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To: Honorable Board of Supervisors

From: James C. Porter, Director of Public Works
 

 
Subject: Modifying the Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase II) 

Boundaries - (Fifth Avenue to MacArthur Avenue) 
[Project No. R8X02, Project File No. E4935]

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt a resolution: 

A) Modifying the boundaries

District (Phase II) from Fifth Avenue to MacArthur Avenue in the North Fair Oaks 

Area; and 

B) Authorizing the Director of Public Works to make minor adjustments if necessary 
to the Middlefield Road 
hereafter. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
On January 7, 1997, your Board adopted Resolution No. 060792 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase I) from Encina Avenue to Fifth 
Avenue and including portions of Sixth Avenue and Semicircular Road.
connection with road improvements, was completed in 2002. 
 
On November 5, 2002, your Board adopted Resolution No. 065657 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase II) from Fifth Avenue to MacArthur 
Avenue.  This Phase includes the len
Streetscape Project (Streetscape Project).
 
On October 22, 2013, your Board adopted Resolution No. 072853 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase III) on Middlefield Road from 
MacArthur Avenue to Flynn Avenue.  This Phase includes areas adjacent to the City of 
Redwood City (City) and provides continuity with the City’s underground project and is 
in the design phase. 
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Honorable Board of Supervisors 

James C. Porter, Director of Public Works 

Modifying the Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase II) 
(Fifth Avenue to MacArthur Avenue) - North Fair Oaks Area

[Project No. R8X02, Project File No. E4935] 

ies of the existing Middlefield Road Underground Utility 

from Fifth Avenue to MacArthur Avenue in the North Fair Oaks 

Authorizing the Director of Public Works to make minor adjustments if necessary 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase II) Boundary 

On January 7, 1997, your Board adopted Resolution No. 060792 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase I) from Encina Avenue to Fifth 
Avenue and including portions of Sixth Avenue and Semicircular Road.  This project, in 

ion with road improvements, was completed in 2002.  

On November 5, 2002, your Board adopted Resolution No. 065657 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase II) from Fifth Avenue to MacArthur 
Avenue.  This Phase includes the length of the Middlefield Road Improvement 
Streetscape Project (Streetscape Project). 

On October 22, 2013, your Board adopted Resolution No. 072853 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase III) on Middlefield Road from 

Avenue to Flynn Avenue.  This Phase includes areas adjacent to the City of 
Redwood City (City) and provides continuity with the City’s underground project and is 
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September 28, 2015 
November 17, 2015 

 
 

Modifying the Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase II) 
North Fair Oaks Area 

Underground Utility 

from Fifth Avenue to MacArthur Avenue in the North Fair Oaks 

Authorizing the Director of Public Works to make minor adjustments if necessary 
Underground Utility District (Phase II) Boundary 

On January 7, 1997, your Board adopted Resolution No. 060792 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase I) from Encina Avenue to Fifth 

This project, in 

On November 5, 2002, your Board adopted Resolution No. 065657 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase II) from Fifth Avenue to MacArthur 

gth of the Middlefield Road Improvement 

On October 22, 2013, your Board adopted Resolution No. 072853 establishing the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase III) on Middlefield Road from 

Avenue to Flynn Avenue.  This Phase includes areas adjacent to the City of 
Redwood City (City) and provides continuity with the City’s underground project and is 
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) was the lead agency for the Phase II 
underground project, including the design on the underground joint utility trenches.  
However, as part of the Streetscape Project, the County has taken the lead in designing 
the underground joint trenches in order to better coordinate the underground design 
with the proposed Streetscape Project design. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The Phase II undergrounding work includes the facilities of PG&E, AT&T, Comcast, and 
the Menlo Park Highway Lighting District, at a minimum.  During recent field reviews of 
the Phase II project limits by the County and affected utility companies, it was 
determined that the Phase II boundaries in specific locations along side streets to 
Middlefield Road must be modified.  The modifications will not visually affect the 
Middlefield Road corridor or the intent of placing the overhead wires underground along 
Middlefield Road.  The boundary modifications will provide the utility companies with the 
space required to place new poles (and associated anchors) outside of the boundaries 
for the underground wires from within the boundaries to surface and connect to.  
Additionally, the boundary modifications will allow some parcels that were originally 
included in the Phase II boundaries to be excluded and not be subject to the required 
conversion. 
 
The County Ordinance Code allows the Director of Public Works to issue exceptions for 
overhead facilities based on special conditions, however, PG&E has indicated that 
boundary modifications are required to be consistent with their business processes.  
PG&E has also indicated that they cannot begin designing the underground electrical 
system until the Phase II boundary modifications have been approved.  The Department 
is recommending that the Director of Public Works be authorized to make future minor 
adjustments to the Phase II boundary, if necessary, to accommodate constraints that 
may be discovered during the Streetscape Project design. 

 
County Counsel has reviewed and approved the resolution as to form. 
 
Approval of this action contributes to the Shared Vision 2025 outcome of a Livable 
Community by undergrounding overhead utility facilities to support livable connected 
communities. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is no impact to the General Fund. 
 
Attachment:   Exhibit “A” Map entitled “District Boundary Map (Phase II)” 

Exhibit “B” Legal Description entitled “Proposed Revised Boundary for the 
Middlefield Road Underground Utility District (Phase II)” 
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