, 
Sophie and Alex learned about horses at Wunderlich Park 
and enjoyed equestrian crafts.  

After the program, they decided to contribute to this 
year's charitable donation to partners at the Friends of 
Huddart and Wunderlich Parks, who will use their 
donation to fund buses for low income schools to visit 
our parks this coming school year! 

 

Civic Engagement 
18-25-Year-Olds Registered to Vote, 2018 
 

Recreation & 
Community Events  

Percent of Parks Programs Targeted 
Towards Children in FY 2018-19  

 45% 

This measure was tracked and provided by 
the Parks Department.  

YOUTH COMMISSION 

ENGAGEMENT
 

DAD & ME @ THE PARK   
The Dad's Workgroup is comprised of representatives from the Human 
Services Agency, County Health, Probation, Child Support, County Library, 
and First 5 to develop fatherhood engagement strategies and support for 
at-risk fathers in San Mateo County. Dad & Me @ the Park was attended by 
over 200 parents and children in 2019. The invitation to this event was 
shared with families receiving County services. 

 

The Youth Commission is an advisory commission to the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors, established in 1993 to address youth need in the 
county and provide youth voice in local government. The Commission 
consists of 26 members, between the ages of 13-21, who reside or attend 
school in San Mateo County. 

 

The Youth Commission has given me the 
opportunity to create friendships that will last a 
lifetime. I have proudly become the first youth 
liaison to the Board of Education. I am able to work 
closely with Superintendent Nancy Magee, who 
has been so kind and inspirational. Being able to 
advocate for youth and deepen my knowledge and 
passion for the education system has made me 
work harder to implement positive change in my 
community.” 
 - Commissioner Sydney Mufarreh 
   Mills High School senior, pictured right 

Dad & Me @ the Park is a free annual resource fair and BBQ held on 
Father’s Day weekend that brings together dads in County programs and 
their children to celebrate fatherhood. This past year we brought the 
event closer to families in southern San Mateo County by hosting the 
event at Flood Park in Menlo Park for the first time.” 
    - Supervisor Dave Pine 

58% 
SMC 

48% 
CA 

SMC registration rate of this group was the 
2nd highest out of all counties in California in 
the 2018-19 ChildrenNow Report.  

This measure was chosen since civic engagement 
during childhood is correlated to civic 
engagement in adulthood. 
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69% 
Grants and Other Revenue 

 

5  
Departments 

10,819  
Estimated Number Served 

WASTE MANAGEMENT  
WESTBOROUGH MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Corinna Low, a 7th grade science teacher, 
partnered with the Office of Sustainability 
(OOS) to take on waste as the foundation of 
a science unit, posing the question “Does our 
trash ever really disappear?” Students used 
concepts of physics to examine the life cycle 
of different everyday products and their 
city’s waste practices and laws. OOS 
program staff worked with her classes 
throughout the year, enhancing the 
classroom with hands-on activities.  

 

 

Teacher Jessica Valera and her Advanced Placement Environmental Science 
(APES) students examined the issues of waste management as part of their 
course curriculum. While examining how human actions impact 
environments all over the world, the OOS Schools Program provided each 
class with a worm bin and educated the students about the factors required 
to maintain their own balanced ecosystem and the importance of diverting 
organics from being landfilled. Using the concept of compost as a critical 
part of waste management helped students make the connection between 
food waste and organics diversion with methane production and global 
climate change.  

As part of a final project, students researched their school’s current waste 
practices and devised possible solutions for improvement. This led to an 
initiative to improve waste reduction practices on their campus. The school 
is also a current recipient of an OOS 4R’s Mini-Grant to help provide 
financial assistance to create a new waste management system. This 
important work continues with Ms. Valera’s four APES classes this school 
year.  

 

Environment  

Number of Students Reached Across 
Office of Sustainability Programs in  
FY 2018-19 

16,535 

This measure was tracked and provided by the 
Office of Sustainability. This number includes 
joint activities and presentations with other 
partner agencies and departments. 

The students played the OOS 4R’s Unit games, which illustrated the 
processes involved in the production, distribution, and end of life practices 
for the everyday products we all depend upon. Next, they learned all about 
plastic pollution and marine debris and used this information to develop 
persuasive writing campaigns around their choice of waste issues. Students 
worked on a variety of campaigns; everything from writing to their 
superintendent about reducing single use plastic waste in the cafeteria, to 
urging Boba shops to change their plastic straws, to rap songs about the 
Pacific Garbage Patch! The year culminated in an OOS 4R’s field trip to the 
South San Francisco Scavenger/Blue Line transfer station, where students 
came face to face with the mountain of trash they learned about during the 
year. Thanks to these activities, these students are now knowledgeable and 
aware of the impacts of the world’s waste issues and are part of the 
solution. 

 
WASTE MANAGEMENT  
ARAGON HIGH SCHOOL 

13



14



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

      

 
WELLBEING HEALTH EDUCATION ENGAGEMENT TOTAL 

FY 2019-20 232,877,206 115,366,078 27,523,884 537,749 376,304,917 

FY 2020-21 237,868,448 126,785,136 23,524,491 670,383 388,848,457 

 
BUDGET SUMMARY 

Funding Sources 

Funding by Category 

Budget Summary Background 
The allocations summarized below represent the total budget for programs and services for children, youth, and families for FY 
2019-20 and FY 2020-21. The County of San Mateo has a two-year budget process. The dollars presented for the first year in the 
cycle, FY 2019-20, represent what was adopted by the Board of Supervisors in September 2019 as the FY 2019-20 Adopted 
Budget. The dollars presented for the second year of the cycle, FY 2020-21, represent what the Board of Supervisors accepted as 
the FY 2020-21 Preliminary Recommended Budget. The Board of Supervisors will adopt the FY 2020-21 Adopted Budget in 
September of 2020. The final FY 2020-21 Adopted Budget may differ from the allocations presented below.   

FY 2019-20 
Total: $376.3 M 

FY 2020-21 
Total: $388.8 M 

15



 

 

 

 

 

 

Number Served: Departments provided an estimate of the number of children, youth, and families that will be 
served by programs and services in FY 2020 and FY 2021. These estimates are imperfect as 
each department tracks participation differently (individuals, unduplicated individuals, 
families/households, etc). However, this is our best estimate of program/service reach. 

  
State Funding: Captures dollars received from the State of California to fund programs/services. 
  
Federal Funding: Captures dollars received from the Federal Government to fund programs/services. 
  
Measure K: Captures dollars allocated from Measure K Revenue, a countywide half-cent sales tax 

extension passed by local voters in November 2016, to support programs/services. 
  
Other Revenue: Captures dollars received that do not fit into other categories, such as grants. 
  
Net County Cost: Captures dollars allocated from the County’s General Fund. 
  
Total Requirements: Sums all funding sources to calculate the total budget for each program/service. 

 

 BUDGET DETAIL 

Column Definitions 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
Number of children and youth under 18, percent of total County population, and age distribution 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2018: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
Age and Sex, TableID: S0101, Release Date: December 2019 

Breakdown by Race and Ethnicity 
Kidsdata.org, Summary: San Mateo County, Child Population by Race/Ethnicity  
California Dept. of Finance, Race/Ethnic Population with Age and Sex Detail, 1990-1999, 2000-2010, 2010-2060 (Jan. 2018); 
U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates, Vintage 2017 (Jul. 2018) 

Note: Race/ethnicity categories are mutually exclusive (i.e., African American/black, American Indian/Alaska  
Native, Asian American, multiracial, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and white groups exclude Hispanic/Latino 
children). Data is estimated using population change models benchmarked to official decennial census counts.  

Language Spoken at Home, Ages 5 to 17 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2017: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
Age by Language Spoken at Home by Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years and Over, Release Date: June 2019 

Percent of children born outside the United States 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2018: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
Place of Birth by Age in the United States, TableID: B06001, Release Date: December 2019 

Note: Foreign born population is defined by the Census Bureau as anyone who is not a U.S. citizen at 
birth, including those who later become U.S. citizens through naturalization. 

Percent of children with one or more parents who are immigrants 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2018: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
Age and Nativity of Own Children Under 18 in Families and Subfamilies by Number and Nativity of Parents, Table B05009 

Note: The categories of both parents foreign-born, one of two parents foreign-born, and single parent foreign-born 
were combined and then divided by the total population of children, 0-17. 

Percent of households with at least one member under 18 & Average County household size 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2018: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
Household and Families; Table ID: S1101, Release Date: December 2019 

Note: The Census Bureau defines a household as all persons who occupy a housing unit as their usual  
place of residence. A family is defined as a group of two people or more (one of whom is the householder) related  
by birth, marriage, or adoption and residing together. The average family size in San Mateo County is 3.39 persons. 

Federal Poverty Rates 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2018: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months by Sex by Age, TableID: B17001, Release Date: December 2019 

California Poverty Measure 
Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC), California Poverty by County and Legislative District, Average 2015-2017 
https://www.ppic.org/interactive/california-poverty-by-county-and-legislative-district/ 
Race Detail: The average for white/non-white was provided by a PPIC staff member. Due to limited sample sizes, they were 
unable to release a more detailed breakdown by race/ethnicity groups. This data was averaged across 2014-2017. 

Note: Measure is produced by PPIC and the Stanford Center on Poverty and Inequality. For more on the CPM, see 
Bohn et al., The California Poverty Measure (PPIC, 2013). For methodological changes that affect comparability  
with prior estimates, see Bohn et al., The California Poverty Measure: 2014 (2017).  

 DATA SOURCES 
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WELLBEING 

Percent of children who exited to a permanent placement within 12 months of entering Foster Care, FY 2018 
California Child Welfare Indicators Project (CCWIP), University of California at Berkeley 
California Department of Social Services, Child Welfare Statistics and Analysis Section (CWSAS) 
3-P1 Foster care entry cohort outcomes, California CWS Outcomes System: Of all children who entered foster care in a 12-
month period, what percent discharged to permanency within 12 months? 
http://cssr.berkeley.edu/ucb_childwelfare/P1.aspx 
Jul 1, 2017 to Jun 30, 2018

Number and Location of Families Experiencing Homelessness in the 2017 and 2019 San Mateo County One 
Day Homeless Count 
2019 San Mateo County One Day Homeless Count and Survey 
Prepared by the San Mateo County Human Services Agency, Center on Homelessness 
https://hsa.smcgov.org/sites/hsa.smcgov.org/files/2019%20One%20Day%20Homeless%20Count%20report.pdf 
June 2019 

Number of Juveniles Arrested for Misdemeanors and Felonies, 2009-2018 
California Department of Justice, Open Justice Data Portal 
San Mateo County, Arrests, All Juveniles, 2009-2018 
https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/exploration/crime-statistics/arrests 

Note: Arrest data is for all of San Mateo County, encompassing County and non-County law enforcement entities. 

HEALTH 

Percent of Live Births that were Low Birth Weight by Race and Ethnicity, FY 2019 
County Health, Family Health Services Performance Measures 
Percent of Live Births to SMC Residents that Were Low Birth Weight Exceeding Target for White and Hispanic Residents and 
are Below Target for Black and Asian Residents, FY 2013-14 to FY 2018-19 
https://performance.smcgov.org/stories/s/Family-Health-Services-6240P-/wqwp-wjea 

Children who have Health Insurance 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2018: American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
Health Insurance Coverage Status by Sex by Age, TableID: B27001, Release Date: December 2019 

Note: Data includes 18-year-olds, Census did not provide this information for Under 18 or 0-17. 
California Rank: ChildrenNOW, 2018-19 County of San Mateo Scorecard 
http://ccnstaging.childrennow.webfactional.com/portfolio-posts/2018scorecard/ 

9th Graders Experiencing Chronic Sadness or Hopelessness in the Past 12 Months, 2015-2017 Average 
San Mateo County, California Healthy Kids Survey, 2015-2017: Main Report. San Francisco: WestEd Health and Justice 
Program for the California Department of Education. 
https://data.calschls.org/resources/San_Mateo_County_1517_Sec_CHKS.pdf 
Austin, G., Polik, J., Hanson, T., & Zheng, C. (2018). School climate, substance use, and student well-being in California, 
2015-17. Results of the Sixteenth Biennial Statewide Student Survey, Grades 7, 9, and 11. San Francisco: WestEd. 
https://data.calschls.org/resources/Biennial_State_1517.pdf  

34

http://cssr.berkeley.edu/ucb_childwelfare/P1.aspx
https://hsa.smcgov.org/sites/hsa.smcgov.org/files/2019%20One%20Day%20Homeless%20Count%20report.pdf
https://openjustice.doj.ca.gov/exploration/crime-statistics/arrests
https://performance.smcgov.org/stories/s/Family-Health-Services-6240P-/wqwp-wjea
http://ccnstaging.childrennow.webfactional.com/portfolio-posts/2018scorecard/
https://data.calschls.org/resources/San_Mateo_County_1517_Sec_CHKS.pdf
https://data.calschls.org/resources/Biennial_State_1517.pdf


EDUCATION 

Preschool Quality Based on the California Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) 
The Big Lift, Data Request 

3rd Graders Meeting or Exceeding Literacy Standards 
California Department of Education 
DataQuest: English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics, Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments 
San Mateo County, 2014-15 and 2018-19 Results by Ethnicity 
https://caaspp-elpac.cde.ca.gov/caaspp/ 

Students in the 2019 Graduation Cohort who were College or Career Ready 
California Department of Education, California School Dashboard  
State Summary, College/Career Prepared, 2019 
San Mateo County Summary provided by Children Now’s analysis of the California Department of Education 2019 California 
Accountably Model & School Dashboard – College/Career Indicator Data.  
https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/ca/2019/academic-performance#college-career 

ENGAGEMENT 

Percent of Parks Programs Targeted Towards Children in FY 2019 
County of San Mateo, Parks Department, Data Request 

18-25-Year-Olds Registered to Vote  
ChildrenNow, 2018-19 California County Scorecard of Children’s Well-Being  
Sources: 1) The California Secretary of State (n.d.). Voter Registration Statistics – June 5, 2018 Statewide Direct Primary 
Election. Retrieved September 2018 from http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/voter-registrationstatistics/ 
2) State of California Department of Finance (n.d.). County and State Population Projections (2010-2060) by Age. Retrieved
September 2018 from http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/ 
http://ccnstaging.childrennow.webfactional.com/portfolio-posts/2018scorecard/ 

Note: Children Now’s analysis of the Secretary of State’s count of registered voters aged 18-25 in 2018, with 2018  
population estimates for 18-25-year-olds from the Department of Finance. Numbers and percentages are rounded 
to the nearest whole number. 

Number of Students Reached Across Office of Sustainability Programs in FY 2019 
County of San Mateo, Office of Sustainability, Data Request 
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