RESOLUTION NO.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

* % % * % %

RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE INITIAL STUDY / MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION DATED AUGUST 2013, FOR THE ALPINE ROAD TRAIL
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo, State of

California, that

WHEREAS, this Board approved funding for the Alpine Road Trail Improvements
Project (Project) within the unincorporated County area during the FY 2012-13 Capital

Improvement Budget Hearing; and

WHEREAS, an Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the

Project was prepared in August 2013; and

WHEREAS, in compliance with Section 21081.6 of the California Public
Resources Code, a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) has been
prepared pursuant to the IS/MND having identified potential adverse effects that will be
reduced to less-than-significant levels through the implementation of mitigation

measures during construction; and

WHEREAS, a 30-day public review of the IS/MND was conducted in compliance

with the provisions of CEQA; and

WHEREAS, the following entities, as well as members of the public, commented

on the Project: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), Committee for Green



Foothills, Equestrian Trail Riders’ Action Committee, Silicon Valley Bike Coalition, and

Stanford University; and

WHEREAS, responses to all comments received have been prepared and this

Board has reviewed and considered said responses; and

WHEREAS, certification of the IS/MND completes the CEQA process for the

Project.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY DETERMINED AND ORDERED that:

This Board has reviewed and considered the IS/MND, and on the basis of the
record as a whole, confirms that the IS/MND is adequate for its use by this
Board, and on the basis of this review and consideration, there is no
substantial evidence that the Project will have a significant effect on the
environment if mitigated as set forth in the MMRP and this Board hereby

confirms its certification of the IS/MND.

2. This Board hereby adopts the Response to IS/MND Comments and the MMRP
attached hereto as Exhibit A and Exhibit B, respectively, and incorporated by
reference in this Resolution and commits to all mitigation measures identified in

the IS/MND and contained in the Response to IS/MND Comments and MMRP.

3. The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo hereby certifies this

IS/MND and approves this project.

* * * * * *
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Response to MND Comments



memorandum

data November 14, 2013
fo 5an Mateo County Deparonent of Public Works
from Environmental Science Associates

subject  Fespomse to Commments on the Diraft Initial Smdy Mitizated Megative Declaration for the Alpine Foad
Trail Improvements

1. Introduction

This memorzndum has been prapared to respond to comments received by San Mateo County (County) on the
Diraft Inital Smdy Mitzated MNegatve Declaration (Draft I5 WMD) for the Alpine Foad Trail Improvements
Project (proposed project). An ISMMD is an informational document prepared by a Lead Agency, in this case,
the County, that provides environmental analysis for public review and for the agency decision-makers to
consider before taking discretionary actions related to any proposed project that could have a significant effect on
the environment. The Diraft IS MDD analyzed the impacts resulting from the proposed project and where
applicable, identified mitigation messures fo minimize the impacts to less-than-simmificant level. Therefore, the
Counry Board of Supervisors is proceeding to adopt the I3/MIND for the project.

Prior to the approval of the proposed project, the County Board of Supervizors mmst certify that the Dirafi IS/ MDD
sdequately discloses the environmental effects of the proposed project, and that the IS/ MMD is the appropriste
environmental document for the proposed project and has been completed in conformance with the Califomia
Environmental Crality Act (CEQA).

This memorandum for the Alpine Foad Trail Improvements Project Draft IS MMND presents:

* The name of the person and organization commenting on the Draft ISAIND,

* Responses to the received comments, and
L] Fevisions to the text of the Diraft I5MND.

This memorandum. in combination with the Draft I5/MND, completss the Final IS/MND.

2. CEQA Process and Comments Received

In accordance with Section 15073 of the CEQA Guidelines, the County submitted the Draft I3NMED to the State
Clearinghouse for a 30-day public review peniod starting on August 14, 2013, In addition the County circulated a
Motice of Intent to Adopt the Diraft IS/ MIND to interested agencies and individuals. The public review period
ended on September 15, 20135, During the public review peried, the County received twenty comment [efers on
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the Diraft IS/WIND. Table 1 lists the entites that submitted comments on the Draft IS 3ND during the public
review pertpd. The comment letters with snnotated comments are aftached.

TABLE 1
PERSONS COMMENTING ON DRAFT IS/MHND
Commisnt
Letter Code Commentar Hame Date Repsived
& Calfomia Depariment of Transporiaton, Erlk Alm HiH2013
= Stanford, Direcior of Land Use and Ervinonmental Flanming (Cathernne Faker) SM22013
= Commiiee Tor Green Foofhlls {Lennle Robers) 9e2013
O Elicon Valey Bicycle Coaltion aMso13
E Lovinda Bea 912013
= Caroke Bridgeman, ETRAC meEmber HRT013
£} Faye Brophy, ETRAC Presigent 82013
H Mikz Bushiue, ETRAC VF 8372013
| Karen Eutherfieid 83172013
dJ Peler Caryotakls 942013
4 Janet Davis 22013
L Larry and Camiyn Sibbs 8742013
M Jean 0. Hamman 8302013
;] Joz Hedges 83072013
=] Jo= Hedges =013
o Mioel Hirst 9842013
Q Giniger Holt 992013
R John Largbein 98013
3 Ariene Lindkdom 92013
T Gunther Seinberg SM0z013

In sccordance with CEQA Guidelines Saction 150740, the County Board of Supervisors considers the Diraf
IS5/ %D together with comments received during the public review process prior to adopting the Draft IS/ WD
and approving the project. The CEQA Cuidelines do not require the preparation of a responss 1o comuments
document. Howevear, to assist the Board in considering the comments that were received on the project and
identifying potential significant effects not already evalnated o the Diraft ISMMD, the County has prepared this
memorandum in response to comments received Based on the review of the comments received, no new,
potentially significant impacts beyond those identdSed in the Draft IS/WND would ocour. All potential impacts
identified m the Draft IS/ADND were determuined o be either less-than-significant or less-than-significant with
mitigation

3. Response to Comments
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August 21, 2013
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Karen E. Pachmayer, P.E.

San Mateo County Public Works
553 County Center, 5 Floor
Redwood City, CA 94063-1663

Dear Ms. Fachmayer:
Alpine Road Trail Improvements Project — Mitigated Negative Declaration

Thank vou for including the California Department of Transportation {Caltrans] in the
environmental review for the above project. The following comments are based on the Mitigated
Mepative Declaration {MMNIY). As the lead agency, the County of San Mateo (County) is
responsible for all project mitigation, including any needed improvemnents to state highway
facilities. An encroachment permit is required for work in the state right of way (ROW), and A1
Caltrans will not issue a permit until our concerns are adequatcly addressed. We strongly
recomnmend that the County work with Caltrans to ensure that our concerns are resolved during
the envirommental process, and in any case prior to submittal of an encroachment permit
application. Further comments will be provided during the encroachment permil process; see the
end of this letter for more information regarding encroachment permits.

Project Graphics
It o5 pot clear from the MRND o auy of the Los Trancos Creek Bank stabilization work wiil be

done within the state ROW. If g0, please provide the following information;

[. A complete plan set that clearly shows the project in relation to the state ROW. A2

2. Any proposed improvements within the state ROW need to be clearly identified.

3. Map must be deawn to scale, with a north armow, and the state ROW must be shown for the
whole of the project limits. 4

Cultural Resources

The cultural resource study satisfies cultural resource legal requirements for Caltrans. Should
project-related ground disturbing activities take place &s part of this project within the state ROW
and there is an inadvertent archacological or burial discovery, in compliance with the California | 4 5
Environmental Quality Act, Public Resource Code 5024.5, and Caltran’s Standard Environmental
Reference, Chapter 2 (hitp//ser.dot.ca.gov). all construction within 50 feet of the find shall cease.
The Caltrans Cultural Resource Studies (ffice, District 4, shall be immediately contected at r

“Caltranis Impeeer bty aororr Cafforehs ™
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(510} 286-6336. A staff archaeologist will evaluate the finds within one business day after contact. 4
Archaeological resources may consist of, but are not limited to, dark, fnable soils, charcoal,
ohsidian or chert flakes, grinding bowls, shell fragments, or deposits of bone, glass, metal,
coramics, or wood.

Encroachment Permit

Please be advised that any work or traffic control that encroaches onto the state ROW requites an
encroachment permit that is issued by Caltrans. To apply, a completed encroachment permit
application, environmental decumentation, and five (5) sets of plans clearly indicating the state
ROW must be submitted to: Office of Permits, Califormia Department of Transpertation, Disirict 4,
P.0). Box 23660, Oakland, CA 94623-0660, Traffic-related mitigation measures should be
incorporated into the construction plans during the encroachment permit process. See the following

website link for more information. httpeSewew dot.en govihg'traffope'developservipermite!

As soon as it is available, please send a copy of the project’s Conditions of Approval. Please feel
free to ¢all or email Sandra Finegan at (510) 622-1644 or sandra_finecsan@idol.ea pov with any

questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely,

Gy

; "
ERIK ALM, AICP
District Branch Chief
Local Development — Intergovernmental Review

"Ceteving Empronds mohiline aeross Califrmie™

A-3
cont.

A
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Rogponse to Letter A, California Departmeitt of Transportation

Response to Comment A-1: This comment 15 acknowledged. The County will continue to coordinate with
Caltrans throughout the environmental review process. As described in Fesponse to Comment A-2, below, the
Comnty will submit an application for an encroachment permit for this project.

Besponse to Comment A-2: 4s described in the Diraft IS 3D (page 2-54), the Alpine Foad Trail is within
Calirans nght-of-way (FOW) north of the Alpine Foad and San Francisquito Creek Foad intersection. The
Connty has obtained an encroachmeant permit for geotechnical exploratory bonings for this project, and obtainment
of the permit inclndsd submittal of plans and figures identifying proposed geotechnical boring work within the
Calirans BROW. Similarly, for the proposed project, the County will submit an application for an encroachment
permit for proposed actvites within the Calrans BOW. As par of the encroachment parmit application, the
County will submit detailed plans and maps that clearly show the proposed project improvements in relaton to
the Caltrans F.OW. Therefore, in response to this comanent, thers is no need o inclods additional graphics
depicring the Calwans BOW.

Response to Comment A-3: This comment regarding the project’s potential effects on archasological resources is
acknowledeed. Consistent with Mitzaton Measure CUL-1 (Preconstruction Traming and Cultaral Resources
Monitoring), should archaeological materials be encountered, all ground dismurbing activities within 50 feet in all
directions shall cease and the archaeological monitor shall immediately notify the County of San Mateo. In
response, Mitigation Measure CUL-1 has been expanded on page 2-28 of the I%WIND fo reguire that the Calrans
Cultural Fesources Smdies Office (District 4) also be contacted at (310) 2858-8334 in the event that archasological
resources are discoverad within 50 fest of the Calrans right-of- way.

If archaeological materials are encounterad, all soil disturbing activities within 50 feet in all directions of
the find shall cease undl the resource is evalusied The archaeological monitor shall immediately notfy the
Counnty of San Mateo of the spcountered archassological resource, The archaeslogical monitor shall also
notify the Calirans Culmral Resources Smdies Office (Dismwict 49 at (5100 286-G3346 if archasological
resgurces are encountered within the Calmrans right-of-way.

Eesponse to Comment A-4: This comment 15 acknowledged. As described in Fesponse to Comment A-3, above,
the County will apply for and obfain an encroachment permit for this project.



Comment Letter B

From: "Palter, Catherine™ cpalter/astanford edu-

To: "alpinetrailismnd@smegov.org” <alpinetrailismndi@sme gov.org=
Drate: 971272013 1:43 PM

Subject: Alpine Fipad Trail Improvement Project MDD comments - Stanford

Attachments: Alpine Foad MND comment lettar pdf
Dea:j];-!’s. Pachrmayer:
We appreciated mesting your project team in the field on Mondsy. Arached are Stanford's comments.

Thank yomn
Catheringe

Catherine Palter

Director, Land Use and Environmental Planning | Stanford University
3160 Porter Drive, Snite 200 | Palo Alto, CA 04304

(6507 72340109 desk | (5507 883-1249 cell
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY

LAND HSE AND ENYTROMMENTAL FLAMNIMNG

September 12, 2013

San Mateo County Public Works
335 County Center, 5™ Floor
Redwood City, CA 94063-1665

Atm: Karen E. Pachmayer, Principal Civil Engineer
Subject: Alpine Road Trail Improvements Project Draft IS/MND
Dear Mz, Pachmayer:

Thank you for the opportunity 10 comment on the Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration for the Alpine Road Trail Improvements. While we support the County’s desire to
fix the trail along Alpine Road, we believe that all aspects of the project are not described in
sufficient detail to understand the potential environmental impacts. In particular, hydrological
studies must be conducted prior to approval of this project to understand the potential chanpes in
flow from the creck modifications that are being proposed.

Owr detailed comments, which are based on our extensive experience in this creek and its
adjacent riparian areas, are provided below. We waould like to review vour responses o public
comments and the supplemental engineering and hydrology analyses prior to certification of the
[S/MMD and consideration of the project.

We look forward to continued collaboration on this project, o achieve the County’s objectives
and best conserve the valuable shered resources 1n Los Trancos Creek through engineering
solutions that are appropriate for this rural environment.

General comments

Project description — The information provided in the figures is not in sufficient detail to
understand the work that is described with relation to the creek and Stanford property. The maps
do not show extent of work for construction, staging, access routes, coffer dams, ete. Papge 2-21
acknowledges that smaller equipment and workers will be operating in the creek, but this is not
described in the project description. The analysis needs to provide construction drawings to at
least a design development level of detail, indicating the location and extent of all proposed work
with cross sections indicating the various structures proposed,

Bank stabilization methods - We have significant concerns about the major structural bank
stabilization solutions that are proposed, which would result in the *urbanization™ of this creek

J160 Porter Drive, Suite 200 ¢ Palo Ales, CA 94304-8442 = {a50) 723-7773 # Fax (850] 725-B5598

b

B-1

B-2

B-2
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eorridor and potential loss of natural creek characteristics and habitat. Bicengineered bank 4
stabilization methods are much preferred to conerete wallz in this environment, At Site 3, this
conld possibly be dofie by moving the creek to the east, enabling the west bank to be sloped
rather than vertical, We are willing to consider the wse of Stanford land in this area for such a
purpose, Another possible approach to consider, that would eliminate or at least greatly reduce
the amount of structural bank stabilization at Site 3, would be to move the creek away from
Alpinc Road. We suggest an alternative in this area be explored that would consist of a re-
alignment of the creek to the east upstream of Site 3, to join another drainage coming actoss 1-
280; this rerouting eould allow a greatly reduced construction effort along Alpine Road edjacent
to the trail. This possible creek reroute option would imeolve use of Stanford land, but we are
open o dizgcussing this approach if it could result in retaining a natural creek nparian comridor
instead of & concrete wall along 70 fect of the cresk bank.  Altemnative stabilization approaches
involving grading to realign the creek rather than construction of concrete structures in its current
location could also be less expensive, depending on the geology (i.e., if the grading is not

through rock), J
Specific comments

Page [-4, Sire | - At Site 1, where the trail is within 2 feet of the top of the creek bank, a header |

that is anchored adequately should be provided to permanently support the compaction of the
trail subgrade and base at the time of construction and resist undermining by the continued
erosion of the creek, particularly if the bank is not stabilized.

Page 2-6 second paragraph = The [S/VIND states that the exposed concrete wall (of 2 height that T

15 not determined in the document) &t Sites 2 and 3 could “constitute a substantial change to the
visual character of the site and a new manmade character in & natural creek envirenment.”
However, it finds that these wzlls would be below street level and “would appear similar to other
concreie retaining wells commonly seen in urban environments,” The treatment in this creek
should not be compared to retaining walls in urban envinomments, _

Page 2-6, mitigation measure AES-I — The IS/MND finds on page 2-4 that the project would

hawve a sipnificant aesthetic effect.to improve visual quality. Mitigetion Measure AES-1 requires
that planter boxes be installed along the conerete wall. It is unclear in the document whether
these hoxes will be on the creck side or the trail side, but it 13 our understanding that these boxes
are intended for the creek side of the concrete wall, If that is true, how would the planter boxes
survive high flows in the creek and would they impede high flows in the creek? How would
these boxes will be planted or maintained? This mitigation is not sufficient to reduce Impact

2.1a to a less-than-significant level and appears to be an urban solution where & rural treatment
would be more appropriate. d

Page 2-7, discussion — The 1S/MND states that the proposed lapging wall and CIP wall at Sites 2 |

and 3 could inchede reflective materials, What are thege? J

Page 2-21, mitigation measure BI0-6 — This mitigation measure states that the area will be

restored to pre-project conditions. The mitigation measure includes replanting at a minimum 1:1 4]

B-3
cont.

B-6

B-7

B-&



Comment Letter B

retio —is this pozsible with the amount of hardscape being intreduced? How will supplemental B-2
irrigation be delivered and who will be responsible for monitoring the revegetation? cont.

Page 2-22, discussion — The IS/MND states that the project would have a significantly adverse
effiect on federally protecied wetlands in a small work area. However, Mitigation Measure BID- | B2
7 does not appear to address the loss of these wetlands as a result of construction. 1

.P.n'g‘s '?-2." m:mdlgamigrap.h — The [S/MND identifies the loss of two significant trees and does | g_4q
not identify any mitigation (e.g., replacement trees). 1

Page 2-28, culiural resources monitoring — Mitigation Measure CUL-1 should be implemented
for any project work within 100 feet of Los Trancos Creel: that results in excavation of more B-11
ihan 2 feet in depth, due to the very high risk of encountering prehistoric Ohlone andfor historic
deposits near the creak,

Page 2-51, second paragraph — The 1S/MND analysis identifies a significant hydrologie impact T
as a result of construction activities during the summer and requires a mitigation measure to
address erosion. However, the [S/WND does not address the question of whether the substantial
concrete walls and reduced cross sections in the ereel would result in erosion to other portions of | g_q2
Loz Trameos Creele A hydralogichydraulic analysis will be crucial to demonstrate that the
proposed modification of the creek’s channel and its banks does not result in less hydraulic
capacity and therefore risk of erosion on koth sides of the creek. If additional erosion is
anticipated, corresponding improvements may be needed to address that potential.

Page 2-54, discussion — The IS/MND states that these lands are designated as Academic

Reserve, Stanford's December 2011 Habitat Conservation Plan (HCF) also identified these B-13
creeks ag very sensitive habitats, 4
Pape 3-53, first pavagrapk — The northemn portion of the project site occurs on lands owned by T
Stanford University, which is NMOT covered by the Stanford University HCP. This fact is B-14
correctly described on page 2-24. 1
Page 2-66, discussion — How will pedbike conflicts be addressed during the redirection of T 515

pedestrian use into the bilke lane during constroction? 1

Page 2-69 and 2-70, Mitigation Measure TRA-I — This traffic control plan must include the

potential pedestrian/bike conflict when the northbound lane is closed and the bike lane is shared, | B-18
In addition, it must address emergency access and school bus operation, 1

Page 2-80, responsible agencies — This table does not include the required approvals by NOAA [ g 47
Fisheries or California Depariment of Fish and Wildlife.

EhdEbp ek bbb EEd
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Thanks again for the opportunity to comment on the IS/MND, and we look forward to reviewing
your responses to our comments and the supplemental engineering and hydrology analyses. As
previously mentioned, we weleome the opportunity to work with you on creative engineering
solutions that protect the valuable natural and scenic resources of this creek.

smcerely,

Catherine Palter
Director, Land Use and Environmental Planning
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Response to Letter B, Stanford University, Land Use and Envirommental Planning,
Catherine Palter, Director

Besponte to Comment B-1: This comment swmmarizes other concems raized in Leter B, Fefer o Fasponss to
Comments B-2 through B-17, below. This response to comments memorandum has been provided to the
cormrnentsr, prior to cermification of the IS/ MDD and consideration of project approval.

Besponse to Comment B-2: The commenter generally mdicates that more detailed maps and figures shonld be
presented i the MDD to understand the proposed work within the creek or in the vicinity of Stanford property.
bur does not specifically identify in this comment how they belisve the cumment project description does not allow
for an understanding of potentdal sovirommental impacts. First of all, plezse note that all project activities would
oconr on land within San Mateo County and Calwans® rght-of-way. Page 2-2 of the Draft IS/ MWD ackpowledges
that land uses suwrmounding the project site mclude the Stanford Weskend Acres peighborhood. In response to this
portion of the comment, page 2-34 of the Draft IS/ MWD is revised to clarify that the project site does not actually
mclude Stanford lands:

Horth of the Alpine Bipad snd San Francisquito Cresk Foad intersection and east of Los Trancos Creek, the
pTOject site eecuryes is bordered by Stanford University Lands that are desipnated as Instimitional General
Open SpaceFuture Study (Counnfy of San Matea, 1956).

The figures and description of the proposed project provided in the Draft IS MWD sufficiently dapict the proposed
project o evaluate the potential envirommental impacts. As described on page 1-11 of the Draf ISMND,

paotential staging of equipment and constucton worker parking would oconr in the northvest quadrant of the
I-280 interchanze along the southbound side of Alpine Foad All consmacton work areas would be accessible
from Alpine Foad. The commenter notes that Diraft IS/ MWD page 2-21 acknowledges that smaller equipment and
workers would be operating in the creek but asserts that the project description does not address this. Page 1-11 of
the Draft IS/MMND ncludes a List of equipment that may be used during vanous phazes of consmucton. For
constmoction work at Sites 2 and 3. small equipment that may be operating in the creek inchode 3 Bobeat type skid
stear loader for bank removal and formwork of the cast-in-place wall. Site 2 constuction sctvities would requirs
a crane and drill rig for soldier pile installation tut these would operate friom above the cresk. An excavator would
e required at the Site 3 bank stabilization site as well but this wounld operate Som the top of bank. Typical cross-
sectons of the proposed retaining walls, wood railings, other associsted structures are shown in Figures 1 through 3.

The commenter seems to provide more specific comments regarding potential effects of the project and praject
deccription information that conld suppoert the analysis of potential effects n the comments responded to belowr.

Besponte to Comment B-3: The commenter expresses concems shout the proposed bank stabilization methods
and the effects on habitat and suggests that bioenginearad bank stzbilization methods be considered at Site 3,
including an altematve that entzils realipning the creek to the eastupstream of Site 3. As described in Secdom 1.3
of the Draft I5 WD, realizning the creek is not part of the proposed project nor is it an objective. The main
ohjectives of the propesed project are to rehabilitate the segment of the Alpine Fioad Trail within unincorporated
San Mateo Counry, stabilize the bank along the trail and Los Trancos Cresk at three identified locations to prevent
further erpsion and trail namrowing, profect adjacent critical utilities as well as Alpine Foad, snd improve the mail
surface for trail nsers (see [S/WND page 1-2). Bioengineered bank stabilization methods were not selected dus to
lirnited space at Sites 2 and 3 and the steep slope at these locanons. Given the lengths of these o retaming walls
(the wall at Site 2 would extend 80 fest and the wall at Site 3 wonld be 70 fzet long) and the relamvely small
construction work areas at the three sites (totaling 6,250 squares feet), the proposed project is not axpected 1o
substantially change the namre of the creek channs] nor would it result in substantial loss of habitat. Draft
I5/MHD Section 2.4, Biological Fesources, addresses the potental for temporary impacts on riparian habitat and
weiland resources as a resuli of constuction work. As noted on page 2-21 of the Draft IS/WND, the County
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would obtain permits from regulatory agencies for work within dparian habitat and implementation of Mitigaton
Measure BIO-6 would reduce potentially significant impacts on riparian habitat to @ less-than-significant level
Lastly, please note that the proposed project does not preclude Stanford University from realigming the creek to
the east upsiream of 5ite 3 after completion of the Alpine Foad Trail Improvements project.

Besponie to Comment B-4: As descmbed in the Draft IS/WND (page 1-5) & keystone wall with geoznd
reinforcement, or similar rype of anchoring material, would be installed beneath the railing, This would also
support the frail subgrade and base and provide erosion protection at Site 1.

Response to Comment B-5: The comment states that the description of Los Trancos Cresk in the Aesthefics
section shonld not be compared to retaiming walls in wrban enviromments. The text referred to in this comment has
been deleted on page 2-6 of the Draft IS AIND, ac the analyzis of potential visual resources and visual character at
sites 2 and 3 is described in the prior paragraph:

In the long-term  the Alpine Foad Trail would appear similar to the existing trail but the condition of the
frail wounld improve once the project 1s completed. Installation of the propesed soldier pile wall and
concrete lagzing and cast-in-place (CIF) wall in nundeveloped, vegetatad areas would alter the natural cresk
setfing. The new lagging wall at Site 2 and the CTP wall at Site 3 would unlikely be visible from Alpine
Foad since the walls wonld be at a lewer elevation than the read. Trail nsers would have intermittent views

ufﬂu! new walls, v.hu:ll could be perl:ened a5 30 adverse vizual Eﬁettﬂmmm_mpnm
: Fa-pad- P 2 he-svall- Since the new railing asd

ﬁhmg&nmﬂd pama]h nbsl:ure views nfl:lle ]agp.ug m.a]l a.mi b-en:mse views from the trail would be
intermiftent, eﬂ'ects. on views and the visual character of the pn:n]ect zite at SLtE 2 wonld be ]es.s. than

EJgI:L'IfLCaIIII e

EEE : S = rematyr—+The cutoff wall at Site 3
'n-mﬂd be helu‘n g:mmd an-:l Lhe :reﬂ hank at b-nr.h sifes wmlld b-e re:umtru:hed with planted rock slops
protection. Oneer time, the plants would screen a larger portion of the concrete wall: therefore. for thess
rezsons. effects on the visual character of the project site would be less than siznificant. Is-sddiden

Besponse to Comment B-6: During the Draft I3 MWD preparatdon phasze, installation of planter boxes along the
retaining walls was originally contamplated as a method of enhancing the aesthetics of the proposed wall at Sites
2 and 3. After publication of the Draft IS/MND, the County has defermined that Mitization Measure AES-1 may
not be able to withstand high flows in the cresk. Provided that the concrets wall would primarily be below sweet
level and that planted rock slope protection {once mature) wounld belp screen views of the lower portion of the
wall, Mitization Measure AES-1 iz found unnecessary. In responss to this comment and other comments related
to this issue, the text on page 2-6 is revized as noted in Fesponse to Comment B-5.

Besponse to Comment B-7: The comumenter refers to disoussion on Draft IS MWD pags 2-7 and questons what
type of reflective materials conld be nsed for the proposed lagging wall and CIF wall at Sites 2 and 3. Since
publication of the Draft IS/, the County has confirmed that the proposed lagsing wall and CTP wrall at Sites 2
and 3 would inchude non-reflactive coating on the walls and steel piles. Therefore, in response to this comment,
the following sentence on page 2-7 is revised:




Adpine: Foosd| Traill Improvements
Remnonse o Commenis

The proposed lagging wall and CTP wall at Sites 2 and 3, respectively, ceatdwould ot mclude reflective
materials and therefore couldwonld not constimie 2= a new source of glarebuswes of quch matenals &
aabikaly Hewepern sddiion. becanse these new walls would largely not be visible from Alpine Pipad or
the Alpine Foad Trail as these walls would be mstalled at an elevation lower than the read and trail, these
strucmares would not adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area.

Response to Comment B-8: The commenter questons whethsr 8 mininmim of 1:1 replanting is possible given
the amount of hardscape being inroduced by the project. The comment also questons how supplemesntal
irrigation would be delivered and who would be responsible for monitoring the revegetation.

Niote that subsequent to publication of the Draft IS MND, additional survey work was conducted and due to the
limited amount of space at Site 2, the County has conclnded that 3:1 bank stabilization would not be feasible as
this womld result in encreachment in the channel. To clarify that bank stabilization was considered as an option at
Site 2, the last paragraph on page 1-5 has been revised:

Az shown i Figure 3, the eroded portion of the creek bank closest to the frail wonld be restored and
supported with the above-descrbed soldier pile wall. Below the wall, the creek bank seconld be
reconstructed toa 3.1 slope using a combination of biotechnical slope stabilizaton on the upper slope and
planted rock slope protection as a foeofing fo protect against scour. The foundation of planted rock slope
protection woould inchade live willow stakes installed concurrently with rock placement to ensurs penstration
and access to suitable soil conditions. The upper three feet of channel bank srconld be stabilized with either
vegetated soil lific or brush mats. Vegetated soil 1lifis includes the constmiction of soil wrapped in woven
bicdezradable erosion contrel fabrics inter-planted with live cuftings such as willow, alder, and dogwood.
Installation of brush mats inclodes excavating a borizontal mench (approximately & to 12 inches deep) at
the toe of the streambank and burial of live willow fascines (long bundles of live woody vegetation). Once
construction is complets, County staff would regalarly irrigate and monitor for success of the newly
vegetated areas for approximately two years.

Az part of the project, the creek bank below the Site 3 retaiming wall would be reconstructed to a 31 slopensing a
combination of biotechnical slope stabilizadon methods on the upper slope and planted rock slope proteciion as a
footing to protect azainst scour. In response to the commenter’'s gquestdoen reganding feasibility of replantng
ripanian vegetation at 3 minimm 1:1 ratio at stabilization locations, the County would revegetate the impacted
slope protecion areas and enhance other portions of Los Trancos Creek or other areas within the watsrshed o
comply with Mitization Messure BIO-5. Between on-site slope revegetation and enhancement of other areas in
the project vicinity, 8 minimum of 1:1 replanting would be pessible. BEegarding the commenter's question akbkout
supplemental imigation, the County would be responsible for delivering the water by truck. Either the County’'s
biglogist or a qualified biologist wonld be responsible for monitoring the revezetatad areas.

Response to Comment B-9: The commenter acknowledgzes that the project would have adverse effects on
faderally protected wetlands but indicates that Mitigation Measure BIO-T7 does not appear 1o address the loss of
thess wetlands as resnlt of construction. As discnssed in the Draft I3 MWD, the purpose of the proposed project 1s
to stabilize three bank locations at Los Trancos Cresk. In doing z0, there will be chort-term distarbances to the
cresk channel. While Los Trancos Creek may be impacted during grading actwites, the project wonld not result
i the loss of wetlands or waters of the TS, Implementation of Mitization Measure BIO-7 would address the
potential for adverse effacts to wetlands and waters of the U5, by removing temporary Sll, returning dredged
material to its original location, restoring affected areas to preconsimuction elevations, and monitoring upsoeam
and dowmsiream channel locations for 2 fwo-yesr post-constcion peried fo assess channel]

conditions. Additionally, implementation of Mitization Measure BIO-6 would revegetste impacted banks and
help 1o stabilize post-constmuction stream conditdens. For construction work proposed within waters of the U5,
the County would obtain necessary permifs fom the Corp (described on page 2-22 of the Diraft IS/ MDY and
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comply with amy additiona] aveidance, minimization and'or compensation measures. In response fo this
comunent, the disonssion of wetland impacts on page 2-22 of the Diraft I5MMD has been aupmented as follows:

The proposed project would have a potentially significant adverse effect on faderally protected wetlands
within 3 small work area. ESA biologists conductad a preliminary dalinestion of waters of the United States
mthm ﬂlE prnjectma on Jamuary 22, 2013, A total of 0. E'IIGQ acre {l"l SNATE feet] :nt'guteuua].lv

oL poie

v-eﬂandnaters :-t'ﬂ:te U :5 s :-ﬂ:l.er wal:era I_':rs. Iram:n:-s f.‘:eﬂ‘.n QoCur vnﬂ:lmthe weﬂan.d d&]meauun 5“1-:11
area (ESA . 2013). Los Trancos Creek is an infermittent blue-line dramage tributary to San Francisquito
Creek thence San Francisco Bay, and is & waters of the 1.5, subject to the jurisdiction of the T.5. Army
Corps of Engineers (Corps). Corps jurisdiction typically includes the creek channe] and bed, sand extends up
the banks to the mark of ordinary hizgh water, which 1= identified in the field by the wetland delineator. This
area does not rypically extend to the edze of riparian canopy and is wsually smaller than the extent of
riparian habitat descobed in response to question 2.4b).

Activites at Site 1 would impact & 1,700 square feet work area within Los Trancos Creek, some or all of
which may be subject to Corps jurisdiction. The creek bed or banks would be excavated to a depth of 3 w0 4
feet and 125 cubic yards of soll would be removed. 100 cubic yards of soll or other type of fill (2.g.,
stabilization material) would be replaced. Similarky, activities at Site 2 would impact a 2,550 square fast
work area within Los Trancos Creek, excavating fo a maximum depth of 25 feet for soldier pile drilling,
excavating 150 cobic yards of s0il, and replacing with 30 cubic yards of sedl, 50 cubic yards of rip-rap, and
200 culric yards of concrets fill. Activites at Site 3 would tmpact 3 2,000 square feet work area, excavate
200 cubic yards of soil, and replace with 120 cublc vards of soil, 80 cubic yards of np-rap, and 100 cubic
vards of concrets.

Project activities may te ihy i ct the small acreage of wetlands nt. charactenizad as a sparse

with of water beard grass (Fo viridis). and would e il i ct Los Trancos Creek. With
implemsntation of Mitizaton Measure BIO-7, smeam channe] conditions would be restored and wetlands
are anficipated to quickly revegetate after activities complete. Only short-ferm impacts during constrction
are antcipated. and the project wonld nof result in the loss of wetlands or waters of the TS

Proposed constmction and ground dismrbance activities associated with the project would oocur within and
adjacent 1o Los Trancos Creek. Imnpacts to water quality are discussed in Section 2.9, Hydrology and Watar
Cruality. The County would obtain necessary permits from the Corps for work within waters of the U5,

In addition, implermnentation of the Mitgation Measare BIO-7 wounld reduce potentally sipmficant impacts
on federally-protected wetlands to less than sigmificant.

Besponse to Comment B-10: The commentsr states that the Diraft IS/ 3IND identafes the loss of two siznificant
Tees but does not identify any mitigation (& 2., replacement mees). The Significant Tree Ordimance of San Mateo
Connty (Part Three of Division VII of the Ordmance Code and Ordinance Mo, 2427) does not expressly require
replacement of removed trees; rather, the ordinance states that in zZranting any permit, the Planning Director,
Planning Commission, o Board of Supervisors may atiach rezsonable conditions including but not limited to
replacement of mees removed The County would comply with the aforementioned ordinance but would not in
fact obtain & wee removal permit as described in the Drafi IS/MWND. To comrect this minor emor, the following
sentence oo page 2-24 of the Draft IS OND is revised as follows:

Prior to project implemsntation, the Connty would ebéssa e

the Sizmificant Tree Ordinance of San Mateo Connfy Ehe—ﬁem—?nﬂ%—i&tea—@ﬁmfnl reEmoving of rimming
of significant or heritage trees. Therefore, the project would not condflict with local ree ordinances and
wonld have mo impact on local policies or ordinances for protection of bislogical resounces.
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Fesponse to Comment B-11: The commenter recognizes the archasological sensitivity of the project vicinity. In
response, the last paragraph on page 2-27 of the Draft IS MMND is revised and the following text on page 2-28 of
the Draft I5/WND is revized to include additional archaeological and Native American monitoring along Los
Trancos Cresk.

While impacts to CA-SMA-207 are not expected, unintentional distarbance to mtact portions of the site that
are adjacent to the wail by personne]l moebilizing in the immediate area cannot be entirely discounted during
c:-nsiructu:-n activities. Tharefore, dumrhan-:e I:o CA-EMA-202 wuuld bea p-ul:enl:la]l} slgm.ﬁcant :m:l;lan‘

mdlca'oedhv t‘u.e DIETONS tu:-n-: ‘SCIIEE. ﬂmu.ﬁedtu ﬂ:l.e nurthan-i 5.|:|nﬂl nt'the :mrem‘ en
boundanies. However, implementation of Mitigation Measore CTUL-1 would reduce this potential impact to
& less than significant level by requinng a qualified archasologist and a Matve American representative to
monitor ground distarbing activities during project constuction in the vicinity of CA-SWA-297 and for
excavation sreater than 2 feet deep within 100 fest of Los Trances Creek. Addifionally, in the event of an

nnintentional discovery of archasological respurces outside of the monitoring area, implementation of
Mitigation Measure CUL-Z would require work halt and the resources be thorpughly documented and
appropriztely Teated. Implementation of thess mitizatdon measures would ensure that impacts on
archasological resources remain at a less-than-significant level

Mitigation Measure CUL-1: Preconstruction Training and Cultoral Eesources Monitoring.

Crlrural Resources Monitoring. Prior to authorizadon to proceed, a Secretary of the Interior-
qualified archaeologist shall prepars 3 culhoral resources monitoring plan. The County of San Mateo
shall review and approve the plan Monitoring shall be required within the established ASA (known
zite boundanies of CA-5MA-202 and a 50-foot buffer to the north and sputh and aloag the Alpme

Fooad Trail) as well s for excavation greater than 2 feet deep within 104 feet of Los Trancos Creek.
The plan shall inchade {ut not be limited to) the following 1ssues:

Response to Comment B-12: The comment notes that the I5/WMND does not address the question of whether the
substanfial concrate walls and reduced cross sections in the creek would result in erosion to other portions of Los
Trancos Cresk. The commenter recommends that a hydrelogic hydraulic analysis be conducted to demonstrate
that the proposed modification of the cresk’s channel and ifs bank does not resalt in less hydraulic capacity and
therefore nisk of erosion on both sides of the creek. In response to this comment, the change in cross sectional area
would generally be neglizible except for two sites (Sites 2 and 3, see Attachment A and disoussion below). Thus,
for all project lecations besides these two sites, the resulting change in sadiment transport capacity of erosion
potential wonld likewize be negligible, as no change in channel velocity would be expectad

A change in the flow area {or channel geomery) at a given location could subsequently change the channel
velocity and sediment mansport capacity, and ESA analyzed the potential change in channel velocity at Sites 2
and 3 as a result of project implementation {the snalysis and resulis are summarnized in Attachment A). A range of
water surface elevations snd discharzes were assassed wsing the exisung and proposed channel geometries at the
o sites. At Site 3, project implementstion wonld result in an increase in the cross-sectional flow area snd
therefiore the resulting charmel velocity under project conditions would be expected o decrease slightly (e,
discharge is the product of flow area and velocify). Consequently, project installadon would not result in
increased channel bed erosion at Site 3. At 5ite I the proposed project would decrease the cross-sectionsl area and
result in & potential increase in the average channel velocity. Owver the range of flows examined (from a 2-year to a
100-vear event), the maximmon predicted increase in channe] veleciry is approximately 0.7 feet per second (for the
50-year event), which cormresponds to an increase of approximately 8.7 percent over the existing condition. This
degree of potental change is not considered significant and it is similar to the magnimde of armor typical of
velocity and'or dischargs measurements and thus represents a change that would only baraly be measuresble in

15
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most cases. For exampls, according to Sawsr and Meyer (1992} most discharze measurements will have standard
&rTors ranging from 3 to § percent, and a finr measurement would be within 8 percent {and most of the emor can
typically be atirtbuted to the measurement of velocity). Implementation of the project could result in seme scour
of the channel bed at Site 2. However, the potental scour (and the extent of this potential impact) is expected to
be vary localized, limited to the bend in the channel where the encreachoment of the retaining wall would be
Zreatast.

Locally, the amount of sediment available for mansport at Site 2 would likely be reduced as a result of project
implementation, as a discrete sediment source (bank erosion) would necessarnly be eliminated at the project
location. Therefore, again at the local- or site-scale, itis likely that there would be an increase in the smount of
bed erpsion o offtet, to some degree, the material that would no longer be eroded and entrained fromm the banks.
In essence, the pool at the channal bend, or the ransitional (cross over) point just downsiream of the pools, may
become slightly deeper. Though importantly, there would likely be no net change in the local sediment mass
balance (ie., the mass in vs. mass out wonld remain the same af the project sites), and the additonal material
potentially eroded fom the bed would likely be coarser relative to the banks, which may ultimately be beneficial
from a water quality standpoint Further, the magnitde and persistence of the potential change in channel depth
over time would be contrellad in large part by the reach-scale channel gradient, which would not change
measurably a5 3 result of the project, and the potzntial increase in erosion at the channe] bend 2t Site 2 would
subsequently be very limited, spatizlly and temporally.

At Site 2 the project could result in an increase in localized channel velocity and bed erosion, though the
magnimde of these potential changes would not be significant. Further, 3 mezsureable, reach-scale change in
sediment gansport and bed or bank erosion would not ocour as a result of the project. The project’s potential
impact to channel erosion and scour would be less than significant.

Response to Comment B-13: This comment noting that lands desiznated sz Academic Feserve is also identifisd
as sensifive habitat, is acknowledzed. The project’s effacts on sensitive habitat within Lo: Trancos Creek are
described m Section 2.4, Biological Fesources, of the Draft IS/MMND. In response to this comment, the following
sentence on page 2-54 is augmented:

According to the Stanford University Planning Office, these lands are designated as Academic Besarve,
which are generally undsveloped or leasad to agroulnoral and 'or equestrian tenants for interim use, and
includes sensitive creek habitat (Stanford University, 2011 and 2013).

Response to Comment B-14: In response to this comment, the following text on page 2-55 s revised as follows:

Ac stated above, the northem pordon of the project site occurs on lands owned by Stanford University,
which is pof covered by the Stanford University Habitat Conservation Flan (HCF). Heweverals
concluded for question 241, the project would not conflict with the provisions of the HCP as the proposed
project activities in and around Los Trancos Creek are outside the plan ares; no impact would ocour.

Response to Comment B-15: The commmentsr questions how pedesirianbike conflicts would be addressed during
the redirection of pedestrian use inte the bike lane during constucton. In responss, please refer to Fesponse to
Comment B-16, below.

! Saumer, V.B., and BW. Mever, 1992, Detemmzination of Error in Individual Discharge Measuramants. U.5. Geclogical Survey, Opea-Fils
Rapest 92-144. 21 p.
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Eesponse to Comment B-16: The commmentsr suzzests that Mitdgaron Measure TEA-] (Traffic Control Plan)
meclude the potential pedesmianbike conflict when the northbound lane 1= closed and the tike lane 1= shared, and
that emergency access and school bus operations are also addressed.

First of all, bicyclists and pedestrians would be required to share the porthbound bike lane'shonlder for ap o 10 10
13 weeks at any given time within the overall § month constmaction duration at Sites 2 and 3. Durning thiz peried,
the potential for safety issues amongst bicyclists and pedestrians exdsts but such a conflict would be limited to 2
short period of time. Mitdzanon Measure TEA-1 establishes the requitement that a waffic control plan (TCF) be
prepared and implemented by the construction contracton(s), the content and details of which would be dependant
on inpmt from and coordination with, the County, the Town of Portola Valley, City of Menlo Park and Caltrans,
&% gppropriate. As stated in the Draft ISMD (page 2-70), the TCP shall include, but not be limited to, the
bnlleted elements listed on that page; the listed elements of 3 TCP do not parport to be all-inchisive. In responss
fo this commnent; however, the list on page 2-70 1s revized to include the following additional element which
wiould pertain to the period of time (astimated to last about four weeks, weekdays 2:00 am 1o 5:00 p.m.) whan
work activities wonld eoour at Site 1:

- Advance warning signs (e.z.. “CAUTION: Walkway Closed Abead™. “CATITION:
Pedestmans Bicyclisis o Share Bike Lane™, or “CAUTION: Bicyclists Muost Slow Down When
Pedestmans are Present™) shall be as necessary and as approved by Calirans and the
C 7. & fla chall be made svailsble in advance of (south of) the shared bike lsne fo ensure safe

passage by pedestrians and bicyclists around the Site 1.

Fegardmg the comment’s referance to emergency access and school bus operations, becauss emergency vehicles
and school bases are part of the vehicle stream raveling on Alpine Foad, Mitngaton Measure TEA-]1 already
ncludes elements pertaining o minimizing mpacts to Tafic cironlation, safety and access, and specifically refers
o access for emergency responders and notdfication of emergency service providers (e.g., police and fire stations).

Besponse to Comment B-17: The comment states that the table containing a list of responsible agencies (Diraft
I5/ MDD page 2-80) does not inclnde the requited approvals by WOAA Fishenes or Califomiz Department of Fish
and Wildlife. In response to this comment, the table on page 2-80 is revised as follows:

Orther: Streambed Alteration
Agreement notification from
Califpmia Department of
Wildlife and Biological Opinion
from Maticnal Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration




Comment Letter C

From: Lennie Foberts <lennie/@dsroin ptvy.cans>

To: =alpinetrailismnd @smc gov.org=

CC: Alice Esnfman <Alice/azreanfoothills org=, Tulie Huicheson
~Julie(@greenfoothills.org=, Liz Snyder EZngemnf:_I?gmaﬂ.cnm;'-: Mandy Henry
“mandy @ zreenfoothills arg-

Dhate: Q92013 300 PM

Subject: Comments on Drafi IS MDD for Alpme Trail

Attachments: CGF MND Alpins Trail doc; Part 002

Hello Earen,

Aftached are my comments on the Initia] Shdy Mitzated Megative Declaration for the Alpine Fioad Trai
Improvemsnts Project, on behalf of Committes for Green Foothills,

Thanks for the oppormnity to comment and we look forward to the implementstion of this project!
Sinceraly,

Lennie Fobems, Legislative Advocate
Commiftes for Green Foothills



Comment Letter C

COMMITTEE FOR
GREEM FROTHILLE

September %, 2013

Karen Pachmaver, Principal Civil Engineer
San Mateo County Public Works

555 County Center, 5™ Floor

Redwood City, CA 94063-1663

Ee: Alpine Eoad Trail Improvement: Project — Diraft Mitizated Negative Declaration
Dear Ms. Pachmayer,

Thank von for the opportumty to comment on Draft Imbal Study/Bditizated Nezatrve Daclaration
(IS/AEND) for the above-refarenced project. On behalf of Commmttes for Green Foothulls (CGF), I
have the following comments:

Section 1.2: Project Background, page 1-2, The Introduction refers to the Lower Alpine Foad
Trail a5 2 mult-use trznl. Throughout most of the segments of the proposed project area, the
axisting trail can hardly be charactenzed az multi-use. The overwhalrming majorty of tranl users are
walkers and mnners. Alpme Foad has bike lanes adjacent to the travel lanes, and the vast majonty
of cychsts use these., One of the oljectives of the project, as CGF understands 1t, 1= to rehakbalitate
the swrface of the existing traul so 1f 15 more usable by pedestnans and an occasional inexpenenced
cychst, without expanding 1t capactty. This numimahst approach was strongly supported by many
residents of the most impacted commumity, Stanford Weekend Acres, duning the long and
contentions battle over the offer by Stanford of over 510 mullion to San Mateo County to construct a
Clasz 1 multi-use tral as puagaton for impacts from campus expansion. Please delete reference to
“mmlt-uze” and substitute “public wse™ trail as used m the IS MND on page 2-46.

Section 1.2: Project Objectives, page 1-2: As stated, the Project Objectives are to rehabalitate the
zepment of exizting Lower Alpine Trail within umneorporated San Mateo County, to stabihze the
creek bank of Los Trancos Creek at three locations to prevent further erosion of the bank, and to
moprove the trail surface for tranl users. The southern section of the traul 15 located next to Los
Trancos Creek and itz nparian commdor and the entire section 15 adjacent to Alpine Foad, a
designated Scemic Road (SMC General Plan Table 4.6). In recogmition of these important
resources, CGF requests adding 2 new Objective: to mumimize impacts upon the creek s sensitive
stream and riparian habitats and to maintain the scemie quality along Alpine Eoad. This Objective
wonld alzo be consistent with AMinzaton Measure BIO-2.

Section 1.4.2 Proposed limprovements, pages 1.4 te 1.8: CGF appreciates the hmuting of trail
rehabilitation to within 1tz existng footprint rather than expanding it, and notes that expansion could
create sigmficant impacts that would require substantal mitigations. CGF also appreciates the
muanced shifing of the trail 1-2 feet away from specific trees to protect thewr trunks and roots. In
order to prevent damage to tree trunks and roots along the trail dunng construction’rehabilitation,
CGF requests that tree protection such as exclusion fenemg/netiing’ tunk wrappmg be included
erther as 2 muhgaton measure or as a condition of approval.

COMMITTEE FOR MINE -J.I..ﬂ.'l:h: Fload B20.35E T8 paws E:I‘lﬂ{ir::.la:lhﬂll.:-.-“
GREEN FOOTHILLS Pxin Ao, T4 94300 G20 B5E B4 e www. GrznFocikilke o
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Committer for Green Foothills
September 9, 3013
Pape 2 of 3

Section 1.4.2 Proposed Improvements, page 1-3: The I[SMND dezenbes using a combmation of
botechmeal slope stabilization methods on the upper slope and planted rock slope protechon as 2
foohing to prevent scour at Site 2. These are mportant features that wall help mumimize hvdrological
mapacts to the bank immediately upstream and downstream of the site. However, there 1= nothong m
the descniphon to indicate whether smlar otechncal measures will be mmstalled on the banks
mmediately adjacent to the soldier pale wall. For Site 3, page 1-8, CGF wrges that planted rock
slope protection similar to Site 2 be used rather than a buned cuf-off wall, as over tme this wall 15
likely to be exposed under hugh flow conditions.

Aesthetics, page 2-4: The IS/MND states that Alpine Road 15 a nural road that provides scemie
views, and correctly notes that this sezment 15 within Portola Vallev's Alpme Scenic Comdor Plan,
a Sub-Area of the Town of Portala Valley's General Plan. Alpine Foad 15 also a desiznated Scemc
Foad in the San Mateo County General Flan (see comment re: Section 1.2 Objectives above). The
primary views that contribute to the scenic quality along thas stretch of Alpme Foad are of mature
coast Iive and valley caks, and npanan vegetation along Los Trancos Creek, including native
willows and buckeyes. Whle the larger trees adjacent to the trail are thankfully proposed to be
protected, some of the construction activities (particularly at Site 2 where construction will requure
excavation of a bench to allow dnlling of holes for the steel soldier piles) could result mn major
mmming of willows and other nparian trees/shrubs, which could be a potentially sigraficant
adverse visual impact, as large open gaps m the canopy of trees and mature shoubs could result. A
mufizafion measure should be required to mommize such trommming at all three of the creek bank
stabihzation sites.

Aesthetics: Mitigaton Measure AES-1, page 2-6 which calls for mstallation of concrete planter
boxes along the proposed walls at Sites 2 and 3 1s whelly unnecessary and inconsistent with
mamtainng the scenic, rurzl character along Alpine Foad. Moreover, planter boxes would require
long-term care of the soll'plants, including 1migation, ferilization, and replacement of dead plants.
This would costly and mmpractical, considering that even basic maintenance of the trail (such as
mmming encroaching shrubbery and repaming cracks/potholes) has always been a very low prionty
for the County. CGF queshons the ISMMND s conchosion that the sight of exposed conerete walls
would constrtute a potentally sipmficant impact since they will be constrmicted on the bank of the
creek and below the franl, and therefore are mostly out of :ight. Addiionally the proposed re-
vegetation of distuwrbed areas wall, over oime, be far more effectrve mungation. Pleasze delete this
pufigafion measure.

Biological Eesources: Riparian Habitat Dizenszion, page 2-I1, notes that work on the three bank
stabihzation sites could have a potentially sipmficant adverse impact on ripanan habitzt. The
discuszion further states that “minor tree mabing and brush cleanng™ would hkely be required to
provide access for workers and equipmment, and that some equipment may operate from within the
creek channel. Locations for access to the channel are not 1denfified in the ISMND, and mpacts
bevond the hmited stabilization sites have not been evaluated. but certainly there would be
additional impacts from such access sites, both to creek banks and the streambed itself. CGF
strongly urges the County to require a condition of approval that probabats keavy construction
equipment from accessing and operating within the creek channel to aveld these possible impacts.
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Committee for Green Foathills
September 9, 2013
P'ape 3of 3

Hydrology and Water Quality Dizenssion, page 2-61, concludes that the proposed project would
not result n the alteration of the course of Los Trancos Creek. However, there 15 nsufficient
analvats of fluvial processes to support this conclusion. Armonng the bank with hard concrete
walls, particularly at Site 3 where no biotechmical elements are meluded, will likely accelerate and
redwect ugh velocity flood flows of the creek, potentially mereazing streambank erosion both
upstream and downstream of the structure(s) with potenfially sigmficant adverse water quality
mmpacts, includimg sedmentation and tarbadity. The County should consider incorporating
biotechmcal elements such as live cuthngs of native willows at Site 3, or altemnatively, constructing
a bndge across this problem area, which could feazibly be accomphshed by shifting the northbound
travel lanes of Alpme Road and the trarl shghtly away from the creekbank, wsng some of the space
i the 1sland between the trave] lanes.

Thank vou azam for the opportumty to comment CGF thanks the Board of Supervisors for
providing funding and looks forward to this project’s implementation. Please send notification for
this item when 1t 15 scheduled for consideration by the Board of Supervisors, to my home/office
address below, or by emal.

Sincerely,

IRRAR

Lenme Roberts, Legislative Advocate, San Mateo County
339 La Cuesta Drve

Portola Valley, CA 94028

Lenmie(idarwin ptvy.caus
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Response to Letter C. Committee for Green Foothills, Lennie Roberts

Besponse to Comment C-1: The observation by the Committee for Green Foothills that use of the Lower Alpine
Fioad Trail is primarily nsed by walkers and ranners is noted Fegarding the commenter’s request for daleting
refarance to “mmiti-yse™ and substituting that term with “public nse”™ on Draft ISMMND page 2446, note that San
Mateo County's [)e-xmnam of Parks website” indicates that the wail is open w0 both hikers and bicyclists. Thas,
the trail is a mmiti-use wail as it is available wo pedesmians and bicyclists. The proposed project and project
olyjectives do not sesk to change the existing use fypes or increase the capacity of the mail

Response to Comment C-2: The conumenter’s request to add 2 new objective to the project description related to
minimizing impacts upon the creek’s sensitive stream and riparian habitsts and to maintain the scenic quality
along Alpine Foad is acknowledged As commectly described by the commenter, the main objectives of the project
are to rehabilitate 3 segment of the Alpines Fooad Trail, stabilize the bank along the wrail and Los Trances Creek at
three identified locations, prevent further trail narrowing to protect adjacent critical ntilities, and improve the mail
surface for trail nsers (see Draft ISAMMND page 1-1). Implementation of mitization measures identified in Section
2.4, Biclogical Pesources, of the IS/ MND (pages 2-15 to 2-25) would reduce impacts on stream and riparian
habitats to a less-than-significant level; therefors inchuzion of a new objective peraining to sTeam snd riparian
habitat is Dot necessary.

Eesponse to Comment C-3: The conumenter requasts that ee protection measares such as exclusion fencing,
nefting or tunk wrapping be included either as a mitization messure of 35 3 condition spproval As sugpested by
the commentar, the County’s contractor would install wee protection fencing fo establish the limitks of
encrogchment around exisung wees that wonld be protected. In response to this comment, the following ssntence
is added at the end of the last paragraph on Draft IS/ MND pags 1-8:

nnsmlctlnll Em:ui

Besponse to Comment C-4: In responss to the commenter’s question as to whether biotechnical messures would
be installed on the banks immediately adjacent to the soldier pile wall at Site 1, 8 combination of biotechnical
slope stabilization methods on the upper slope and planted rock slope protection as a footing to protect against
soour could be implamentad below the proposed soldier pile wall (see Draft IS/MMD page 1-5). However,
described in Fesponse to Comment B-8, since publication of the Draft IS/MND, additons] field surveys have
been conducted and it has besn determined that due fo the limited amount of space between the wall and channe],
implementation of biotechnical slope stabilization methods at Site 2 would result in encroschment in the channel.
Az such the County has concluded that planted rock slope protection wounld not be feasible at Sie 2. The
commentsr’s request that Site 3 include planted rock slope protection similar to what's proposed at Site I as
opposad to 3 buried cut-off wall is acknowledged The County would in fact install biotechnical slops
stabilization methods in sddidon to the bured cut-off wall The sixth sentence of the Srst paragraph on Draft
IS/AIND page 1-8 is revised:

The[mmlvmnulda]suemt—dﬁmgmam]l' e s
ESTatanans : et hmedmtuﬂ'waﬂmﬂlplmungunmﬂutwwldhemsmueda-s.
p:art nfﬂ:te CIP ﬁum:mg; and buned riprap may be placed on either and of the wall. This planted ares js
similar to improvements considered at Site 2.

& County of San Mateo, Doparieeent of Pazic, Alpine Tradl welbsite:
hitp:www . co.sanmateo. ca us/portal site park v e mitens £ Fboad 76 12 Fee 4524380 5441 T3 3 220 Ty gmextnid=tudb ] 95522 BE 73 10V goV"
CM1000001537230aR CRD S cprextourrchanmel=], accessed Ociobar 4, 1013,
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Adpine Rresd Trall Impiovemens
Response o Commens

Besponse to Comment C-5: The commenter’s request for minimizing fres Tomming actvities in an efort to
reduce adverse effects on visual resources is acknowledged. Some mee mimming would be required to access
COLS ion work areas and would be conducted consistent with San Mateo County’s Heritape and Significant
Tres i es. Ac described in Besponse to Comment B-10, above, the County would comply with the local
iree ordinance for removing or mmming of benitage trees. The County would alse need to acguire penmits fom
regulatory agencies for work within riparian habitat and, as required by Mitigation Measure BIO-4, wounld be
required to replant riparian vegetation to compensate for the loss of nparisn habitat within the mparan zone of
Lot Trancos Cresk Complisnce with the County's ree ordinance would snsure that mee rimming is minimizad.
It shonld also be noted that areas of mparian habitat remeoved during constmacton would be revegetated and, over
e, wonld matmre and fill in open areas that require timming. Mo addifional mitization measures related to
minimization of Tee Mmming is desmed pecessary for the purposes of reducing adverse visual effects.

Be:ponse to Comment C-§: In responss to this comment and similar comments related to sesthetics, Mitization
Measure AES-1 has been deleted. Fefer to Fesponse to Comment B-3, shove, for details.

Besponse to Comment C-7: The commenter’s suggestion for requiring a condition of approval prohibiting heavy
constraction equipment from sccessing and operating within the creek channal is acknowledged. Most heavy
equipment, inchiding cranes and drill rgs for activities at Site 2, would be utilized outside of the creek channel. A
bobrcat type skid steer loader would, however, be necessary for some bank removal work prior to CIP wall
constmaction at Site 3.

Besponse to Comment C-8: The commenter asserts that there are no biotechnical elements included at Site 3.
For clanification, please note that planted rock slope protecion methods are in fact proposed and wonld be similar
to bisenrinsered solutions ariginally proposed at Site 2. As described on page 1-5 of the Draft IS/MND, plantad
rock slope protection wonld inchode live willow stakes installed concurrentdy with rock placement to ensure
penetration and access to suitable seil conditons. The upper thres feat of channsl bank would be stabilized with
eithar vegetated sodl lifts or bmash mats.

In response to the commenter’s concem regarding the potental for increased cresk bank erosion both upsiream
and dewnstream of the stmucture{s) and assoctated adverse water quality impacts, please refer to Fesponse to
Comment B-12 for discussion as to why creek bank erosion is not anticipated
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Comment Letter D

From: :[ Emma Shlzes <“emma|@bikesiliconvalley.org=

Ta: “alpinetrailismnd @smcgov.org=

e Corinne Winter <corinne/@bikesiliconvalley.org=, Colin Heyne
“colin/@bikesilicomvalley org=

Diate: Q122013 5:1% PM

Subject: Alpine Pigad Trail Improvement Project

Attachments: 130915 Alpine Bd Trail pdf

Please find attached comments regarding the Alpine Fioad Trail Improvement
Project.

If you have questons, pleass lat me know.

Thank von,
Emma

Emma Shlzes

Advocacy Coordinator

Silicom Valley Bicycle Coalition®
#1022 The Alsmeda, Suite 420
San Jose, CA 95124

*Office: 403-287-T250 Ext. 228
*Cell: 630-703-1191
hitp:bikesiliconvalley org

Working to make bicycling safe, comvenient, and fon*
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Sepember |15, 2013

Karen E. Pochimsayar
Department of Public Warks
Caunty of San kateo

555 County Center, 5 Floor
Redwood City, CA 94063-1 665

Re: Alpine Road Trail Improvement Praject

[Chear Ms. Pachmnyer,

| am writing to express Silicen Valley Bicyche Conlition’s {SVBC) support for the adoption
of the Initial Study and Mitigated Megative Dechuration fior the Alpine Road Trail

Improevement Project, We are strongly in favor ofthe project as it provides much-needed
mainienance b a heavily wed frail by bike rders and pedestrians.

0-1

However, there are some safely concemns regarding the eonstruetion process, Bacnuse il
users would be diverted into the bike lane. there is potertial eonflict between hike niders of
differing ability as well as with pedesirions. This is of particular concer in Sie 2 and 3,
whers one of the northhound lames of Alpine Boad would be temporarily cleded and a K-roal
woukl direct bike riders and pedestrians around the construction ares, Because of linzited D=2
space, this could be danpgerous for diverted il users and experienced bike riders.

In sddition, because presummably both north- ad southbound trall users will be diveried into
the norihboand bike lane and shoulder, they are then set up 1o be riding against vehicle
weaffic, which is very unsafi, L

Chir concems are based on our islerprotation of the construction plan, We have the following
guesLions:

s Will K-rails be used both betwesen the construction and the temporary bike lane AND
hetween the bike lane and vehicle tmifie or simply between corstreetion and D-3
femporary bike lane?

+  What will the width of the combined hike lane and diverted trail path be? I 04

We applaud the effort of the County to make improvements on this importan trail, but hope
s Tarther conzideration is directed to the mitigation of polential conflicts between diverted
trail users and regular vehicle and bicyele traffic on Alpine Road. If vou would like to discuwss
oiar comments Turiher, pleass comact our Advecscy Coordinaior Emma Shlaes af 408-227-
7239, ext. 228 or emmadbikesilicomvallev.org. Please also add ber v the update list for this
prajest.

Thank yau for your consideration.

Sincenal
e = 1

Corinne Winter
President and Executive Director



Aipine Road Trall Improvements
RESDONEE o Comments

Response to Letter D, Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition

Besponse to Comment I-1: This comment expressing support for the propesed project 1s acknowledged.

Besponse to Comment I-1: The commenter expresses the following concerns for constmcton actvities at
Sites 2 and 3: (1) potential for conflict betwesn hicyclists and pedestrians as the K-rail would direct bike riders
and pedesimisns around construction area, which could be dangerous for diverted wail users and bike riders; and
(2) both northbound and sonthbound wail users would be diverted into the northbound bike lane/shoulder.

Flease note that bicyclists and pedestrians would be required to share the nomthbound bike lans/shonlder for up to
10 weeks at any given time within the overall § month construction duration at Sites 2 and 3. During this peried,
the potential for safety issuss amongst bicyclists and pedesirians exists but such a conflict would be limited to a
short period of time. Although sharing of the bike lane'rosd shoulder may canse confusion for some pedestrians
and bicyclists that are not accustomed to doing 50, it should be noted that bicyclists and pedestrians ourrently
share the Alpine Fosd Trail north of Stowe Lane. Ses Fesponss to Comment B-16 regarding measuras to
minimize raffic safety impacts during praject consmaction.

Besponze to Comment D-3: The commenter asks if the E-rails would be used both betwesn the constmcton and
the temporary bike lane and barween the bike lane and vehicle waffic, or simply betareen constroction and the

temporary bike lane.

The K-rails likely would be niad both befween the constmiction work area and the temporary bike lane and
betwesn the temporary bike lane and vehicle raffic.

Besponze to Comment D-4: The comment requests information regarding the width of the combined bike lane
and diverted trail path. Depending on the amount of reom available, the combined bike lane and diverted trail
path would range betwean 6 and 12 feet wide. Please rafer to Fesponss to Comment -2 for information
regarding the constuction duration at Sites 2 and 3 snd, consequently, the duration for potential conflicts between
bicyclists and pedestrians that would be diverted into the northbound bike lane/'shoulder. Also refer to Fesponss
to Comment B-14 for revisions to Mitization BMeasure TRA-1.
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Comment Letter E

From: Lovinda <lovinda@zmail com=

Ta: ~alpinatrailismnd @smcgov.org=

Dhate: 91172013 £:58 AM

Subject: Alpine Fioad Trail Improvement Project

Dear Ms. Packmayar,

Plegse add my vadce to thoss cheering you on as you work to mprove the
frall. For Stanford Acres, Laders, and all those whe use that irail

linking Palo Alwo/Menlo Park and Poriola Valley, for safery reasons, among
others, it's past fime to create 2 more nsable path, and the creek needs
stabilization, foo.

I may help in aoy way, although I'm just a local resident, [ wounld
weltome your call

With thanks,
Lovinds

Lovinda Baal
i50.529 B583



Aipine Foad Trall Improvements
Resporess o Comments

Response to Letter E. Lovinda Beal

Besponse to Comment E-1: This comment expressing support for the proposed project is acknowladged.

2B



Comment Letter F

From: “garele bridgeman @comeast nat=

Ta: ~alpinemailizmnd @smcgov.org-

Diage: 82772013 12:18 PM

Subject: Alpine Fuipad Trail Improvement Project

Amgust 27 2013

Alpine Foad Trail Improvement Project
Amm: Earen E. Pachmayer

Deparonent of Public Works

555 County Center, 5th Floor
Redwood City, CA 94063

Dear Wz, Pachmayer,

Iuse to live in Laders a mumber of years ago and boearded my horses at Portola Pasnmres. T have since
moved, buf still dove by the arsa so Iam familisr with the Alpine Trail Improvement project. In fact I
amended twio of the town mestings that were held regarding this project. This project was labeled
MULTI-USE, but there is no mention of equesirian nsage or confonming the mail for the use of horses.
Since this mail is § feet wide, why can't 4 feet be paved and 2 feet be a gravel segment? In this way, the
equestrians and runners will enjoy this mail moch more since mmners want a softer surface to o oo and
gravel will provide a safe surface for the equestrians to nde their borses.

I currently board my horse on Canada Fod in Wooedside, 50 if yvou go down Canada Bd. there are twio irails
along each side of the road from Foberts north to Jefferson Bd. Yon mainly see mnners, dog walkers and
equestrians on the unpaved trail. There are a lot of bike riders on the road and they mamly wse the bike
lane on the readway. The paved portion is not used that much in comparizon.

50 I would urge you to changs your design plans for the rail oo Alpine so that all users can enjoy it and
not leave ont 3 select few. There are disabled people that use their horses to get abour They would be able
to beneft from the rail. This trail connects to Webb Fanch and other equestrian facilites and Open Space
Freserves in the area, also to the Trail Systems in Poriola Valley, Los Altos Hills and Weedside. The San
Mateo Conmity Parks Master plans mantfions the goal of providing mter=trail connections.

By having a 4 foot paved’ 2 foot unpaved pordons of the mail, you will fit the description of Mult-Tlse
and meet one of the goals of the County Parks Master Plan,

Sincerely,

Carole Bridzeman

438 Portofine Dr. 102
San Carles, CA 84070
650-503-2134

Member of ETRAC (Equesmian Trail Biders Action Committes),
San Mateo County Mounted Search and Fescue | and
San Mateo County Wolunteer Horse Patrol



Aipine: FRoed Trall Improvements
Responss b Comments

Response o Letter F. Bridgeman

Besponse to Comment F-1: This comment requesting that the Alpme Read mail consist of 3 4-foot-wide paved
portion and a 2-foot-wide gravel mail to allow for eguesirian nse is noted. As described in Fesponse to

Comment C-1, the County’s Department of Parks website? indicates that the irail is open 1o both hikers and
bicyclists and, for the purposes of this document, is refemed to as 2 muold-use frail As stzted on page 1-2, one of
the mam objectives of the proposed project is to rehabilitate the existing segment of the Alpine Foad Trail within
nnincorporated San Mateo County and changes in trail use type or capacify are not proposed. The trail wounld
generally follow the same alipnment as the existing frail, which vanes betwesn 4 and § feet

Smilarly, in response to the commenter’s concern that the project does not appear to fully mest the San Mateo
Conmnry Parks Master Plan goal of providing inter-rail connections, becase the project only inchides
rehabilitation of an existing segment of the Alpine Boad Trail, the project does not inclode inter-trail conmections.
While the San Mateo County Parks Macter Plan for Trails is not the subject of this IS/ MMD, note that the haster
Plan does not require that all County mails provide infer-trail connections. Father, an objective of the overall
Master Plan is to “provide connection between pumicipal mail systems and County ails and other jurisdictions
trail systems. ™ Moreover, the proposed project does not preclude equestrian use on the Alpine Foad Trail. As
stated in prier responses, one of the main objectives of the project is to rehabilitate the exising oail Becanse this
comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Diraft IS MIND, no further response 15 provided.

3 County of San Matoo, Dopartesent of Pazic, Alpine Tradl wrebeite:
Eittp: o co. sanmaten. ca s portal site'pask s ‘memaitans £ Shaad TE1 23 eet 2824300 5441 T3 3 220 Trgmantnid=bdb ] #6022 BEDT3 10V ol
CM 10000015372 30aR CRD Scpaeatrurrchammel=]1, accasted Octobar 4, 1013,

4 County of San Matoo, 2001, Sem Limtews Conmty J000 Tnails Plon. Availabls at
bttp:/ oo, co. sanmaten. ca s’ Attachments/ pazk« File v Park s % 20Plaxming Mdaster®e 2 (Plans Trails Y2 00 astar¥a2 0Plan pdf.
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Comment Letter G

From: Faye <fayeigitailsIu com=

To: "zlpinetrailismnd @emegov.org” <alpmetrailismnd@omepov.org=
Drate: 8212013 7:34 PM

Subject: Alpina Trail

Attachments: ETFAC-Alpine Trail §-21-2013.doc

Hello Karen Pachmayer

T am attaching a letter conceming the Alpine Trail I hope that you strongly consider its confent and

G-1
changze the surface of this mail.

Bespectfully yours
Faye Brophy

ETRAC President
(Equestrian Trail Fiders Action Committes)



Comment Letter G

August 21, 2013

Alpme Foad Trail Improvement Project
Atin: Karen E. Pachmaver

Department of Public Works

535 County Center, 5th Floor

Redwood City, Ca 94063

Dear M. Pachmayer,

I am wring about the Alpine Trail Improvement. It 15 designed to be a 6 foot wide paved trail
and 15 supposed to be mult-use. I would like to azk that this trail be segmented into a 4 fi paved
segment and a 2 foot wide gravel segment. In this wav, the equesinans and runners wall enjoy
this fraul much more smee munners want a softer surface to mun on and gravel will provade a safe
surface to navigate for the horses.

If vou zo down Canada Rd, there are two trails along each side this road from Eoberts Store
north to Jefferson Bd You will see that all the munners use the unpaved trail, az well as dog
walkers and equestnans. This unpaved trail 15 used much more than the paved trail by all users.
We have many bikes pommg up and down this road but they all use the roadway.

So for the above reasons, I would strongly wrge that vou change vour design plans for the single
trail on Alpine. This trail connects Webb Fanch and other equestman facilities to the open
spaces at Arastadero, Windy Hill, Portola Vallew trail system and to the Woodside Trail system.
By paving thas trail, vou have effectively eliminated equesimans from this trail and vou are not
fulfillimg the SMC Parks Master plan for Trails whose goal 1= to provide inter-trail connechons
between County parks, open spaces, State a5 well as Natonal Parks.

This trail 15 used mostly by walkers, minners, equestrians and people who tend to nde slowly on
bikes (zince the advanced faster bikers will use Alpine Road and not the frail). By using the 4 fi
paved? fi gravel ratio, you will prowide surfaces that all the users will enjoy. not just a porhon of
the uzers.

Faye Brophy
ETFAC President




Ajpine Rcesd Trall Improsemenis
Response o Commens

Reasponse to Letter . Faye Brophy, ETRAC Presidant

Besponse to Comment G-1: In response to this comment, please refer to Fesponss to Comment F-1, above
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Comment Letter H

From: Mike Bushue <mike boshoesporacle com

Ta: <alpinetrallismndi@isms gov.org =, mb <mikes bushue@oracle com™=
Drate: 2272013 1042 AM

Sobjeci: Fwd: Alpine Trmil

Draar M= Pachmayer,

I am writing oo behalf of the equesmians that use the mail on Alpine
Foad for equestrian passage to the mails in Porfola valley, [ama
resident of Belmeont and have boarded my borses at Webb Banch for over
ten years.

Frequently, I nde out the font gate to Webb Ranch and cross Alpine
Fooad, using the crosswalk, o gef to this segment of the Alpine mail

I then mavel west along Alpine, past the Ladera Country Chub, to the
unpaved saction of trail that comess out at Wesmidze Foad, ar I continue
o o Arasiradero Fisad on the northern side (which is an unpaved frail
on Alpine).

The trail madifications listed for improvement call for a 6 fisot wide
paved trail which is supposed to be muki-use. Iwould like to ask

that this mai be segmented, into a 4 £t paved segment and a 2 foot

wide zravel segment. My preference is to have the I ft wide segmeant be
farthest away from the read surface. This will make this frail a much
more enjoyabls experience for the equestrians and rormers who want a
softer surface to ron on, and gravel will provide a safe surface for borses.
H-1
If yvou g0 down Canada Foad in Woodside, you will find that there are mro
tmails aleng each side this mead from Foberts Store port to Jefferson
Foad. Vou will ze= that all the ninners use the unpaved tmail, as wall

a5 dog walkers and eguestrians.  This unpaved trail & used much mare
than the pawed mail by all users. Thers are many bikes going up and
down this road bat they generally use the roadwray.

S, for the above reasons. [ would stmongly wrgs that you change your
curment desizn plans fo a splif surface trail on Alpine. This frail
connects Webh Ranch and other equesiman facilities, inchiding Alpine
Fock Banch and Glenoaks Equestrian Center, fo the open spaces at
Arastadero, Windy Hill, the Portela Valley Town Trail system and to the
Woodside Trail system. By paving this trail, you have effectively
eliminatsd eqoestrians from this trail and you are not folfilling the

San Mateo County Parks Master Plan for Trails, which states that their
goal is to provide inter-mail connections betwesn county parks, open
spaces, sfate as well as national parks.

This trail iz wsed mostly by walkers, runners, squestrians and peopls
who fend to ride slowly oo bikes (smoe the advanced faster bikers will
use Alpine Foad and not the wrail). By using the 4 fi. paved 2 fi
grave] rafio, you will provide surfaces that all the users will enjoy,

ot just a pordon of the users.

Bespectfolly yours
Mike Bushne
ETEAC Vice President and boarder at Webb ranch



Adpine Foad Traill Improvemenis
Resnonse o Commens

Response to Letter H. Mike Bushue, ETRAC VP

Besponte to Comment H-1- In response to this comment, please rafer to Fesponss to Conument F-1, above
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Comment Letter |

From: karen butterfield <butterfeldkarenayaboo com™

Ta: "alpinetrailismnd@smecgov.org” <alpmetrailismndvismegov.org=
Diate: 8731/2013 11:22 PM

Subject: Lower alpine trail improvements

Dear County Supervisors and planners,

I am in full support of improvements for the lower Alpine mail along the stretch of Alpine Foad
betwesn Stanford University and the Ladera Oaks tennis court area 5an Mateo county needs to link
the lower Alpine trail with the beantiful trail for walking and biking along Alpine Boad within the
city of Portola Valley. Iwounld like planners to be sure the 4-6 foot wide mail is continuous along the
roadway, smoothly paved and ideally separate from the roadway for sutomobiles and tucks. It
would be great to have a bike and walking mail on both sides of the read but to have it atleast on 1
side would make it a safer path for walkers and bikers.

San Mateo county should also install & 3 way stop sign at either La Cuesta and Alpine Foad, or La
Mesa and Alpine Foad, as the traffic has doublaed or more in the last 10-20 years at peak travel times
along Alpine Foad. It would make it safer for walkers, bikers and cars to cross Alpine Foad.

I hope this project goes forward promptly.

Thank you

Earen Butterfield
20 Coquito Court
Ladera, CA 24028




Aupiree Roead Trall Improvesmens
Regponse o Comments

Razponse to Letter [, Buttarfiald
Eesponse to Comment I-1: This comment expressing suppert for the proposed project is acknowledzed.

Eesponse to Comment I-2: The commmenter’s request for the instzllation of a three-way stop sizn at either

La Cnesta Foad and Alpine Foad imtersection or the La Mesa and Alpine Foad intersection s noted. One of the
main objectives of the propesed project is to rehabilitate the existing Alpine Foad Trail within unincorporated
San Mateo County and to stabilize the bank along the il and Los Trances Creek at three identified locations.
The proposed project does not inclnde readway improvements, such as installation of a three-way stop sign at the
above-mentioned mtersections. This comment has been forwarded to the Roead Operations deparment within the
County’'s Foad Service Division. As this comment does not address the content or adeguacy of the Draft I5/0ND,
no farther response is provided.

ar



Comment Letter J

From: Peter Caryotakis <pcaryotaiaiclond com=
To: ~alpinatrailismnd/Tsmegovorg=

Diate: 942013 730 AM

Subject: Alpine Trail

Earen E. Pachmayer, Principal Civil Enginesr
Iam glad you are finally getting around o the 1ssue of fixing our oail

Iwas guite dismayed to see that the work on Alpine Foad has worsensd the condition of the mail for
those frying to use it now. Why the county paid fo have all those workers out on the read with all fhat
equipment and then didn't think to simply pave those sections of the wail that were next to the road is
beyond my comprehension I am spesking of the places where they have paved Alpine Foad so that it
overlaps the wail Wow, there are even more sections. They have created MOERE work for you to
maks the trail safe.

Iwould hope that when you begin work you will repave ALL the sections of the wail that have
degraded. This inclndes even these sections that are next to Weekend Acres. Mo one 1= saying the size
of the trail needs to be increased, but it should be SAFE and stable. Signs do need to be put up.

There is one section that was complained abont continwously where the ail uses Specker Court?
("0ld Alpine™) It is in that secton that the claim that driveways are oo the path was complained
about. The TEATT. ... uses the soeet. It was thare before the houses. The houses are all nsing "exira"
parking on the Alpine side of that street. Fust paint the bike path on the FAR SIDE Som their homes
and stop the illegal parking. They have no rights to that public land and bave pointed out the dangars.
It will minimize your cost in mying o create a path.

I hope 1o see this project complete well before the end of the school year. All of this conld have been
finished LONG ago if you had listened to the majority and made amendments and changes for the
minorty instead of tossing the entire project out.

The trail now 15 3 complste embamassment comparad to the section that was redone further down
Alpine or even the section Stanford redid near the comer.

Peter Caryotakis
Teacher at Menlo-Atherton High School
Ladera Fesident since 19460
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Agpine R Trall Inpovemens
Regponse o Comments

Rosponse to Letter J, Caryotakis

Eesponse to Comment J-1: The commment expresses suppon for the project and requests that the Connty repave
all sections of the trail that have degraded inchuding sections near Stanford Weekend Acres and include wail
improvements where the wrail coincides with Snecker Court. Figure 1 of the IS/MMD depicts where trail
mprovements are proposed and shows portions adjacent to the Stanford Weekend Acres neighborhood. The
proposed project does not inclode trail rehabilitstion work whers the existing trail coincides with Alpine Foad
(zee page 1-4 of the Draft I5MINDY). This inchides the section of Alpine Foad near the Snecker Court intersection
&z well as where Alpine Foad intersects with Happy Hollow Lane and Bishop Lane, snd Wildwood Lane in the
Stanford Weekend Acres neighborhood. As described in prior responses to comments, the proposed project does
not mclods roadw sy mprovernents. This conment has been forwarded to the Foad Operations department within
the County’s Fioad Service Division.

The commenter’' s reguest that the project constmction be complete before the end of the school year is

acknowledzed. As described on page 1-12 of the Draft IS/ MWD, project constuction is anticipated to occur over
a six month period beginning in summer 2014 and ending m fall of 2014,
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Comment Letter K

From: Tanet Davis <jadjadjad@=bcglobal net-
Ta: "alpinetrailismndi@smegov.org” <alpinetrailismndi@eme gov.org-
CC: warren slocum <wilorum @ smegov.org-, margarat williams

“margaretwilliams 201 0ziemail com=, Diana Gerba <dgerbaj@mac conr-, Sidney Overland
“sidneyoverland@yahoo com, susie cohen <susisjcfigmail com=, patsy Wong ~patsyvwiiacl.com>,
Lennie Eoberts <Lenniejddarwin prvy.caus=, dave boyce <dbovee@almanacnews.com=, Don Horsley
~DHorsley @smecgov.org=, diane schisno <disnejschianojizmail com=, alicia tomagosa

<alicia 94023 @yahoo.com=, stuart weiss <st@cresksidescience. com-, walter Nelson
“uasli@prodigy nes-, Ginger Holt <Ginholt@pacbell net=, arlene lindblom <RGLGE @ a0l com:=,
arshan arshi <-azarshij@zmail com™=, carel vonderlinden <carolvli@att net=, jean harman

<jharmanS98 @oomeast.net=, neil scott <nscotti4@me.com=, leslie musnneman <leslie@muenn net-
Drate: 9722013 246 PM

Subject: TRAIL "IMPROVEMENTS" AND CREEE ARMORING

RESPOMEE

TO THE DEAFT INITIAL

STUDY MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
ALPIME ROAD TRATL “IMPROVEMENTS™ PROJECT

Frepared by ESA
35 Eearmy Street, Suite 800
San Francisco CA 94108

INTRODUCTION:

Whea 5tanford and the City of

Menle Park widened and realizned Sand Hill Foad and the Alpine intersection,
they built a walled-in, wide, multi-use, bi-directional “trail” along the relocated
golf course.  The widening of the Alpine

inferseciion eliminated the walkway along the surface of the road between the
two intersections. According to Larmy

Horton of Stanford, a passageway was also

planned nnder the cantilevered

section of Sanfa Cruz Avenne to allow local residents fo cross from Alpine to
Sand Hill Foad on fiot.  This got desipnated

a “multi-use, bi-directional trail” and was extended to the city limits aloag

the first “block™ of Alpine Road. Iris

extremely hazardons for pedestrizns becanse many experienced and
noa-experenced cyclists use it to aveid the maffic lights at the

imfersections. It is also not ADA

compliant and it is less than clear as to whether this is a “dedicated” mail.

Alpine Fioad has been widened, znd

bordering properies have in the past been condemned to facilitate this. Fuoning slong the Stanford
Weekend Acres

[5WA] subdivision from Stowe Lane to Piers Lane there was always a nammow neizhborbood pathoeay that
was usad by

local residents and horse riders from Weblb Fanch and the Dish,  When bicycling bacame popular, most
of that pathwray was taken up and used for bike

lanss. It has never been a “irail” dedicated or not
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Comment Letter K

Stanford was obligated under

their General Use Permit from the County of Santa Clara, to locate a hiking

trail [C-1] across their own property. They refiised to do this and attempted to fulfll that
obligation by shifting the oblization and locaton to San

Mateo County along the Alpine Boad rzght of way. In an effort o force the issme, Lammy
Horton, VP of Governoment  Affairs ar

Stanford pointed fo three sites along creek where erosion was visible, and argued

that this simation mandated mstallaton of an enminesred, mult-nse

bidirectional “wail” through the residential subdivision of Stanford Weskend

Acres, partial removal of 3 hill, and creek amoernng to accommodate this

constacton. This “wail™ would have

heen highly dangerous to all mvolved becawse of the extrems hazards of Alpine

Road, and the many crossings of cal de sacs, doveways and Seewsay ramps.

The Enginesring drawings for this
proposal are seemingly lifted from the BEF drawings for the initial 20 ft. wide
C-1 Trail (see “References” p. 1-13)

San Francisquitoe, Los Trancos and

Matadero Creeks all have mmltipls erostion sites, cansed by

natural earthquake activity, but also by constuction on the creekbanks and

storm drains. The creek ammonng suggested

in this * D. would have many adverse effects on downstream propertes and those

on the opposite bank and there are altematives available that

would not have those deleferions effects. The San Mateo County supervisors wisely declined
Stanford's offer of

£10, 000,000 contribation to this constuction. They did agres to fimd some minor repairs of the
pathway. My opposition focuses mainly on Site 3 and

the section of the pathway throuzh

Stanford Weekend Acres [3WA]

LACEK OF HOTICE:

While it might be moe that there

are oaly some legal notice

requirements 1o Indisn fribes etc_, common courtesy and govermnent TANsparency

policies would mandate notification of those people likely to be affected.  All other jurisdictions
in the Bay Ares provide notices in the local papers and on their websites. I found nothing on the
county websites or in the local papers. The only publication

that ecourred was becanse I e-mailed Dave Boyoe, editor of the Almanac, who

wrote an editorial. Even Professor Alan

E. Launer of Stanford’s Land Use Dept., {and who has smdied the cresk for

decades ) was not notifisd.  Given that

Stanford’s Larmmy Horton indtiated the sugzestion that the creek was o nesd of

anmmoring, and the fact that the

opposite bank i slated to be a Conservation Habitat zone, this is a serons

omussion.  The proposed work will have

major impacts on the residents of Stanford Weekend Acres: some more than

others, and the apparent failure to notify those property owners either 15

imexcnsable. The least that the County

shiomld have done is to have notified the 5WA Home Owmers” Association.  This s especially so,
since there was almost

unamimons opposition to the C-1 mail by the SWA residents.

K-3

K-5

K-8



ARGUMENT:

This docurnent is inaccurate, inept, incomplets, fails to consider
alermatives, and evidences a complets lack of understanding of the ares and
the envirooment. There are two

components fo the project: the so called “trail™ and the creek armoring.

Th.E ::TI.EJ'J:H-

The vary short portion of Alpine

Fioad within the City of Menlo Park up to Fural Lane is designated a

“multi-uze trail” by the City, althongh I have found no record of it actually
being dedicated to the city 25 snch There is 8 dedicated mail from La Cuesta
unincorporated Ladera, to Portola

Valley. Howewver, the WD is incomrect in stating that the

extendad portion throwgh SWA is a mult-use trail [pages 1-2 and 2-2 para. 110]
It has always been a neighborhood path,

although it iz increasingly (and hazardowsly) being nsed by cyclists because
there is no way o cross Alpine and the infersection was poorly desizned for
cyclists. This pathway is only abount 187

wide in parts.  Some paris are elevated;

some have ourbs; some is asphalied, some is not.  There is no drainage system along the SWA
stretch, and asphalting of a previously permeable surface 3 few years ago

cansed (and continnes fo canse) massive flooding of homes and properiies along
Alpine.

Safaty:

There is an additional serions safety problam in that cars,

tmacks and motercycles use the bike lane and the pedestrizn path a5 2 second

lana! This 15 especislly so whers thers iz no, or little, heizght separation

betwesn path and rosdway. This is a daily ecourence and there have bean

frequent accideats. A sigo deaoting

“BIEE LAME" at the comer of Stowe and Alpine had to be replaced several fimes

because motorists using both the path and the bike lane as an inside pass lans,

kept hitiing the curb and demolishing the sign.  Merely resurfacing, especizlly near Stowe Lane,
15 Zoing to exacerbate these safety problems.

Another aspect of the safety

problem concerns Site 3. WMultple

accidents have oconrred hers where vehicles have turned off the fesway ramp

too swifily, over corrected, and have crashed down the embankment. As the bank

cuwrantly exists they have had soft landings. Installation of & concrete wall could result m
fataliies. Even more such vehicle overbankings have

ooourred thronghout the length of 5WA, and the metal guard rail at the Bishop

Fioad mrmn has been demolished multiple imes. Fesidents have pichures gong back
decades of some of these events.

Crrar the years, residents In the section between Bishop snd Piers have

landscaped for privacy, sound protection, drammage and safety.  This propoesal wounld
eliminzte those plantngs, install keystone blocks and a 4-6 ft. wide impenmeable asphalt
surface plus 8 one fi. wide, 3 & high concrete retaning wall betwesn the

guard rail and the homes. This will have

3 sigmificant impact on those residents, yet they have o my knowledgze not been

given nofice of this plan.
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Comment Letter K

Asphalt Toxiciy:

It iz proposed touse a pype I

asphalt-concrete shury system on the trail which mns alongside the

creek.  In one lecation, under the I-280

freeway, the wail is routnely fooded.  Asphalt is toxic fo fish, wildlife, aguatic life
and is a potental carcinogen. There is no disoussion of

bow this propesed substance complies

with 33 U.5.C. Section 1231{a) [The Clean Water Act]

Creek Reinforcement:

Introducton:

Los Trancos Cresk is, and always

has been, susceptible fo eroston. The San Francisquito part of the creek
(downsiream from Piers Lane) is namurslly meandsring, has moved westwards
several fimes in the past and is constanty eroding and accreting.  There are additional
man-instigated reasons

for the specified, specific arpsion sites: the foolish construction of the

Ladera Oaks Club on the very banks of the creek, creating accelerated mmn-off
from impermeabls surfaces; and the large, unbaffled storm drains at La Cuesta,
I-280, and Piers Lane (from the Porolzs Valley Training Center) that create
torrents of flood water scouring banks and undermining trees during winter.
(Unil I complained several years ago, the

efflnent from FTVTC also nsed to camy massive amounts of horse mamare divectly
into the creek via that very storm drain)

Storm drains are even mentioned

in the NI}, For example, p. 1-5 refers to

an 137 pipe at Site 1 near La Cuesta. (I

think there iz also one by La Mesa) Anyons

who has wimessed the winter mflow and outfall from thiz drain would see
nnmediztely why there is an erosion

problem There is & similar problem at Site 2, actoss from Portola Valley
Training Center. As fosite 3 atp 1-8

the report is, I believe, n error. It

is not the readway nm-off that is causing the erosion, it is the massive storm draing
which the engineers propose to add to,

and reinforce! This would appear to

someone Who has lived by the creek for almost 50 years, to be utter insanity,
and wonld vastly exacerbate any existing erosion in that spot and downsimeam.

Hydrology 101:

You simply cannot armor one side of a cresk without cascading ramifications
downstream and on the opposits

banks. The County has repeatadly allowed

cresk armoring and storm drains on sequential projects withont any thought to
the cumpulative effect. There are retaining

walls along 5an Francisquito creek that have no parmits: some are of
decomposing zabion, others are of poor, outdated desizn that impede Hood
waters and camse downstream darmage to other properties.  The County has absolutely no record of the
extent of thiz, nor have they done any holistic stodiss on the impact on
flooding and bank collapsa
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Comment Letter K

Stanford owns the entrety of the

oppasite bank, yet the WD was apparently not even senf to the responsible

parties at the University. Stanford has

done multple smdies on the varous creeks in the watershed; the

impact of sedimentation; the potential impacts of dam remowal; and factors

affecting flood allevistion. Furthermore, the opposite hank owned by Stanford is slated
to be a Conservation Zone, and as such a basic requirement shonld have been some
coordination with the Head of the Conservation Dept., Alan Launer.

CONSTRUCTION:
What s proposed for cresk

“stabilizadon”™ is nierly egregious, nnnecessary and futle. The creek is the last remaining “

free™ cTeck In the county that suppoerts saveral endanzered or protected species. Itis also

frequented by many species crossing o and Som the Dich area to the Wabb

Flanch ares. The exposed roots of oees

where erosion GCOUrS SeTVE &5 profecion and cover for aquatic species. To

mnctall cast in place concrets walls, 15 £t high and 710 f2et long (p. 1-8) is

completely ridicnlons and utterly anathema to probably everybody living in the

ares — which encompasses all the residents of SWA. It would almost certainly exacerbats
the floed potental of the residents of Piers Lane specifically, and everybody downsoeam

To suggest, as proposed at p.
2-6, that putting planter boxes along this wall would make this accepisble is
urterly hndicrous.

The mest egregious porton of the

proposal is that which is planned for Site 3: 2 70 fi. long, 15 fi. high retaining

wall with spread footings along the bank of the creek.  Added to the msanity is the proposal
to reinforce and add to the stormwater inlet, which is the very resson there is erosion in the
first place. This is all the more ridiculows becanse a

simpler, less costly and less environmentally harmfnl approach would be 1o

reduce the width of the median and adjust the posidon of the pathway, or (as

originally suggested by the BOS) construct a woeden bridge over the eroded

sections of the path. Both these slternatgves would prevent the cascading

effect of creak ammoring. The wosden

brideze would also reduce the danger to pedesirians of caresning cars that veer

over the path and bike lane.

The proposal also calls for the temporary
closure of Alpine Foad which is wsed by ower 23,000 people per day.

The fact that something can be constmocted is no reason that it shonld be constucted.

The Ammy Corps of Enginesrs nndertook vast

consmucton projects for example, around Mew Orleans, and along the Missoun

and Mississippd rivers: all of which resulted in maszsive, devastating flooding

and irreversible environmental damagze. Becently § millions ware spent on “improvements™
to the levee along the lower reaches of the San Francisquite Creek that did not

prevent flpoding Last year.
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Comment Letter K

SPECIFIC OBIECTIONS TO IMPACTS DEEMED INSIGNIFICANT OF. CAPABLE OF

MITIGATION:

Sectom 2.1. Aesthefics:

T suggest that construction of a

project of this scope, invelving the extent of concrete and asphalt could be

mifigated to the point of less than significant impact, strains credulity.  Site 3 wonld be
visihle to every vehicle

exiting I-280 and when (if) completed wonld be highly visible to everyons

walking or biking in the vicmity.

Mitigation Measure AES] p 2.6

T suggest that “The county shall

install planfer boxes along the proposed walls of Sites 21 and 3 to Improve the
wisual character and quality of the site™ iz any kind of mitization is witerly ndiculons.
The project will obviously affect the existing visual charactsr of the

area.  (ziven the County's uter failare

historically to monitor aoy mandated

“Condidons™ in 5WA, and the almost

complate lack of maintensnce thronghont the sntirs length of the 5WA path it

15 astounding that this suggeston was even made.

Subsections e-f relating to scenic corridors and nanaral scenic qualities are in error.

It i= true that this area is not a Desizn Beview District. However, the

General Plan is replete with policies affecting scenic corridors and ripanian

corridors and buffer zopes. What is proposed is dismeirically oppoesed to those policies,

Section 2.4 Biological Fesources:

Tiger Salamander: We used to have many of these at our property

just north of Site 3. There is nothing

to prove that they do mot cocur at

Site 3 or neariyy.

5F arter snake: As sbove

Pond Turtle: As shove. Plus they are (or at least were) presant by

Fiers Lane, and there is nothing to suggest they are not at site 3, especially
since these are very alusive.

The enfire section on mitigation

measures s inadequate, Itis

contemplated that work will be not only on the banks but within the actaal channel of the
creek dismrbing the bed, the banks, and the swrmounding environment

Dlitigation measure BIO-6 (p. 2-21) suggesis

taking photos of the banks pre-constmction and developing a contingency plan

if restoraton goals are not met within 2 years. Anyone with experience of the
Connty’s performance in such aress has good canse to doubt the veracity of this
claim. The same applies to BIO-7

Mitigation measure. Ttem (e) onp. 2-23 is

not factaal since the work proposed conflicts with momerous paliciss in the

General Plan  Ttem (f) onp. 2-24 states

that the project will have no impact on the Stanford Habitat Conservation Plan since
it concerns Los Trancos Creek. However, it is just

upsiream from the confluence with San Francisquito Creek, which is coversd by

the HCP Plan, and could certamly have an mmpact.

K-24

K-25



Comment Letter K

15 CULTURAL BESOURCES:

The trail follows in part, the

old Buell Wagon Trail. Old records of

Alpine Foad show that there was a cemetery roughly where Bishop Lane is

sitwated. About 3 year ago it was

reparted that Mative American remaing

were found on nearby Orange Avenne. Fossils frequently wash down the cresk and

can be dug up in lecal gardens.  Following the widening of the Alpine road infersection,
many fossils were lyving n the pround.  When 5LAC was

excavated many marine mammnal skelstons were found, one of which was about the
size of a cow. In pre-history, long before the Mative Americans lived here,

thiz entre area was part of an eoean so it is reasonable to asswmes that that

there are cultural amfacts, especially in the creek area. There s (or at least was) also a
present-day “Sweat Lodze™ on the opposite bank of the creek nasr Site 3.

Therefore it is firly likely that some

cultaral resources will be found and some could madvertently be destroved.

1.6 GEOLOGY AND S0ILS:

The recent TT5GS maps of the area

depict parts of the area along San Francisquito and Los Trancos creeks to be liquefaction
and slide zones. The force of floed

waters during winter in these creaks i sufficient to wansport large boulders,

and slabs of concrete from failed retaming walls downstream, causing problams,

It iz not inconceivable that this could ecour

with the proposed armoring.  The

narrafive at p. 2-33 refers to old 1986 data [ander point (1i1)]

17 CLIMATE CHANGE snd SECTION 2.8 HAZARDS:

Subsection () which cross

references to Section 2 8(j) is, mn my opindon, flat out wrong. In 1954 and agam in
1993 the enfire ares was

flocded cansing Alpine Foad on both sides of I-280 to be impassable. While the
proposed retaining walls might not impede flood waters in the channe], they will
cartainly accelerate the flow camsing

sigmificant damage and flooding dowmsiream.

1& HYDROLOGY:

Subzecton () is not

accurate. It states {p. 2-51) that the wail

would be the same width as presently exists. That conflicts with prior statements regarding the
trail width betwean

Bizhop and Piers Lanes. It also fails to

take into account the lack of environmentally

compliant draimage along the 5WA portion of Alpine Fiead and the impact of aoy additional
impervions surface. It also does not address the sddidonal polluted

mn off fom the road that will be transported mfo the creek.  There is no basis for the assertions
in subsection {c) at p. 2-51 that the project will not increase siltation or

erogion off site.  Since consoucton projects

have oconrred in recent years close to the creek banks and stonm drains have

besn installed, massive siltation and erosion has occummed dowmnsiream.  There is absolutely no
reazon o expect that

thiz will not be exacerbated by the proposed project.

Subsection {d) is even

conmadicted by prior text in which it is stated that addifions will be made o
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storm drains and mmpermesble.  Anyone who
has been in the area during storms and wimessed the ontflow from some drains

and the peiroleum-based fosm that pollutes the creek wonld have to agree that any addifion would

be sigmificant. The fact that constmuction might eccur in

summer does not mean that tainted mm

off does not accomulate o be floshed into the creeks in winter [as stated in
Subsection ()]

The most egregions part of this section is that it witerly fails o
address the well known incidence of the cascading effects of creek ammoring.

210 LAND USE & PLANNING:

This section eatirely ignores the

General Flan policies relative to riparian and buffar zones. Pages: 2-54, 55 are in emmor in that it
refers to the northern part of the alpine Boad trail.  This is incormect in that the area through
SWA is a path not a wail and use by bidirectional cyclists is extremely

dangerons because of the varions mfersections with doveways, on'off ramps and

cul de sacs, Widening the path as is contemplated for the area near Bishop Lane

will further encourage this dangerows activity. This safefy sspect was the whols reason that
Stanford’'s C-1 “mail” proposal was so vigorously opposed by 5WA residents.

Pages 2-59. 60 are in error.  Post constmiction there will be a sizmificant
IncTease i nolse expenienced by those residents near the metal barmicade by
Bizshop Lans. The statement at the top of

p- 2-60 that the project will not invelve addiional maintenance, conflicts
with prior statements that the project will require two years of watering and
continual maintenance of planters.

214 PUBLIC SERVICES:

This section is nof cormect.  The primary first responder to the area is

Enging E-4 of the Menlo Park Fire District stationed on Alameda, even thongh

the ares 1= technically within the Cal Fire Area.  Alpine Foad iz 3 major routs used by
EMETgency services to access problems on south-bound I-280.

215 BECEREATION

Subsections (g) and (b) make no

sense. The SWA path and the trail soath

of La Cuesta are nsad for recreation.  Obwionsly “improvements™ wonld be likely to cause
additional use or

there would be no point in making them. It

15 likely that more use of the Dish conld be expected.

116 TRAMSPORTATION:

There usad to be Foute 85 bus

service along Alpins Foad Howewver, the

CHP zhut this down as too dangerons along 5WA Alpine Foad has also been nzed
as 3 major tack route to and from I-280 by

Stanford University constuction tucks. The existing fraffic along Alpine 15 such
that residents can hardly

access the southbound lane to get to I-280 until 10 a m. and even the north

bound lane s hard to access.  Any additonal traffic is a

problam  Since thers are several blind

curves alongz Alpine, constmction tucks would represent a line of sight™

hazard to the public, especially to residents.
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2.17 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS:

Subsection (c) discusses replacement of storm water

drains. Even if the new system has the

same capacity as the old, there will be additional mpenmeable surface which
will mean greater and faster outflow, which will have enviroamental impacts,
espacially since asphalt is to be wsad on the surface.

2.18 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Subsection (a) concedes that

sigmificant impacts are likely. Subsection (b) does not address the obvions. Reference is made to
an e-mail between Crilles

Tourei of P-ublic Works and ESA. This

was Dot included in the ND. This saction

fails to deal with the cunmlative effects of creek armoring and the likely downstream/cross

siream effects.

CONCLUSION:

What 15 proposed for the pathway &

NOT the mmer improvements that e BOS

suzzested be done. It is 2 mimi-renm of Stanford’s C-1 trail, even to the

extent of using the same engineenng firm Brian, Kangzs! It

contemplates widening parts to the detnment of residents, takes no notice of existing

drainage problems, and m fact adds to those problems and pollnton of the

creek by petroleum denvatives. It will encourage the ulirahazardous use of the path by experienced
cyclists who

refins to nse fhe bike lanes. That which is proposed for the creek is not

environmentally sound, is not in accord with the General Plan policies, does

not take into account downsiream and cross siream ramifications, and is likely

to cause cascading erosion and flooding downstream.  Furthermaore, if fails to address less costly
and more environmentally friendly

alternatives.

Janet Davis
September 2, 2013,
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Adpine Road Trall Impimsvemens
FRegponse o Comments

Reasponse fo Letter K. Janet Davis

Besponse to Comment K-1: This comment providing back sround information on the widening snd realisning of
the Sand Hill Road and Alpine Foad intersection and the hazards for pedestmians due to bicycle conflicts along the
irail undsr the cantilevered section of Santa Cmz Avenus, is acknowledzed However, as this comment does not
address the propesed project or project area, no further response is provided.

Besponse to Comment K-2: The commmentsr states that the Alpine Foad has been widened and that bordering
properties have in the past been condemned to facilitate this. The commenter also notes that there was 3 namow
pathway used by local residents and horse riders from Webb Fanch and the Ddish and that since bicycling has
become populsr, most of that pathway was taken up and nsed by bikers. As this comment does not does not
address the propesed project or project area, no further response is provided.

Besponse to Comment K-3: This comment providing back sround information on the Alpine Boad Trail
Improvements project is acknowledzed; however, because comment does not address the content or adequacy of
the Diraft IS/ WMMND, no further response is provided.

Besponse to Comment K-4: The commentsr correctly notes that the engineenng drawings were prepared by
BEF, as referenced in the IS/ MWD citations. Mo further response is provided

Besponse to Comment K-5: The commentsr’s opinion and opposition to proposed improvements at Site 3 and
the trail rehabilitation work throngh the Sanford Weekends Acres neighborhood is acknowledzed. Potential
environmentz]l impacis that could oocur due to construction work at Site 3 and repaving of the Alpine Boad Trail
are disclosed in Chapter 2 of the Draft IS MDD, Activities at these locations conld result in impacts on sensitive
riparian habitat, special-stams species, construction noise effects, etc. bat such activitdes would be reduced o less-
than-siznificant levels with implementation of mitigation messures described thronghout Chapter 2. With respect
to the commenter’s concern regarding the project’s effects on downsteam properties and those on the opposite
bank, please refer to Besponse to Comment B-12.

Besponse to Comment K-6: The commentsr expresses concern regarding lack of adequate notification of the
IS/AND. CEQA Cuidelines Section 15073 reguires that a lead agency provide a public review period of not less
than 20 days and when an MWD iz snbmitted to the State Cleaning house for review by state agencies, the poblic
review period shall not be less than 30 days. CEQA Guidelines Section 15072 requires that a lead agency mail a
notice of intent (WOI) to adopt 3 negative daclaration or mitizated negative declaration to the public, responsible
agencies, fstes agencies, and the counfy cletk of each county within which the project is located.

Consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15073, the public review period was over 30 days, extending from
August 16, 2013 to September 15, 2013. Based on 3 mailing list developed for the Alpine Foad Trail Improvements
project, 15 hard copies were dismibuted fo the State Clearinghonse and 17 hard copies were sent to public agsncies
incloding the San Mateo Comnty clerk’s office, and interested zroups and individuals that have expressed interest
the Alpine Foad Trail project (inclnding 5tanford University and two residents who were thought fo be presidents of
the Stanford Weekend Acres Homeowner's Association). Consistent CEQA Guidelines Section 15072, notification
of the Draft IS/MND was provided throngh legal notices in the San Francisco Exsminer (mum date August 16, 2013
and Aupgust 23, 2013). In sddition, the County distmbuted 3 notice regarding publicaton of the I3 MHD to seven
interest groups. At the times of publication, this deoument was and oorrently is availshle for review on the County
Parks website at the following link: hifp.\www.co sanmates o3 us/portal 'site/parks..

Besponse to Comment K-T: The commenter assarts that the Draft IS/WND for the Alpine Foad Trail

Improvements project is inaccurate, incomplete, and fails to consider aliematves. The comment lacks specific
details about the dooument’s inadequacies. In response, pleass note that an analysis of altematives is not required
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in an I5MHD per CEQA Guidelines, nor is it required in the County’s IS/ MIND auidalines. Fefer to responses to
Comments E-8 through E-37 for response to specific issues addressad by the commenter.

Besponte to Comment BE-8: The comomnenter asserts that the short porton of Alpine Foad within the City of
Menlo Park up to Fural Lane is designated a “multi-use mail™ by the City and raises safety concems as it is
mcTeasingly being wsed by bicyclists. Mote that San Mateo Couaty’s Department of Parks website” indicates that
the trail is open to both hikers and bicyclists. Thus, the tradl is 3 multi-use trail as it is svailabls to pedesmians and
bicyclists. In responsse to this comment, pleasze refer to Fesponse to Comment C-1.

In response to the last pordon of the comment notding the width of the path and portions of the path that are
elevated as described in Secdon 1.4.2 of the Draft IS/MIND), the width of the rehabilitated porden of the mail
would be the same as the existing trail, which varies 4 to 6 fest wide. A 1.27-mile portion of the trail would be
palverized snd repaved with asphalt-concrete on top and thres sections of the tradl (totaling 0.2 mils) would be
reated with a Type I shorry seal.

Besponse to Comment E-9: This comment descrnibing existing safefy problems amongst motorists, bicyclists,
and pedestmians, alons Alpine Foad and Alpine Foad Trail is acknowledzed. As stated on Draft IS WD page 1-2,
the main objectives of the proposed project are to rehabilitate the segment of the Alpine Foad Trail within
mnincorporated San Mateo County, stabilize the bank along the mail and Los Trancos Creek at three identified
locations to prevent farther eresion and tradl narrowing, protect adjscent criical uhilities as well as Alpine Foad
and improve the frail surface for users. The proposed project does oot include roadway improvements such as
elevating the path or mstallaton of safety signags.

Besponte to Comment E-10: The commment descnbing prior accidents that have oconrred in the vicimty of Site 3
is noted Ac described in Responce to Comment I-2, the proposed project does not inclode any road

Eesponse to Comment E-11: The comument expresses concerm about the effects of mstalling geogmd
reinforcement and blocks undsr the trail along Bishop Lane on adjscent residents. For clarification, the keystone
blocks wonld be installed subgrade of the rehabilitated Alpine Foad Trail for support. Such activities are not
expecied to require remenal of adjacent residences” landscaping unless said landscapimg encroaches within the
Counfy's right-of-way at locations of Eeysione block installation. The County s nght-of-way extends 40 to

50 fieet Tom the centerline of the wail. In the event that adjacent residences” landscaping conld be affectzd by
project constuction, the County will propesly notify appropriate residents adjacent to the proposad irail
rehabilitation work prier to constmuction

Besponze to Comment E-12: The commenter expresses concerm about asphalt toxicity effects on fish and wildlife
species and notes that there is no discussion abont bow this proposed substance complies with the Clean Water Act.
The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) (33 U.5.C 1251 - 1376) establishes the basic struchure for regnlating
discharges of pollutants inte the watars of the 1.5, and gives the U5, Environmental Profection Act the anthority to
implement pollnton conrol programs. The stamte employs a variesy of regulatory and non-regulatory tools fo
reduce direct pollutant discharges into waterways and manage polluted mmoff Section 401 of the CWA, relevant to
the proposed project, requires that every applicant for a federal permit or license for any activity which may result in
a dizcharge to 2 water body obtain a State Water Cuality Certification fo ensure that the proposed activity will
comply with State water guality standards. As discussed on page 2-49 of the Draft IS/ WD, the proposed project
would not be subject to a General Constuction Permit under the Mational Pollutant Discharze Elimimation System
(WEDES) permit program under section 402(p) of the faderal Clean Water Act and the environmental analysis

¥ County of San Matwo, Departosest of Pazks, Alpine Trail webmite:
ity warw. co.sanmaieo. ca s/ portal site ek e nitens 1 Thaad 76123 s 28 24300 7441 T3 3 220 Tvpmexinid=hdb 1 #8222 BF T3 10W goy
CM1000001537230aR CRD Scpantcurrchanmel=], accessed COoiober 4, 2013.
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scknowledges that discherges of pollutants, such a5 asphalt and related components, from the constructon site could
ooour. To protect fish and wildlife species from hazardous materials and pollutants during the constucton phase of
the proposed project, Mitization Measares BIO-1, BIO-7, HYD-1, snd HAZ-] are required to ensure that impacis to
biobegical resources do not ooour as a result of project-related releases of toxdc substances, such as asphali-concrete
or slury asphaltic emulsion, inte surface or sroundvwater during project constmuction. Fegarding long term mpacts
to fish and other aquatic wildlife from the nse of asphalt for wail rehabilitation the propossd project would not
represent @ significant change fom existing conditons. The trail is currently paved with concrete and asphalt and the
proposed project wonld not add & material that does not currently exist at the site nor would the project substantially
increaze the area of asphalt coverage on the trail. The materals propesed for mail rehabilitation are commeonly used
standard consmacton materiale and do not repressnt 3 deviadon fom existing condifons that could resultin a
significant long-term impact to fizh and wildlife fom project-relaed toxicity.

Besponse to Comment K-13: This comment noting that Los Trancos Creek’s suscepability to erosion, is
scknowledged. One of the main objectives of the project is to prevent further arosion at thres identified locations
glong Los Trancos Creek.

Besponte fo Comment K-14: This comment states that stormwater Som the storm drains is the principal source
of erosion at Site 3, not roadway nnoff. In response to this comment, the text on page 1-8 is revized as follows:

The new inlet wonld eliminate the existing roadway rmunod that flows directly over the top of bank,
currently ssssissconributing to erosion and cesfEbetne Serail damage.

Besponte to Comment E-15: The comment expressing concems regarding effects of the retamimgs walls
downstream and on the opposits banks is simdlar to Comment B-12. Befer to Fesponss to Comment B-12, above.

Besponze to Comment K-16: The comment incorrectly asserts that Stanford University was not notified about
the project. The County senf a copy of the Draft IS/MID to Stanford University's Land Use and Environmental
Planning Drepartment and also led a site visit with Sanford University staff on Septembier @, 2013,

Be:ponte to Comment E-17: This comment sxpresses similar concerns related to the downstream fooding
effacts of the proposaed retaining walls. Please refer to Fesponse to Comment B-12 for response.

EBesponse to Comment K-18: In response fo this comment, please refer wo Besponse to Comment B-6, shove, In
response to that comment as well as Comment E-18, Mingation Measure AES-1 has been removed from the
I5/MMND.

Be:ponte fo Comment K-19: The commmenter exprasses disapproval of the Conaty’s proposal to install the
retaining walls at Sites 2 and 3 and stomowater inlet at Site 3, and suggests that other altematives be considered
(e.g., reducing the width of the medizn and adjust the position of the pathway, constract a wooden bridze over the
eroded sactions of the path). The commenter’s sugzested alternatives are acknowledged. It should be noted that,
throughout the planning process, the County considersd aliemative desizn options to address erosion at Sites 2
and 3. Cne aliernative concept considered at Site 2 involved nsing a precast concrete voided slab planks that span
40 to 50 feet. This opion would have required Sairly steep slopes within the channsl (1:1) and would have
preciuded oppormnities for establishing plants at the toe of the wall. At Site 3, the County alse considered an
alternanve solution that mvolved using zeogrid and keystone walls, This altemative wonld have required greater
excavation and the vertical face of the retzining wall could be vulnersble to high watar flows. Afer considering
thess optons, the County determined that the proposed soldier pile wall with precast concrets lagzing at Site 2
and the cast-in-place wall at Site 3 would be more suitable given the site conditions. For example, due fo the
presence of overbead wtility lines at Site 3, use of dolling methods was not considered feasible.
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Implementation of mitdgation measurss described in Section 2.4, Biological Fesources, wonld reduce potentially
significant impacts on ripanan habitat and sensidve species to A less-than-signifcant level. Since the comment
does not pertain to the adequacy or acouracy of the Draft IS/ MWMIND, no further response is provided.

Response to Comment K-20: The commentsr states that the project would temporarnily close Alpine Fosd.

The commenter”'s statement 15 incomrect. As descnbed on page 2-69 (and elzewhere in the IS MDY, there wonld
be construction activites that would result in mtermittent closares of porfens of the northbound travel lane along
Alpine Pooad which would require alternate one-way traffic Slow on the southbound travel lane. Mo full closure of
Alpine Foad would ocour.

Om Dipaft IS/WIND page 2-T0, the st sentence of the first tallet iz revised as follows to cormect an incorrect
characterization of the project’s effect on Alpine Foad:

. Circulation sad-detets plans o minimize impacits on local read circolation during resd-aad lane
closares.

Om page 2-70, bullet six is revised as follows fo commect an incorrect charactenization of the project’s effect on
Alpine Fuoad:

. Limiting the duration of sesd-esd lane closures to the extent possible.

Response to Comment K-21: This comment regarding costs of other leves mprovements along the lower
reaches of San Francizguito Creak is noted

Eesponse to Comment B-22: In recponse, please refer 1o Eesponse to Comment B-5 reganding the commenter’s
concem abont Mitipation Measure AES-1. With respect to the commenter’s concem regarding visibulity of the
concrete retaining wall at Site 3 from wehicles tmaveling on I-280, given the speed of wavel along this fesway,
views of the wall would enly be available for a brief period of dme. Moreover, as the retaining wall would
primarnily be below sireet level and because the site is swmounded by dense vegetation, 5ite 3 wonld not be
visnally prominent from this highway.

Besponse to Comment K-23: The commmentar asserts that subsections e-f of the Aesthefics section ars in error,
the General Plan is replete with policies related to scenic cormidors and buffer zones, and that the project is
conflict with such policies. With respect to criterion e, the Diraft IS/ MMMD text refers the readsr fo Section 2 1k,
which describes the project’s effects on scenic respurces inclding State-designated scenic hizhways (Intersiate
2800, Page 24 of the Draft IS/ MWD acknowledges that Alpine Foad is 2 maral road that provides scenic views
throughout the County and that Alpine Foead is within the Alpine Scenic Commidor Plan, a Sub-Area defined in the
Town of Portola Valley's General Flan (Town of Portola Valley, 2010}, In response to this comment, the
discussion under criteria e. and £ have been expanded on page 2-7:

Driscmssion: See 2.1b discussion sbove regarding the project’s effects on the State-desiemated scenic
hizhway [-280. The project iz also located adjacent to Alpine Foad, which is a County desiznated scenic
road. However, for reasons descnbed in 2.1a and 2.1b, above, both construction-related and operation-

related impacts on views from Alpine Fosd would remain intact. Therefore this impact would be less than
sigmificant.
Drizcmssion: The project is not within 3 Design Feview Distmict. The County’s General Plan includes

icies requinne that desizn stmucures conform to the namral o by and blend with the natural
vegetation (Policy 4.47) and that stachares are compatible in size and scale with sumounding sovironroent,
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Erntect m:ui Enha.nce ﬂ:l.e nsual gg EJ:II.“E' ut’ SCENIC CoTmidors 1:-1' muaggg the lncaunn and appearance of
struciral development. As descnbed m 2. 1a. shove. because the rehabilitated Alpine Boad Trail would

appear similar to the existing wrail and because the concrets retaiming walls would be below sround and the

planted rock slope protection aress would eventually scresn the lower porfion of the walls. the project
wonld not resnlt in adverse effects on views fom Alpine Boad. Therefore, the praject would not condlict

with applicable General Plan or Zoning ordinsnces related to visual resources; therefore no impact would
QCOUL.

These text revisions do not change the siznificance determinations for ciiternia e and £ in the Aesthetics secton.

Besponse to Comment B-24: The commmentsr notes that thers used to be many tiger salamandsrs, San Francisoo
garmer snakes and western pond martles at her property (just north of Site 3). The comment is acknowladzed As
mdicated in Table 3 of the Diraft IS/ AND (page 2-16), western pond marile are presumed present as the riverine
and riparian habitats in the project area provide switzble habitat for this species. However, 5an Francisco garter
snzke and Califomnia iger salamander are presumed sbsent due to a lack of suitable habitat at proposed bank
stabilization locatons and trail rehabilitation areas, As described on page 2-19 of the Diraft IS/DED, 1f western
pond mrtles are preseat in the project constmaction work area, implementation of Mitization Measure BIO-2
would reduce potentially significant impacts to a less-than-siznificant level

Besponse to Comment K-25: Bank stabilization at the three proposed locations along Los Trances Creek 15
necessary o maintain the adjacent pedestrian trail Argnably, the project is also necessary to maintain the stabiliny
of Alpine Road, which is located several feet beyond the trail, into the foresesabls fumre. Project activities would
oconr along the banks and within the channel The project would affect changes in stream dynamics but these
changes are not expected to result in adverse impacts to Los Trancos Creek nor are the changes expected to result
in far-reaching impacts downstream. Proposed mitization measures are approprizste 1o the scope of the project. If
necessary, measures identified in the IS MWD wounld be supplemented by additional aveidsnce, minimization, and
compensation measures imposed by regulatory agencies during the permit acquisition process. Should the project
be approved, the County will commit to implementing mitization measures identified in the IS/ MMND. Conditions
of the permits are expected o be at least egual to the CEQA mitigaton measures and complisnce with permit
conditions wonld provide further assurance that mitigation measures will be implemented.

With regards to itemn (&) on Draft I3 WD page 2-13, which pertains to conflicts with lecal pelicies or ordinances
protecting biclogical resources, the impact discussion focusss on the potential for the project to conflict with the
Connty Heritage and Significant Tree Ordinance. The County’s General Plan includes several general policies
pertaining to the mmportance of sensitive habitats (policy 1.20), importance of economically valnable vegetative,
water, fish and wildlife resources (policy 1.21), regulating development to protect sensitive habitats (policy 1.27),
and establishment of buffer zones adjscent to sensitive habitats (policy 1.28). To amplify the discussion under
item (&) in the I5/WMD, the following text iz added at the top of page 2-24:

the

Driscussion: The County’s Genem] Plan contains -smeml licias re tion of sensitive

respurces. For exany

removal of vemstative respurces, mn:im of 1'ege1ntlun which stabilizes slopes or reduces surface water
nmuft' Erosion or sedu:nmtaunn and' nr]:us.tnn-: a]:u:l scenic rees. Policy 1.25 reqmn!s that development

2 wildlife habitats. Geners] Plan Policy 4 76 also aims 1o protact riparian habitat by ° “discouraz{ing)

stmucmares which wonld adversely impact the appearance of 3 sream and associated ripanian habitat.” Ag

described in the impact discnssions sbove, the project could result in temporary effects on sensitive species,
ripartan babitat and weiland resources. Since Mitzston Measures BIO-1 BIO-T7 would raduce
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protection of biological resources would be less than siesnifican

With respect to the commenter’s concern shout item (£), and as described above, the project is not expected to
result in adverse impacts to Los Trancos Creek nor are the changes expected to result in far-reaching impacis
downstream For this reason and becauss the project would not be ocour within the 4 372 acres of designated
“HCP Area”, the project would not conflict with provisions of the HCP.

Besponse to Comment K-26; The commentsr notes the archaeological sensitivity of the project vicinity, which
is recogmized in the cultural resources section. Areas of known prehistoric archaeological sensitivity are based on
data gathersd fom the Northwest Information Center and 2 surface inspaction of the Alpine Fosd Trail Ares of
Potential Effects by a Secretary of the Interior qualified archasologist. Implementation of Mitization Measure
CUL-1 (Preconstruction Trainimg and Cultural Resources) would require archeeological and Mative American
monitonng in areas of high sensitivity to ensure that known and as yet undiscovered archasological resources are
appropriataly treated during project mplementation With respect to the commenter’s concem about the project’s
effact on paleontelogical resources, as described in Diraft IS WMD) page 2-30, the project site is undarlain by
Holocene allovium and stream terrace deposits and. According to the Socety of Vertebrate Paleontology's
standard assessment, this geologic umit is not likely to yield significant paleontological remams bacanse they are
surface deposits that are not considsred fossil-bearing rock units. As such, potental effects on paleontological
resources were considered less than significant.

Response to Comment K-17: The commentsr states that recent TT5GS maps of the area depict areas along San
Francisquite and Los Trancos Creeks to be liguefaction and landslide hazard zones. The California Geological
Survey (CG5) Seismic Hazard Zones maps are the regulatory maps relied upon during analysis of seismic hazards
under CEQA . Felevant portions of Alpine Foad Trail are in the Palo Alto quadrangle Seismic Hazard Zones map.
This map is cited in the Draft I5AMND on page 2-34. The Seismic Hazard Zones map for the relevant portions of
Alpine Fooad Trail shows zones where liquefaction has ocourred or has the potential to ocour in the event of an
earthquake. and zones where earthquake-mduced landslides have ocowrred or have the potential to oconr. The
State of California defines seismic hazard zones in onder to enforce the Seismic Hazards Mapping Act (Califomia
Public Resources Code Division 2, Chapter 7.8), which obligates cities and counties to require the preparation snd
approval of a sits-specific geotechnical report prior to approval of any development in an ares desiznated s 2
seismic hazard zone. A site-specific geotechnical report was prepared for the Alpine Foad Trail project by BAGG
Engineers which describes specific enginesring practices that could minimize seismic ricks to the project (ses
Diafi IS/ WD page 2-34 for citation).

The commenter also states that the information cited on page 2-33, dated 1984, is old dats. The informatien cited
comes fom the corment Mamral Hazards chapter of the San Mateo County General Plan, which is dated 1986, and
makes 3 general statement shout the limited potantial for major stmachural dsmage to eoour a3 the resalt of
earthquake-induced landslides in many unincorporated portions of San Mateo County. To clanfy, the OGS
Seismic Hazard Zones map, identfied sbove, was usad to locats potentizl liguefaction and earthquake-induced
landslide hazard areas.

Responte to Comment K-18: The comment proposes that analysis relating to Sooding and flood msks, as
presented nnder subsecton (g) of Secten 2.7, Climate Change (p. 2-30 of the Diraft IS/ MMND) and subsecton (j)
of Section 2.8, Hazards and Hazardouns Materials (p. 2-46 of the Draft IS/MIND) is incormrect based on historic
local flooding of Alpine Foad. As described under the referenced sections, the proposed project does not place
smcmres within 3 FEMA designated 100-year flood plain or within a designated or mapped flood hazard area
that would impede or redirect flood fows in 8 manner that would cause significant impacts. Improvements within
the channel would not impede or redirect Sood flows in a manner that would increase fleod risks or cause on-site
or off-site flooding or floed nisks to increase. Additional mualysis and discussion of fleoding and flood risks,
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including alterations to the conrse of a stream in 3 manner that could result in impacts related to on-site or
downstream erosion, flooding drainage capacity, and flood risks are provided under Section 2.9, Hydrology and
Water Chality (pags 2-48 of the Diraft [5 WMD) Further, in responss to the comment regarding the proposed
project resulting in accelerated flow and potentially causing damage and downstream flooding, refer to Eesponse
to Comment B-12.

Besponse to Comment K-28: The commenter asserts that subsaction (b) 1= not accurate, stating that the mail
width wounld not be the same width as it presently exists and that it fals to account for stormwater ranoff effects
with the addidonal impervious surface. As described in Section 1 of the Draft IS5/ MND, the rehabilitared trail
would in Sact be the same width s the existing twail, which varies between approximately 4 to § feet wide. Fefer
o Pasponse to Comment E-12, above, for discussion regarding the mnoff and asphalt toxicity effects on Los
Trancos Cresk In response to the commenter’s concern about siltatien and erosion effects downstream, a5 well as
concems regarding larger effects to the creek from the constmaction of retaining walls, please refer to Fesponsa to
Comment B-12.

The last portion of the comonent states that subsection (d) of the Hydrology and Water Cality section is
contradicted by prior text which states that addidons would be made to storm drains and impermesbls surfaces.
As described in the paragraph above, the addition of imperious surfaces would be minimal as the rehabilitated
irail would be the sames width as the existing twail, which varies 4 fest to § feet, and the retaining walls would
confribute 3 minimal and localized increase of new impencious surfaces. As the commenter comectly points out,
although construction would ecour during the summer, the potential for generating polluted nmoff from the
constraction site exists. As described on page 2-52 of the Draft IS WD, implementation of Mitigatdoen Measure
HYD-1 wounld ensure that proper temporary erosion control measures are in place and that polluted nonoff is
minimized and controlled, and would reduce this mpact 1o less than simificant

Response to Comment K-3: The comment states that the Land Tse and Plapning section of the IS WD iznores
the General Plan policies relative to rparian and boffer zones. In response, please note that there are numerons
policies contzined in the County’s General Plan that often have general policies and goals that can be in conflict with
one another. The Connty's General Plan defines buffer zones as “those aress adjacent to sensitive habitats which ars
necessary to allow fior periedic, seasonal or ecological changes which could affect the boundaries of sensitve
habitats ™ (County of San Mateo, 19868). The General Plan zlso inchades several policies related to the protection of
riparian habitat including Policy 4.26b, which “discourage(s) structures which would adversely impact the
appearance of a stweam and associated mpanan habitat™ To amplify the discussion of the project’s consistency with
applicable land use plans, the following text i= revized on page 2-54 of the Draft IS BIND:

North of the Alpine Foad and San Francisquito Creek Fioad mntersection, the Alpine Boad Trail 13 within
Calmans rght-of-wray.

uf -senslme Ilathms- Eum.l:m::uun actu.'mes. cmﬂd Canse tan.pu:-mr'. Tt s.hl:-rt-tem m];lacls nnsens:ltne
habitat water guality. as well as impacts perfaining constmction notse and fraffic. as discussed in other
sections of this chapter. Following constmction, the Alpine Foad Trail and the three bank stabilization sites
would be in an improved conditdon. Thus, the propesed project’s overall impact with respect to plans and
policies adopted for the purpese of svolding or mitigafing an environmental effect would be less than
significant.
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These above text revisions would not resnlt in a change to the impact analysis; the potential for the project to
conilict with plans apd policies would remain less than significant.

Besponse to Comment F-31: The first porton of the comment assens that once consoucton is complete,
residents near the metal bamricade by Bishop Lans wonld experience s significant increase in noise. In responsse,
pleasze note that no mainfenance work s required at this partioular site since operation and maintenance activities
wotld be limited to moniforing and maintenance of the Alpine Road Trail (similar to existing practices) and the
newly vegetated areas at Sie 3.

With respect to the commenter’s concermn about Mitizaton Measure AES-1, as described in Fesponse to
Comment B-5, Mitigation Measure AES-1 bhas besn removed from the IS/ WD subsequenily, no maintenance
work wonld be required for the planters. The County would, however, imizate and monitor newly planted
vegetation at bank stabilization areas for approximately 2 yvears afier constmiction is complete. While such
activities could require a few additional tmack trips, monitoring of these sites would likely gocur at the same time
the County nypically inspects the il Any additional tuck tmips required for inspection of these sites would be
minirmal and would not result in 3 substantia] increase in operational noise. For clarification, the following text on
page 2-60 has besn revised:

The project #could Betzenerate 2e% 3 few additional vehicls mips for monitonne and maintenance
activides ssspciated with the newly planted vesetation at the bank stabilization sites: however snch
activities would likely be combined seressltiawith maintenance activities that de-ses already ocour for the
existing trail Operational neise impacts of the project wonld be less than significant.

Besponse to Comment K-32: This comment noting that the primary first respondsr to the project area is Engins
E-4 of the Menlo Park Fire District, 15 acknowledged. To cormect this ermor, page 2-84 of the Draft [5WIND is
revised as follows:

Driscussion: Menlo Park Firs Protection Distoc i esdsids Fize Dratecson Deparime
proteciion and emergency medical services to l:llE area. tal:um 4, lu-::ated at }32‘?' %lame:h de I.:L'\. M
memreapmdermﬂlem]anme b g Fire Dratertian DHesmat somons tha fallag

. The project would not be expected to significantly affect the Menlo Park Fire Protection
Dlsmrmaadﬁ-}de-ﬁm-gep&m oef San Mateo County Shenff s Office’s ability to maintain servica
ratios, response times, other performance objectives, and new or physically altered facilities would not be
required. For these reasons, the project’s impact with respect o the provision of fire and police protection
faciliies would be less than sigmificamt.

Response to Comment K-33: The comumenter sssarts that the proposed project wounld Likely canse additionsl nse
otherwize there would be no point in the proposed mail rehabilitation work. In responss. while the proposed
rehabilitation and repaving of the Alpine Fioad Trail could anract more trail users, the capacity of the trail is not
expecied to increase &5 the width and aliznment of the il would be relatvely the same as the existing wail
Moreover, criterion a., which asks whether the project would increase the nse of existing neighborhood or
regional parks or other recreational facilities such thar sipnificant physical deterioration of the faclity would
oconr of be accelerated typically appliss to projects that would result in a greater demand for recreational uses
{2_g.. housing projects). As described on page 2-646, the project does not include a residential component that
would conimbute to a direct increase in the use of existing recreational facilities. Since the project is focnsed on
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improving the existing trail, the potential for increased nse of other recreational resources is not expected to result
in significant adverse effect on other recreational resources.

Besponse to Comment K-34: The commentsr states that SamTrans bus rowte 85 had besn removed from Alpins
Foad, and that Alpine Foad has been used by consoacton trucks betwesn I-280 and Stanford Undversity. The
commentsr alse descnbes current oaffic on Alpine Boad as heavy (and aoy additional raffic would be a
problem), and describes the alinment of Alpme Foad a5 hazardous (constraction trucks would represant a “line
of sight™ hazard to the drving public).

The commenter”s statement about SamTrans sarvice on Alpine Foad is incorrect. Foute 85 (and recently added
Foomte: 86 and 87) continues to provide bus service along Alpine Foad on school days. The uze of Alpine Foad by
constroction trucks for other projects is noted. As described on page 2-68 of the Draft ISMMND, the maximm
oumber of ouck trips per day to and from the work sites would be about two tmuck round tmips (which equates two
four one-way tips). Becanse construction activities at each site may be scheduled concurrently, the maxinmom
oumbrer of vehicle trips per day (fmcks and worker vehicles) wounld be approsimately 33 vehicle round trips

(&6 one-way trips) to and from the work sites although it s unlikely that constuction activities will be ecoumng
simmultansonsly at all sites. The Diraft ISAMND (page 2-69) acknowledzes the temporary significant impact of
project-generated vehicle trips on maffic flow on Alpine Foad, and idsntifies Mitization Measure TEA-1 to
reduce project constraction impacts fo 3 less-than-sigmificant level. The dnving public would be alerfed about the
project consTucion work, and about constmucton mecks on Alpine Foad via industry-siandard construction signs,
cones, flageers, etc., minimizing potential waffic hazards.

Besponse to Comment K-35 The commenter states that even if the new stonmwater drain (2t Site 3) has the
same capacity as the existing ons, the additonal impermesble surface would result in greater and faster ontflow.
Az described in Fesponse to Comments E-12 and E-29, the proposed project inchades rehabilitation of an existing
parved frall and would not inclods addition of asphalt in an ares where it doesn’t already exist. For this reason,
constroction and operation of the new stonmwater inlet at 5ite 3 is not expected to sabstantially change cutflow
from the drainage cutfall.

Besponse to Comment K-38: The comment states that the %MD dees not inchide the referenced e-mail
betwean the County’s Public Works Department and ESA and that the decument does not address curnulative
effects of creek stmoring and the likely downstoeam/cross-stream effects. In response, note that referenced
materials are not fypically inclnded in the acheal IS/ WND. Reference materials are, however, included in the
project’s administratve record, which is available for review at the County Public Works Department. With
respect to the commenter’s concems regarding cummlative effects, the Draft IS MND' s cunmlative analysis
focuses on the potentizl for the project to conflict with other constroction projects in the near vicininy. As
described oo Drafi IS/ MMMD page 2-T9, other than the Alpine Foad Undsrgrounding Project, there are oo ongoing
projects in the immediste viciniry. Please refer to Besponse to Comment B-12, for discussion regarding the
praject’s dowmnstresm and cross-stream affects.

Response to Comment K-37: Thic comment summarizes concems exprassed in prior comments. Refer to
Fesponses to Comments -1 throngh K-36 above

&7



Comment Letter L

From: <Imggolfer Zicomeast nat=

Tu: <alpinemailismnd @smegov. org-

Date: 0/4/2013 10:28 AM

Subject: At Earen E. Pachmayer, Principal Civil Engineer

Dear Mz, Pachmayer,

My wife and [ live at 191 La Mesa Drive in Ladera. The reparr of the Alpine Trail is 5o long
overduz and has been neglected by the county for 5o long that the trail = begmnimg to fall into the
cresk and hias now become 2 safety hazard as well We all realiza that the opparfumity o fix the
mafter at no cost to the counfy has passed s the supervisors considered local politics over
pedestrian and bicyclist safety. However, the time has come to assure that the cifizens and

children that use this trail have a path that 1s safe for such use.

As such, my wife and I both heartily support the county's current propaosal to repar the pathway
and stabilize the consistent erosion of the creek banks We look forward to have an mproved and
maore safe pathway to use for ourselves and our grandchildren when they are visiting,

Lamy and Carolyn Gibbs

191 La Mesa Drive

Portols Valley, CA 04028 (Laders)
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Rasponse to Letter L. Larry and Carolyn Gibbs

Response to Comment L-1: This commment expressing suppart for the proposed project 1s acknowledged
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Comment Letter M

From: "Tean Harman" <jharman’08 @comeast net=
To: “alpinetrailismnd @smcgov.org-

Diate: 8/30:2013 1.03 PM

Subject: Alpins Trail Improvement

While I was strongly against Stanford's proposed 12' bike pedestrian frail,
my ohjection was based on the serious safefy issues.

T am nof personally well versed io the for creek improvement, but, [ have
seen the corrosion and have no doubt that much needs to be done  to protect
furiher damage.

The footpath I am well aware of and no loagernse. Itis ina state of min
and really not safe for pedesirians in mamy sactions.

From what T read, the cost of saving the creek snd repairing the footpath is
relatively minimal and well worth the money. This area has been naglacted
for far too lonz.

Sincerely,

Jean . Harman
13 Stowe Lane
Menlo Park, CA 94023

YStanford Weekend Acres)



Adpine Road Trall Imprmeemens
FEsponse io Comments

Response to Letter M, Jean D, Harman

Besponse to Comment M-1: This comment expressing support for the propesed project is acknowledged

g1



Comment Letter N

From: "Toe" <joe(@vsi-oil.com=

To: <alpinefrailismnd @smcgov.org-
Diate: 8/30/2013 T:12 PM

Subject: Alpine Trail Comment

Wonderful plan! I fully support the proposed improvements to the Alpine IN_i
Trail

Toe Hedzes

120 Corona Way

Poriola Valley, CA



Aipine Rcexd Trall Improvemenis
Resnonss o Commens

Refpunse to Letter N, Joe Hedges

Besponse to Comment N-1: This comment expressing support for the proposad project is acknowlsdged.
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Comment Letter O

From: "Tow" <joejavsi-oil con=

To: “alpinatrailizmnd @smegov.org-
Diate: 9/5/2013 5:32 PM

Subject: Alpine Trail

Attachments: Bike lane sign looses in match with car on Alpine Boad at Stowe Lane TPG; County
fixing it within 24 hrs! TPG

Sorry that I conld not attend the meeting on Wed evening.

I am once again offering my full suppoert of repairing the Alpine Trail for
the use by pedesirians and bicyclists.

Ilive in Ladera and work in downtown Palo Alto. T comrmmte by bicycle.

Even in its owrrent condition, the wail offers a safer bicycle route than
the road.

I offer this as 2 statement of fact. not an opinion. Evidence of the unzafs
conditions on the road are pumerous. In addifion to the bicycle ralated
death The bicycle path sizn jost off of the pavement by Stowe lane has
besn man over by cars so many times that it is no longer being repaired by
the county.

o-1

The attached picnure shows the final time that the sizn was in the process
of being repaired.  As you can see in the photo, had there been a bicycle in
the Bicycle lane at the time of the accident, the bicyclist would have been
injured or killed

The repair work to the Alpine Trail are an shsolute necessity for safe
bicycle maffic.

Joe Hedges



Comment Letter O




Comment Letter O




Agpine Road Trall Improvements
REgponse o Comments

Rosponse o Letter 0. Joe Hedges

Besponte fo Comment O-1: This comment reiterating support for the proposed project and the attached photos
providing evidence of the existing conditons of the Alpine Foad Trail, are acknowledzed.
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Comment Letter P

From: "Noel Hirst" <noel(z-4thehirsts net
To: “alpinetrailismnd @smcgov.org-
Date: /42013 10:33 AM

Subject: alpine frails

Dear Ms. Karen E. Pachmayer, Principal Civil Engineer,

Thank you for contimuing to work on improvements that ars much needed to the
Alpine Trail.

Every effort should be made to improve the trail and shore up the creek.

My boss recently f2ll and fractured 2 bons while riding on the mail. I o1
know meany people that have stopped biking on the trail due to the disrepair. )
I stopped biking to work 2 years 220 because of the dangers on the rail and
in the bike lanes. They have only Zoften worse.

Iam looking forward to the improvements and being able to bike to work for
environment and health benafits.

Thank you,
Noe] Hirst

Ladera
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REanonse io Commens

Rasponse to Letter P. Noeal Hirst

Responie to Comment F-1: This comment expressing support for the proposed project i scknowledged.
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Comment Letter Q

From: Ginger Holt <gingeriime com

Ta: ~dhorsley@smegzov.org>, “wilocum@smegov.org=, <dpine@smec gov.org=,
“CETO0MEEmMgov. 0=, Adrienne Tissier <atissier@ismemon. org-=

CC: “alpinetrailismnd/@smecgovorg=, Lennis Foberts <lennisj@darain prvy.ca s
Date: 992013 4:32 PM

Subject: Gratimde from Stanford Weekend Acres

Dear Honorables Supsmvisors,

I'we reviewed the Draft Initial Smdy and Mitigated Megative Declaration for
the Alpine Foad Trail Improvement Project. Many of vou have listensd to
heartfelt neizhborheod concemns for safe(r) recreaton in this stuchorally
dangerons commider, snd this proposal tmaly reflects ammoement o this
reality. Enow that many of us deeply appreciate yvour suppart for these path
repairs. We appland right-sizing within the existing path footprint and
presemving existing vegetation and pavacy along the routs.  We also thank
yvou fior the creek bank reinforcement efforts which will benefit wansit for
YEArs 1o Come.

Alpine Foad between I-280 and Fonipero Sesra remains 3 buge and growing Q-1
safety concermn. In pardcular, ingressiegress inte Smnford Wieekend Acres
sireets and driveways is excesdingly danzerons and will only become worse
with Stanford campus and hospital expansion While close-call *white
kouckle, heart-in-vour-throat, life-passing-before-your-eyes® experisnces
aren't listed on the DOT checklist for justifymg maffic safery measures,
residents here experience this daily.

But, retuming to the path and creek issues, these are definitely zood and
worthy enhancements. There are a few enviroamentally-aware and agsthedcally
worthy suggestions to these plans submiteed by the Commirtee for Green
Foothills that weve had the oppormnity to review and do suppoert. I would
expect we're very closa to moving shead.

Again with our gratinde,

(inzer Holt
14 Homer Lang
Menly Park, CA 94025

Stanford Weekend Acres

(Zinzer Holt

P G50/B54.5172
m 650464 4658

g gingerime.com
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RESmonse b0 Comments

Response to Letter Q. Ginger Holt

Eesponse to Comment -1: This comment exprassing support for the proposed project is acknowledged Pleass
sea Fesponses (-1 through C-8, above, for responses to the Committes for Green Foothills conmments.
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Comment Letter R

Frem: k\rd.ljngﬁtd.i_ﬁm_lh'gbtdg:. ahetsh Coie

Ta: "alpinetrailismnd@sme gov.org" <alpmetrailismnd@smegov.org=
CC: Karen Davis <karen k dsvisizstanfordalummi org=

Date: 98/2013 9:56 PM

Snbject: Alpine frial -Initial sdy comments

As g cyclist that regularly uses Alpine Pd and oot a trad nser per-say, [ do see many people ne
the mail and can't help but note the sxtramely poor condition of the trail. It is indsed shont tims
that the County acmally maintain this wail and fix its obvious deficiencies.

Coe itemn that this plan does not address is the problem of motorist parking in and pear the staging

area for the Stanford Dish trail. My wife uses the trail and regularly see motorists parked on the
trail and complstely blocking the trail I also ses motorists parked where it is labeled
"no-parking”. The "no parking” zone needs to be extended, clearly labeled (some of the signe are

now overgrown), and importantly ENFORCED. And as a cyclist that regualarly uses Alpins Bd,

I'm very much concemed about the "ad-hoc' namre of the staging area for the Stanford Trail. As
Iride by this zone, which is ronghly 50 yards long, I nsed to be especially vigilant towards the
cars that are parked - [ have no idea whether they are ocoupied and will suddenly dart-out in
front of me cansing me o crash  The slight curve along Alpine makes if difficalt for me fo ses
and to monitor the so-callsd, parked cars.

How long do you anticipate closing of one of the north bound lanes due to constuction? I'm
concemed that with the installation of K-rails, that the remasining north bound lans would be too
narmow for cyclists and motorists to share; My experience suggests that motomists can be very
mmpatient and not parficnlarly tolerant. Given that this section of Alpine has significant cycling
traffic, soms affort should be made to provide a portion of the closed-off lane available for
bicycling. Femember, there are a lot of "novice" oyclists that nse this cormider.

I do note that on page 2-T0 that the contractor is suppoese to install “Bicyclists Allowed Usa of
Full Lane™

and/'or “Share the Poad™ signs. "Share the Fead” is open fo mierpretation and should HOT be
used. Rather, “Bicyclists Allowed Use of Full Lane™ shonld be nsed.

Alsp, diverting pedestrian wail nsers onto the bike lane on Alpins is not recommended. Many
cyclists can and will exceed 25 mph and mixing pedestrian snd connter-fow bicyclists fom the
trail is hazardons to all. In fact, hawving those mail-users who are bicycling fding against raffic
(zoing toward PV is not only dlegal, buf unsafe (section 2.15).

John Langhein

R-3
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Response to Letter R. Langbein

Besponse to Comment B-1: This comment expressing support for the proposed project is acknowledgzed.

Besponse to Comment B-1- The comment notes that the proposed project would not address the problem related
o moterisis parking in snd near the staging area for the Stanford Dish mail This comrment is acknowledzed;
however, as stated in previous responses, the main objectives of the Alpine Foad Trail Improvements project are
to rehabilitate the existing path and to stebilize the bank of Los Trancos Creek at three identified locadons. The
proposed project dees not inchnde rosdway improvements such as parking.

Besponse to Comment B-3: The commenter questions how long the northbound lane would be closed during
constmuction and expresses concern that the K-rails used during consmmuction would allow very little room for both
northbound motorists and cyclists. The commenter also requests that some effort be made to provide a portion of
the closed-off lane available for bicycling.

As described on page 1-12 of the Draft ISAMND, durning construction at Sites 2 and 3 (which would last 10 fo
15 weske), one of the two northbound lanes of Alpine Foad would be temporaridy cosed and a E-rail would direct
bicycles and pedesmians around the constmcton area. The waffic conool plan required by Mitdgatdon Measura
TRA-1 would be reviewad and approved by the appropriate junsdictions (ie., Calrans and San Mateo County).
The placement of the E-rails (see Fesponse to Comment D-3) would be reviewed and approved by those same

Besponse to Comment B-4: The commenter suggests that “Bicyclizsts Allowed Use of Full Lane™, mmstead of
“Share the Bead” should be nsed to indicate areas where bicyclists would share the road with vehicles.

The comment iz noted, and on Page 2-T0, bullet seven 1= revised as follows to ensure that the sizn message would
be consistent with the 2012 California Manual on Uniform Traffic Contol Devices:

. Construction activities that may encroach on bicycle rowtes or multi-use paths, advance wamming sigms
(eg., “Bicycles “Jarr-' Lse Full Lana”™, 'S;gl_l F4-11 nfﬂle 2012 [ahﬁ&mm Mamual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices—S : ed Lioea pa” pador “Chaza tha Bapd™) chall be posted that

mdicate the presence ufsn.& WEETE.

Besponse to Comment B-5: The commenter recommends agamst diverting pedesmans onto the bike lane on
Alpine Foad because of the speed at which mamy bicyclists mavel and becansze of the bicycles that would be
maveling southbound zeing toward Poriola Valley.

See response o Comment B-16 regarding measures to minimize gaffic safery impacts during project consmucion.
Although sharing of the bike lansTead shonlder may canse confusion for some pedesmians and bicyclists that are
not accustomed to doing so, it should be noted that bicyclists and pedesmians currently share the Alpine Foad
Trail north of Stowe Lane. In addition, bicyclists raveling southbound on Alpine Foad bave their own bike lans
and wounld not be using the northbound bike lane
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Comment Letter S

From: =RGLGEO a0l com=
Ta: “alpinemailismnd(Tsmcgov.org=, <jporer@smcgov.org=, <dhorsley@smogov.org=,
dpme&gsm-:gm.nrg’ i ETOOmMEISMCgov 0T, <wilemnmirsmogor.org-, ~ATissiler @ smogov.org=
“jadjadjadizisbcglobal net=, margarem]]mmﬂﬂlﬂ":tg:maﬂ oM,
--dgetbaf:_;hna: oo, <sidneyoverland@yaboo.com’™, <dboyceldalmanacnews. com=,
:dimejs.:himm‘éilpmﬂ.cum' “smd@creeksidescience com>, <Ginholt@pachell net=,
~agzarshi@zmail com=, -=-|:am11.la,,ntt_1:|e1:'* c_ﬂlarmanaslﬂuﬂ'cumcastnet' ~“nscofti4(Eme com™

“rglgeoian] com=
Diate: 962013 4.31 PM
Subject: Crppositdon to Draft Initial Sudy / Mitizated MNegative Declaradon

Saptember & 2013

Alpine Fioad Trail Improvement Projact
Amn: Karen E Pachmayer
Deparment of Public Works

555 Counry Center, 5th floor

Fedwood City, CA 04063-1665

Diear Wiz, Pachmayer,

By ciroumstance and circnifons routs, not publicly ciroulated for review
and comment, I have become sware of the Draft Initial Smdy / Miggated
Megative Declaration for Alpine Fooad Trall Improvements Project.

hitp: warw . co.sanmateo.ca us/Atachments ‘parks Files Parks%e 2 0 Planning ‘Alpine
B 20Rd%2 (Initial % 205 tudy 202 (M eg 2 (Dec % 20081313 pdf

What is this?!!

L
i

Work, it seeme, has been going on for months, yet we have known  nothing of

it. Barely have we Smnford Weekend Acres residents been  able to catch a

bireath following years of manmsa due to the Stanford University/San Mateo
Counry Alpine Foad "Trail" upheavals than here we are  agzin: more Alpine Foad
constucion actons.

You cannot imagine the dismay, Smstraton, disgust, distmust that the
leamming of this Diraft and lack of notce to citizans of San Mateo Counnty has
engendaraed

Tio begm, there are errors in the Diraft Inital Smdy / Mitngated Megative
Declaration for Alpine Foad Improvements Praject

DII'.I
[

Char area, ", formerly know as Stanford Weekend Acres” is, in fact, still
Stanford Weekend Acres. It includes the homes situated between Fural Lane
and Piers Lane.

With the exception of Portola Valley, the subject is neither "rail” nor

"mmln-nse mail * Itis 3 path. Some preferto call it a sidewalk. 53




Comment Letter S

Before engaging the services of ESA did anyone in your Deparment of

Public Works consider reviewing any of the materials resuling from  vears of

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors' meetings, Commmity Cuireach
gatherings sponsored by San Mateo County  (Drave Holland, then Assistant County
Manager), and letters from concemed residentsT

Have you spoken about Alpme Road concerns with your Department Director,
James C. Porter, who attended and parficipated in some of the  comrnumity =4
mesfings? Or with mambers of the Board of Supervisors, who received volumess of
comment?

Although the distussions of that dme dealt with the Stanford  University
offer of monies to butld & mmlt-use trail along the Stanford Weekend Acres
length of Alpine Boad, muach technical information dealing  with the issues
along this sretch of the road, path and creek was  submitted by concemed
citizens.

A glance af the 190 page (M) Draft Initial Smdy [ Midgated Negative
Declaration for Alpine Fead Trail Improvements Project brings shock!

MMention is made of retaining walls, reinforced walls, concrete

canfileverad retaiming walls, pier supported retsining walls, felling of Tees,
dizsmaption of bird, cresk. fish and other creatore habitats..  "Ii is mot
uncommon for npanticipated conditions to be encountered dunng site grading
and'er foundation installation..."

That which is done upsteam affects all that is downstream.

Bather than "trail rehabilitation work and bank stabilizaton work,” these 55
descriptions give rise to visions of tofal restucmring of namre and

thiz fragils environment.

Again, What is this?!!

s, Pachmayer, please challenge these enginears o devise much simpler,
more effective, less mitmsive, less destmctive, more msightfol ways of

righting what has besn evidenced over the years to have been cansed by nainous
methods (creek amornng, retsining walls, eic. ).

A this Project is ourrenily presented, I cannot be other  than somongly
opposad

Thank you for listening.

Arlane M. Lindhlom
20 Stowe Lane

Menlo Park, CA 940235
G50 B54-6054



Apine Rood Trall Improvements
Response o Comments

Response to Letter 5. Arfene Lindblom

Besponse to Comment 5-1: The comment assens that the public was insufficiently notifisd about the publication
of the Drafi IS/MWND for the proposed project. In response. pleass refer to Fesponse to Comment K-8, above, for
discussion about notification of the Draf IS/

Besponse to Comment 5-F: The commenter assens that there are errors in the Drafi I5/WD and states that the
ares “ . formerly known as Stanford Weekesnd Acres™ is still considered Stanford Weekend Acres that inclndss
residential uses. Consistent with this comment, the Drafi IS/ MWD acknowledges that the northern portion of the
Alpine Fioad Trail {within the project area) is adjacent to the Stanford Weekend Acres neighborhood (see Draft
IS/ MDD page 2-2).

Besponse to Comment 5-3; The comment states that the Alpine Foad Trail is neither a “wail” nor a “multi-use
irail.” Fegarding thic topic, please see Fesponse to Comment C-1, above.

Besponse to Comment 5-4: This comment questioning whether the Depariment of Public Works informed their
consultant about concerns raised by residents in the past and whether coordination efors ocoummed between the
department and the Department Director, is noted. The Connty held public eutreach mestings on September 15,
2011 and Septembar 20, 2011 to discuss the trail conditions and trail improvements that were previously proposed
by Stanford University. Since this comment does not address the content or adequacy of the Draft IS/AMND, no

response iz provided.

Besponse to Comment 5-5: The comment expresses concems about the project’s potential effecis of
constmacting the concrete retaining walls on biolezical resources and downstream resources. The comment
requests that the County consider less mirasive methods for addressing erosion along the Los Trancos Crask
bapk. In response and as described in Fesponse to Comment B-9, project activites may temporarily affect a
relatively small area of wetland habitat (a total of §.003% acre of potentially jurisdicdonal wetlands and 0.28 acre
of potentially jurisdictional non-wetland waters of the U.5), and may result in sdverse effacts on riparian habitat.
Implamentation of Mitization Measures BIO-T would ensure that stream chamnel conditions are restored and
wetland vegetanon quickly revegetate and Mitization Measure BIO-8 would ensure that riparian zonss ars
restored and revegetated at & mininmom 1:1 ratie. Sectden 2.4, Biological Fesources, also addresses the project’s
potential to impact habitat wsed for special-stats species including steslhead Califomia red-legged frog, westam
pond mrile, nestng birds, and other sensidve species and identifies adequate mitization measures that would
reduce such impacts to less-than-significant levels. This section also acknowladges the project’s potential need for
removal of two trees but as described in Draft ISMND Saction 2.4, the County would comply with its local res
ondinances. With respect to the commenter’s concem about the project’s effects on downstream habitat, please
refar to Fesponse to Comment B-12. Fegarding the project’s efects on visnal resources, pleass note that that
refaining walls wonld be prmarily below street level and, over tme, the proposad plantings at the toe of Site 3
would partally obscure views of the walls. Fefer to Besponse to Comment B-5 for additional discussion
regarding the project’s effects on visual resources. Clce constmction is complete, the project site would be
similar to the existing conditions with the exception of the new Keystone walls at Site 1, the 80-foot long concrete
lagzmg wall ar Site 2, and the T{-foot CIF wall at Site 3.

Fi



Comment Letter T

From: Gunther Steinberg <munsta24Ticomcast net-
To: “alpinetrailizmnd/@smcgov.org>

Diate: 212013 5:19 P

Subject: Comment - Parking for Access

Pursnamt to the item from the @ Angnst mesting of the Depariment of
Parks, I'would like to submit the following comment regarding the
"5tanford Trails” - Alpine and Page Mill. - T concur that the San

Mateo County secton of the Alpine trail is in very poor condition

and conld stand some refurishing. [The

<htip:/Www.co. sanmateg.ca.us/ Artachments. parks Files Parks% 20Planning
Alpine®: 20R4%20Initial %o 205 mdy e 20 eg 22 0Dec %2008 1313 pdf-Draft
Initizl Smdy / Mingated Megative Declaration is being publicly

circulated for review and comment for 2 30 day review period betwean
Appust 16, 2013 and September 15, 2013, Please provids any written
comments on the Draft IS MMD for this praject that yvon believe to be
important by September 15, 2003 ]

Commment:  "Parking for those Acceszing the Trails”
There is parking for those who wish to walk in the flat atea covered
by the Alpine Fioad mail either at the Ladera Shopper, the office
complax to west, and very limited space near  the entry to the
Stanford Dish trails, as well 2= at the parking lot of the Alpine Inn. T-1
##* There ic no parking ai the Menlo Park end of the wail at
Santa Cruz’ Tunipera Serra.
+#+® There is no parking at the ends of the Page Mill "Stanford
Trail", which makes it virtually inaccessible to hikers. Evidently,
it was desizned for bicycle use, where no parking is required for access.

Walking on either ail, parallel to considerable vehicle waffic, iz

far from 3 pleasant experience. I have walked there oaly when my
physical condition excluded the more soenuons  walks up to the Dish
or on the Arastraders Preserve. Mow that my problem iz largaly
corrected, I avoid the raffic on Alpine, while not able to even Ty T-2
o walk on the Page Will trail - no place to park at the start.
Formunately, the Menlo Park Bay Front park smd Mt View's Shoreline
park provide altematives. At my age of 89 [ have limited options for
eXEICising.

(unther Steinbearg

05 Lerida Conrt

Porola Valley CA 04023
Tel: 650-854-0724



Ajpine Rosd Trall Improvemsnts
ReEsponss o Commenis

Response to Letter T. Gunther Steinberg

Eesponse to Comment T-1: The commenter acknowledges that the serment of the Alpine Foad Trail within
mnincorporaied San Mateo County is in poor condition and could use some refurbishing The comment also
expresses concerns regarding the lack of parking at the Menlo Park end of the Alpine Fiead Trail (at the Sants
Cmz and Manipero Serra intersection) and at the end of the Page Mill “Stanford Trail™ and states that the mail was
evidently designed for bicycle use where no parking is required. As described in Chapter 1 of the Draft IS0,
the main objectives of the proposed project are to rehabilitate the existing trail and to stabilize the bank along the
trail at three locations slong the Los Trancos Creek to prevent further erosion and trail narrowing, protect adjacent
critical ntilites as well as Alpine Fioad, and improve the wail surface for mail nsers. Parking for mail users is not
addressed by this partioular project. As descnbed in prior responses, the Alpine Pioad Trail is m fact open to both
pedesirians and bicyclists.

Eesponse to Comment T-2: The commment observing that walking on the Alpine Trail is an unpleassnt
expenence dus to the presence of vehicle waffic and restating concems regarding lack of parking near the

Paga Wil Trail is noted. As described in Fesponse fo Comment T-1, the proposed project is intended fo improve
the existing condition of the mail surface for users. As noted above, parking for trail wsers ic not addressed by this
particular project.
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Sipine Food Trall Improsemenis
Remnonse io Commens

4, Text Revisions

The text revisions are in the order they appear in the Draft I5MND and inchode text comections and clanSications
to the Draft IS MND. Newly added text is shown in underline format, and deleted text is shown in srikeount
format.

Section 1.4.2, page 1-5 and 1-8, the last paragraph is reviced as followrs:

As shown i Figure 3, the eroded portion of the creek bank closest to the trai wonld be restorad and
supported with the above-described soldier pile wall. Below the wall, the creek bank #rrould be
reconstmucted fo a 3:1 slope using a combination of biotechnical slope stabilizaton on the upper slops and
planted rock slope protection as a feoting to protect against scour. The foundation of planted rock slope
proteciion woould inchade live willow stakes installed concurrently with rock placsment o ensure penetratdon
and access to suitable soil conditions. The upper thres fest of channel bank srconld be stabilized with either
vegetatad soil lifis or brush mats. Vegetsted sodl lifts includes the construction of soil wrapped in woven
biodezradable erosion control fabrics inter-planted with live cuttings such as willow, alder, and dogwood.
Installation of brush mats inchudes excavating a horizontal rench (spproximately § to 12 inches deep) at
the toe of the streambank and burial of live willow fascines (long bundles of live woody vegetation). Once
constmuction is complete, County staff would regnlarly imigate and monitor for success of the newly
vegetated areas for approximately two years.

Section 1.4.2, page 1-8, the sixth sentence of the first full paragraph is revised in response to Comment C-4:

I‘he[numvﬁnnﬂda]summﬁtall' o et
SrEnzanh S 1+ bmedcutuﬂ'vmﬂmﬁpluhnguntnpthatwmﬂdh«emstaﬂedas
pm nfﬂle C]P ﬁmtmg and hmed riprap may be placed on sither and of the wall This planted ares is
similar o Improvements considersd at Site 2,

Section 1.4.2, page 1-8, the third to last sentence of the first full paragraph is revised in response to Comment K-
14 as follows:

The new inlet wonld eliminate the existing roadway mmof that flows directly over the top of bank,
currently esstsissconiibuting 1o erosion and censsbatas te-mail damage.

Section 1.4.3, page 1-8, the following sentence is added at the end of the last paragzraph in response to
Comment C-3:

Exclusion fencing wonld be established around tress that wounld be protected throughout the duration of the
- od

Section 2, page 2-2, the following text is revised in response to Comment B-2:
Morth of the Alpine Foad and San Francisquito Cresk Fooad intersection and east of Los Trancos Creek, the
project site eccursos i bordered by Stanford University Lands that are desinated as Institutional General
Open SpaceFuture Smdy (Counry of San Mateo, 1986).

Section 2.1, Aesthatics, page 2-4, the first two paragraphs are revisad in responce to Comment B-5 as follows:

In the long-term. the Alpine Foad Trail would appear similar to the existing wail but the condition of the
trail wonld improve once the project is completed Inctallation of the proposad soldier pile wall and
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Ajpine Roesd Trall Impovemsnts
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concrete lagzing and cast-in-place (CIF) wall in nndeveloped, vegetated areas wounld alter the natural creek
setting. The new lagging wall at Site 2 and the CTP wall at Site 3 would nnlikely be visible fom Alpine
Foad since the walls wounld be at 3 lower elevation than the road. Trail nsers would have intermittant views
nfﬂle new walls, 'n-]m:h |:m|1|:1b-e per:ﬂud a5 30 a-:h‘erse ‘.'I51IBJ. Eﬂe:tHemer—ame—mM&eé
g . G5 g the-wal-Since the new railing and
g—lmuﬂgsn -:m.]l:l pama]]v nhsi:ure views nfdle ]aggu:lg w a]l ami h-ec:mse views from the trail would be
intermittent, eﬂ'ects on 1'1&1.'5 aJJd the '.'1'51:3] chamtter of the pm]ect s:ue at SLtE m.n:nu]-:l he ]es:s. dlam

slgm.ﬁcam

wionld be h&lmgmmd aJJd I:|J.E creak b:mt atbud:L sites m:nu]-:lbe recuns.l:mcted with planted rock slope
protection. Onver time, the plants would screen @ larger portion of the concrete wall; therefore, for these
reasons. effects on the visual character of the project site would be less than significant. Io additdon

Section 2.1, Aesthatics, page 2-7, the third and fourth seatences of the first paragraph are revised in response to
Comment B-7 as follows:

The proposed lagming wall and CTP wall at Sites 2 and 3, respectively, cestdwould not include reflective
materials and therefore couldwonld not constiiute 23 a pew source of glare bt ues of such matenals o
aulbkaly Hepesesln sddidon. because these new walls would largely not be visible from Alpine Foad or
the Alpine Foad Trail as these walls would be mstalled at an elevation lower than the read and trail, these
strechares would not adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area.

Section 2.1, Aesthatics, page 2-7, the dizcnssion undsr criterion £) is revizsed in response to Commment K-23 az
follows:

Discwssion: See 2 1b dizcnssicn sbove rezardines the project’s effects on the State-desirmated scenic
highway I-280. The project is also located adjacent to Alpine Fioad. which is 3 County desiznated scenic
rogd. However, for reasons descobed in 2,13 and 2.1k, above, both construction-related and operation-

related impacts on views from Alpine Bosd would remain intact. Therefore this impact would be less than
significant.

Section 2.1, Aesthetics, page 2-7, the discussion under criterion g.) is revised in response to Comment F-23 as
follows:

Dizcussion: The project is not within a Design Beview Dismict Mwmm
icies requiring that design stucmres confonm 1o the namral by andblmdmdl the natural
vegetation (Policy 4. 47) and that stachares are © atible in size :uld scale with surmo: ENVIToIment.

including adjacent man-mads or natural features (Policy 4.48). Policy 4.21 of the General Plan also aims to
protect and enhance the visnal guality of scenic comidors by manazing the location and appearance of

stmuciaral development. As described in 2.1a3. above. because the rehabilitated Alpine Boad Trail would

appear similar to the exising mail and because the concrete retaiming walls would be below sround and the
planted rock slope protection areas would eventually scresn the lower portion of the walls. the project
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i i : Load, Therefore, the project would not conflict
'I?-l'l‘.h app]u:ah]& Geneml Pl:m ur.?.umng urd.mm:u:es I&]amd to wisual resonrces; therefore no impact would

QeCCUT.

Section 2.4, Biological Besources, page 2-22, first two paragraphs are revised in response to Comment B-9 as
follows:

The proposed project would have a potentially siznificant adverse effect on federally protected wetlands
within a small work area. ESA biologists conducted a preliminary delineation of waters of the United States
within the project area on Japuary 22, 2015, 4 total of 0.00390 acre (171 square feet) of potentally
jarisdictionsl wetlands and 0.28 acre (12,190 sguare feet)/'322 linsar feet of potentially jurisdictional
non-wetland waters of the U.5. other waters™ L os Trancos Creek) occur within the wetland delinsstion
smudy area (ESA, 2013) Los Trancos Creek is an intermittent blue-line drainage mibutary to San
Francisquite Creek thence San Francisco Bay, and is a waters of the U.5. subject to the jurisdiction of the
.5 Ay Corps of Enpineers (Corps). Corps jurisdiction rypically inchodss the creek chammel and bed, and
extends up the banks to the mark of ordinary high water, which is identified in the Seld by the wetland
dalineator. This area does not typically extend to the edge of rparian canopy and is wsually smaller than the
extent of riparian habitat described in responss to question 2.40).

Activities at Site 1 would impact 2 1,700 square fest work area within Los Trancos Creek, some or all of
which may be subject to Corps jurisdiction. The creek bed or banks would be excavated fo a depth of 3 o
4 feet and 125 cubic yards of soil would be remowved. 100 cubic vards of s0il or other type of 1l (2.2.,
stabilization material) would be replaced. Similarly, activities at Site 2 would impact a 2,550 squate feet
work area within Los Trances Creek, excavating to a maximum depth of 25 feet for soldier pile dnlling,
excavating 150 culric yvards of soil, and replacing with 30 cubic yards of soil, 50 cubic yards of rip-rap, and
200 cubic yards of concrete fill. Acdvites at Site 3 would impact a 2,000 sguare feet work ares, excavats
200 cubic yards of sodl, and replace with 120 cublc vards of soul, 80 cubic yards of np-rap, and 100 cubic
vards of concrete.

Pgiect aCaviles may mm@h' mEi:t dle s_mall ar_reage ufv.eﬂands. mm, characerized as a 5];::1'5&

Eglmenmunn nf]:dt;tggunn ]:-.{Eﬂsu:e BIO-7. siream :h:ume] cun.dmunﬁ wnuld ba res.tored and weﬂan-:ls

are snficipated to guickly revesetate afier activities complete. Only shori-tenm impacts during constraction
are anticipated, and the project wonld not result in the loss of wetlands or waters of the TS5,

Section 2.4, Biological Besources, page 2-24. the last portion of the second paragraph is revised as follows in
response to Comment B-10:

Prior to project implementation, the County would ob4es gerEtiss Comply with
the Siznificant Tree Ordinance of San Mateo CDEﬂh’ﬂEE—fEBE—';EH—"r{-B:EB-GmEﬂfDI IEMoVing of rmming
of significant or heritage mees. Therafore, the project would not condlict with local ree ordinances and
would have mo mpact on local policies or ordmances for protection of biological resources.

Section 2.4, Biological Besources, page 2-24. the following text is inserted as the first new paragraph in responss
o Comment E-25:

Driscmssion: The County’s anera] Plan contains meml liciss re

remaval of vegsative respurces, Mn:iun of vezetation 'I'I']:L'il:_h stabilizes slopes of reduces surface watsr

B1



and wildhife habitats. General Plan Policy 4.26b also aims mmtmhabm by “disconras{ing)
struciares which wonld adversely impact the appestance of 3 siream and associated riparian habitat.™ Ac
described in the mpact discnssions sbove, the project could result in temporary effects on sensitive species,
npanan ]Jahltaran-:lweﬂanﬂ IesOuICes. Since hﬁml:um Measures BIO-1 MEID— wuuld raduce

Emtecunn ut’bmlng:al TESOUICES wmlld be less than s.ng E-:an‘r_

Section 2 4, Biological Besources, page 2-15, the following text is added before Peferences:

Impacts of Mitigation Measores

The above mitization measurss wonld, for the most part. be implemented within the project area and the

impacts of their implementation wonld be similar fo those of the proposed project. Implementation of these
megsures would not resnlt in significant i cts beyond those disclosad for the jectitself (see Sechoms
2.1 through 2.17). However, implementation of Minzation Measure BIO-8 could require off-zite restoration
for loss of ripanian habitat and may reguire free removal. Therefore, secondary Impacts may ocoar in

association with implementation of this measure.

Al b the restoration site and Snal free replacement have oot besn Snalized. mplementation of
Mitizaton Megsure BIO-6 could potentially result in short-term impacts. It is speculative to precisely
identify the potential impacts related to their implementation However, for disclosure purposes. it is
assumed that implementation could potentally result in shori-term mpacis related to aesthetics, cultoral

TESOUTCES. TANS tion snd waffic, noise, air ity. biological resources. geol
and water quality. and hazardous materials. However. impacts related to implementation of this measars

would be temporary and similar to the proposed project and would be mitizated to a less-than-siemficant

lewvel with the miteaton measures of the proposed project. Additonally, compliance with local iTes

ordinsmce(s) would also ensure that i cts related fo tree remnoval are less than sienificant COreerall

implemeantation of Mitizstion Measure BIO-6 wonld not result in any addifional sienificant effects bevond
3 tisclosed for g 1 -

Section 2.5, Colmral Fesources, page 2-27, the second sentence of Mitdgaton Measure CTUL-1 is revised in
responss to Comment B-11 as follows:

While mpacts to CA-SKA-207 are not expectsd, nnintentionzal distarbance to intact portions of the site that
are adjacent to the ail by personns] mobilizing in the immsadiate area cannot be enfirely discoonted dunng
comsimection activities. Therefore disturbance to CA-SMMA-202 would be 3 potentizlly significant impact
Additionally. the Los Trances Creek comidor is gensrally archaeolosicsl sensifive for prehistoric sites as
indicated by the mmmerons istoric sites identified to the north and sounth of the current project
boundanies. However, implementanon of Mitisation Meazore CTL-1 would reduce this potential mpact fo
2 lezs than significant level by requining a gualified archaeologist and a Mative American representative fo
monitor ground dismrbing activities dunng project constraction in the vicinity of CA-5WA-292 and for
excavation greater than I fest desp within 100 feet of Los Trances Creek. Additionally, in the event of an
nnintentional discovery of archasological resources outside of the montoring area, implementaton of
Alifigation Measure CUL-2 would require work halt and the resources be thoroughly docwmented and
appropriztely meated. Implementaton of these mitization measures would ensure that impacts on
archasological resources remain at A less-than-significant level

Mifigation Measure CTUL-1: Preconstruction Training and Cultoral Besonrces Monitoring.
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Adpine Roed Trall Improvemens
Regponss i Commens

Crltural Resources Menttormg. Prior to anthorization to proceed, a Secretary of the Interior-
qualified archaeologist shall prepars a onlmral resources monitoring plan. The County of San Matea
shall review and approve the plan MMonitoring shall be required within the established ASA (known
site boundanies of CA-5MMA-202 and a 50-foot buifer to the north and south and along the Alpine
Pipad Trail) as well as for excavation ter than 2 feet within 104 feet of Los Trancos Creek.
The plan shall inchade (but not be limited o) the following issues:

Section 2.5, Calmral Fesources, page 2-28, the text of Mitization Mezsure CTUL-1 is revised in response to
Comment A-3 as follows:

If archaeological matertals are enconnterad, all sodl distwbing activitdes within 50 feet in all directions of
the find shall cease untl the resource is evalnated The srchasological monitor 5.]131] u'nmedmte]vnnuf'. the
County of San Mateo of the encountered archasological resource

notify the Calirans Culmoral Besonrces Smdies Office (District 4) at (5107 286-63 346 if archasclozical
resgurces are encounterad within the Calirans rishi-of-way.

Section 2.10, Land Usze and Planning, page 2-54, the text undsr discussion b.) is revised in response to
Comments B-2, B-13, and E-30 as follows:

North of the Alpine Foad and San Francisquito Cresk Foead mtersection and east of Los Trancos Creek, the
pIoject site eccurses is bordered by Stanford University Lands that are designated as Instiational ' General
Open SpaceFumre Study (Comnty of San Mateo, 1986). According to the Stanford University Planning
Crffice, these lands are designated as Acadermic Feserve, which are generally undsveloped or leased to
agriculnral and'or equestrian fenants for interim wse, and inclndes sensitive creek habitat (Stanford
University, 2011 and 2013). North of the Alpine Road and San Francisquite Creek Rioad infersection, the
Alpine Fioad Trail is within Calirans right-of-way.

'n-]:urjl aTe DECessary to alln:m. fcrr nudic seai-nnal or EED]D -:a] c 5 'l:l]:l.l.l:]l n:nuld aft'ectthe bc-un-:lane
of sensitive habitats ™ Constmction activities conld canse temporary but short-term Impacts oo ssnsitive
habitat water quality. as well a5 impacts peraining constmction noise and traffic. as discussed in other
sections of this chapter. Following constmaction, the Alpine Boad Trail and the three bank stabilization sites
would be in an improved conditdon. Thas, the propesed project’s overall impact with respect to plans and
policies adopted for the purpose of svolding or mitigafing an environmental effact would be less than
significant.

Section 2,10, Land Use and Planning, page 2-55, the first paragraph is revized in response to Comment B-14 as
follows:

As stated above, the northem portion of the project site oocurs on lands owned by Stanford Tniversity,
which is not covered by the Stanford University Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). Homaaer, ad s
concluded for queston 2 41, the project would not conflict with the provisions of the HCP as the proposed
project activities in and around Los Trancos Creek are outside the plan ares; no impact would ocour.

Section 216, Transportation Traffic, page 2-60, the first two senfences are revised in response to Comment K-31
as follows:
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The project #gpuld setzenerate sew 3 few additional vehicls mps

activities associzied with the newly planted vegsiation at the bank stabilization sites: bowever such
activities would likely be combined esresulti=with maintenance activities that de-sef already eoour for the
existing trail Operational noiss impacts of the praject would be less than significant

Section 2.14, Public Services, pags 2-64, the text under discnssion a.) is revised in response to Commment K-32 as
follows:

Dizcwssion: Menle Park Fire Protection Disimiciieedside i e
protection and emergency medical services to dle ared. Stafion 4. ln-cahed at 332’-‘ !'.lamem de I_a.l. P_ulga_s.
dlemrespnndﬂ'mﬂmm]ecrﬂte o e Firp Pratertdan DHesmet copone sha Sallag

. The project would not be expected to significantly affect the Menlo Park Fire Protection
Dlsmn-wm'ée-Fm-Depm o San Mateo County Shenff s Office’s abilifty to maintain service
ratios, response times, other performance objectives, and new or physically altered facilities would not be
required. For these reasons, the project’s impact with respect to the provision of fire and police protection
facilities would be less than significant.

Section 2,18, Transportation/ Traffic, page 2-67, the fourth sentence of the first paragraph is revised as follows o
reflect the current SamTrans bas service on Alpine Foad:

In addition eee three local San Mateo County Transit Distmict (SamTrans) bus lines {School-Day Only Bus
Foutes 85. 86 and 87 operates on Alpine Foad in the project ares, and there are bicycles lanes on both
sides of the roadway.

Section 2,18, Transportation/ Traffic, page 2-67, the fifth sentence of the first paragraph is revised as follows to
reflect the segment of Alpine Fioad that has four lanes:

Local access to the site from Alpine Foad, generally a two-lane, undivided roadway (except on the sezment
within the I-280 / Alpine Bosd interchanze where it is 8 four-lane. divided rosdway) that extend: from it
intersection at Sand Hill Fead in the City of Menlo Park (and becomes Santa Cmz Avenne) to the north to
ifs dead end north of the Coal Cresk Open Presarve, in unincorporated San Mateo County to the souath.

Sectiom 2. 16, Transportation Traffic, pages 2-6% o 2-70, Minganon Measore TEA-1 is revised in response to
Comments B-146, E-20, and B-4 as follows:

AMifization AMeasure TRA-1: The County shall require the constmiction conTactor(s) to prapars and
implement a fraffic control plan to reduce waffic impacts on the roadways at and near the work sites, as well
as to reduce potential traffic safety hazards and encure adequate access for emergency responders and
constmuction vehicles, as appropriate. The County and constmiction coniractor(s) shall coordinate
development and implementaton of this plan with the Town of Portola Walley, City of Menlo Park, and
Calirans, as appropriate. To the extent applicable, the waffic conirol plan shall conform to the California
Mammal on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCLDY), Part & (Temporary Traffic Confrol) {Calrans,
2012b). The waffic conirol plan shall include, but not be limited to, the following elements:



Adpire: Ricesd Trall Improvemens
Reanonse o Commens

* Ciroulation a#sd-detatr plans fo minimize impacts on local read ciroulation during sesd-asd lane
closures. Flazgers and/or signage shall be nsed to guide vehicles through andior around the
COnSTUCHon zone.

. Identifying tack rontes designated by the County. Hanl rowtes that minimize ouck traffic on local
roadways shall be utilized to the extent possibla.

# Sufficient staging areas for frucks accessing constmcton zones to minimize disuption of access to
adjacent public right-of-ways.
* Conmolling and monitoring consiruction vehicle movement through the enforcement of standard

constuction specifications by on-site inspectors.
. Scheduling tmack tmips outside the peak morning and evening commmnte hours to the extent possibla.
# Limiting the duration of sead and lane closures to the extent possible.

. Constucton activities that may encroach on bicycle routes or nmlti-use paths, advance warning signs
{e.g., “Bicycles May Use Foll Lane™ 5Sizn B4-11 of the 2012 California Mamal oo Uniform Traffic
Control Devices “Biceclicts Allcored Tleg of Bull Lans™ apdior “Charg the Boad™) shall be posted that
indicate the presence of such users.

* Implemeanting roadside safery protocols. Advance “Fooad Work Ahead” warning and speed control
signs (including those informing drivers of State legislated double fines for speed infractions in a
constuction zone) shall be posted to reduce speeds and provide safe waffic fow through the work
ZOne.

* Coordinating construction adminisirators of pelice and fire stations (including all fire protection
agencies), and recreational facility managers. Operators shall be notified in advance of the tming,
location, and duration of constroction activities and the locations of detours and lane clasares, where

applicable.

* Bepaining and restoring affected roadway rights-of-way to their original condition after consmaction
15 completed.

* Advance waming sisns (22, “CAUTION: Walkway Clased Abead™. “CATUTION:

Pedestmians/Bicyclists to Shars Bike Lane™. or “SCATTION: Bicvclists Must Slow Doam When

Pedesimians are Pressnt™ shall be posted. and. as necessary and as roved by Calirans and the

Counnty. 3 flagger shall be made available in advance of (sonth of) the shared bike lane o ensure safe
zags by sirians and bicyclists arpund the Site 1.

Section 2.18, Mandatory Findings of Significance, page 2-7%, the frst paragraph is revised as follows:

utility lines located along sections of Alpine Foad from the mtersectl.un ufhatdmrst .-"n BIe fo
approximately 150 feet north of Hillbrook Dinive. As ps : z al maints
County is in the process of ceordinatings the removal of & fa]]en free near Site 2 A.lr.h ﬂ:I.E Cu:-lmt'.'
waiting to receive informal approvals from the USFWS and NOAA S Stanford University wonld remove
the free prior fo constmuction of the proposed project Other than the Alpine Foad Undersrounding Project
and the above-descnibed maintenance work at Sife 2. there are no ongomg projects in the immediate project
vicimity and none are anticipated in the foresseable fumre (County of San Mateo, 2013).

BS



Apine Foad Trall Improsvements
Response bo Comments

Section 218, Mandatory Findings of Significance, page 2-80, the last row of the table summarizing responsible
apencies 15 revized m response to Comment B-17 as follows:

Orher: Streambed Alteration
Agreement notification from
Califomia Department of
Wildlife and Biclogical Opimion
from Mational Oceanic and

Atmospherc Administration
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Responss b Comment
Section 3, Summary of Mitization Measwres, page 3-2, Minigation Measure AES-1 15 deleted a5 follows:
MRigation Implemantation Monltoring and Wonftaring
Ne. Mitigation Meagurs Prosdurs Raparting Aotlons Recponclolty | MonRoring Soheduls
Besthatics
ARl | R Macun- AR TR Cont L s S D DR T | R, | Sk L) ER_U
S SRR | s 2-Durngconsiucion
T Y 1-Counbrdocumsis
R SR | S
o R L R L i S
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Section 3, Summary of Mifization Measures, page 3-7, Mitization Measure CUL-] is revised as follows:

Caltural Resources [candinued)

CUL-1 | Monitorig shal b required wiin Bie sstabllshed AZA (known ske boundaries

foond) | of CA-GRIA-233 and & S0t bufer i the nor and soulh and along the Alpine

Road Trall) as wel a5 for excambion greater than 1 feet deep wisin 100 fest of

o5 Trancos Cresk, The plan shail Include (bt not be limiied o) he folowing

BS3UBS:

¥ Tralning program for all consiruction and fisid workers mioived in e
disturbance;

Peruan(s) resporslbie for conducting menloring activities, incudng Mative
American monitors;

Parsan|s) responslbie for overseeing and dirscting S monitors;

Huiw the manfioring shal be conduct=d and the requirsd format and content
of minfoving repors;

Schedue for submitty of manioring reports and personds) respansie far
review and apmroval of monloring reparts;

Prolocol for motificatians In case of encountening of cubural resources, as wel
85 mefiods of dealng wii the sncouniersd resoumes (2.0, colection,
ldentification, curaion;

Masods 1o eresure securty of cultural resournes sites;

Proiocol for motifying local authorfties {[.e. Sheri¥, Palice) should ske kotng
and aiher legal activities oocur during canstruciion.

Ouring the course of fe consiruction monkorng, the archasolagist may adjust he
raquency—fom confnucus i imem fent—of B maonkorng based on Hie
condtiang and profescional judgment regarding the pabential io Impact resounes.
I archasoiogical matedals are encounisred, 3l soll dsturbing acihities within
50 fext in al dreciions of the find shall cease unti the resource |5 evalaied.
T archasiogical monar shall immediatety noty the County of San Mates of

the encountered archasalogical resource. The srchasnigical montor shall alse
notify the Cakrans Cukural Resources Studles Office (Disirct 4) at i510) 286-

§336 f archarsioical megurces are encountered wibin e Caitrans vht-gh
W3y The mankir shail, after making a reasonable afiord in assass B identty,
izgrty, and sigrificance of the encouniered archasciogical resource, present
the fndings of il assescment b Se County, In e event archasplogical
resOerces qualitying as eher hisioncal resources pursuant b CEGA Seclion
15084 5 or 35 unique sthaepiogical resources &5 defred by Public Resaurces
Code 21083.2 are encountend preservation I piace shal be e prefemed
manper of msgation.

f precervation In place 15 not feasible, the County of 2an Matea shall Implement
an Archaeoiogical Research Diesin and Treatment Pian (ARDTF). The project

amhasoiagist and the County of Gan Makso shal mee! o determing the scope
of this ARDTP. The ARDTF shal identfy how the proposed dats mcovery

prsgram woud praserve the signicant information the archasalogical resource
comtain, The ARCTP shall identify ihe scienEfichisione ressarch questions




Seciion 3, Summary of Mitization Measwres, page 3-14, Mitization Magsure TRA-] & revisad as follows:

Transpartation(Traffic {santinued)

Aipine Finad Trall Improvamens
Fesponss o Comments

TRA-A
[conk)

¥ Circuiabion aed-dudess plans b minimize Impacts on local read croukstion
furing scad-sad lame cosures. Flaggars and'or signage shal be wed i
Quide vehiches Simugh andior around the constnuciion zone.
¥ |denkfying ruck routes designated by the Counfy. Haul routes that minimize
fnack rafic on iocal roadways snal be utitzed to the extent possibie.
¥ Bufficiant staging arsas for tucks accessing consinuclion mnes ba minkmize
dlsrupfion of access to adjacent public right-otways.
# Controlling and monfiaring corstruction vehicle movement through the
enforcement of standard construciion specifications oy on-sfe Inspeciors.
Scheduling truck ips outside the paak momiRg and &vening commute Aours
o e exient possible.
Limiti the durabion of sea-and lans ciosunes to the evtent possie.
Consiruction activities that may encroach on DICycle roules of muB-use
paifis, advance waming signs (e.g., “BiCvcles av Use Fyull Lane®, Sign Ré-
11 o the 2012 Callfomiks Manul on Untom Traffic Gontrol Devices
s L e e e Ry
posted that indicate the prasence of such users,
Impiementing roadsids safety profocals. Advance "Road Work Abead®
warning and speed confrol sigrs induding those foming drivers of 3iate
leglsiabed double fines for speed Infractions In & conséruction zone) shall be
pust:db:-|redune spesds and provide safe raffic fiow through fhe wark zone,
Cooriinaling corsiruction adminisimbors of pollce and Sre stabions (inciuding
all fre protection agencies), and recreafional facllEy managers. penbors
shal be notified In advancs of the fiming, locafion, and duration of comsiruchion
activities and s kcaions of detours and lans closures, whare applicabl,
Fespalring and restoring affected roadway Aghts-of way b thelr criginal
condition after consinucBon [ campisted.
“CALTION: Fedesiians/Bicycists io Share Blie Lane” or TAUTICN:

and, a5 necessary and a3 approved by Cafirans and this County, a fiagoer

|4 [

aiallbe mads gvalable n agvange of (souih of the chared Bk Gne
Enure safe passage by pedestrans and bicjcists amund the S8 1.




EXHIBIT “B”

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
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