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Stanford GUP Community Meeting – Public Comments  
11/29/17 – Oak Knoll Elementary  
 

Stanford General Use Permit Meeting 

Public Comments, questions, or concerns? 

 Stanford should take a leadership role and plan and enact a net reduction of car trips by 

2070 over the next 15 years. This is essential because traffic is already intolerable and all 

employers/entities [don’t] help. 

 How will Santa Clara County monitor and enforce construction mitigation requirements 

e.g., rotes for debris disposal. 

 Traffic on Alpine Rd has already reached gridlock conditions during rush hour which 

have extended to 2-3hrs. In between, 35 MPH speed limit is ignored by speeders. I am 

concerned that “peak” hour statistics do not correctly represent the traffic load 

changes. 

 Will any of the development be of the type that is exempt from property taxes since 

that impacts funding for organizations/schools? 

 Can San Mateo County enforce keeping construction traffic (large trucks, etc.) off Alpine 

Road?  Can San Mateo County extract funding for traffic and road improvements from 

Stanford as part of the process? The Alpine Rd. corridor is heavily impacted by Stanford 

expansion. Compare Stanford 2000 GUP “predictions” of traffic, etc. to what actually 

happened, hold them accountable for the discrepancies. Make the GUP realistic.  

 What analysis or evaluation has there been on the 2000 GUP? How accurate were the 

projection on traffic impact? We should re-evaluate the measurement tactics and 

metrics used to track impact. 

 What will be the impact on emergency services (police, fire, medical) when the 

anticipated increase in traffic kicks in? No new net trips during “Peak Hours” is 

unrealistic since the affected communities are impacted by the gross number of trips of 

all the support functions required by the planned expansion…and that all day long! 

 Big concern regarding pedestrian and bicycle safety crossing all 4 directions at Sandhill 

and Santa Cruz Ave. The present high level of traffic it is already very dangerous to cross 

in any direction. People making the left hand turns at high speed are blocked from 

seeing the cross walk by the big AT&T box, the k-rail wall and do not see the small 

flashing pedestrian signs across the wide intersection. We need large flashing pedestrian 

signs on both sides of each crossing. 

 My concern is that this development make sure all bike lanes are adequate at least 4-5 

ft. wide down Alpine Road. 

 Can part of mitigation for increased traffic include free shuttle to stop at Menlo 

Commons Hourly to take residents up and down Sand Hill and Santa Cruz (to get to 

Stanford hospital and Stanford shopping and Safeway/CVS) and downtown Menlo Park? 

Mitigate noise sound and air quality impact with sound walls and plants on Santa Cruz 
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Stanford GUP Community Meeting – Public Comments  
11/29/17 – Oak Knoll Elementary  
 

 Gross underestimation of traffic impact, gross underestimation of impact on local 

schools/hospital. Why does Stanford keep up this relentless expansion: focus on 

academics not monumental construction (I am an alumni; with all due respect cease this 

madness). Traffic congestion will prevent emergency vehicle access.  Groundwater 

recharge impacts are only superficially addressed. Need maps to illustrate table 3:2. 

Show Barn & Driving Range proposed development. 

 Please tell google maps to stop sending traffic to the “Waze parade”  

 Concerns are traffic, emergency responses. How will enforcement be done, like 

following through that things are done that they say will be done! 

 Facebook is a major expansion of the use of Menlo Park. Stanford Shopping Center, 

children hospital, and hospital expansion are setting a new “normal” as a base of traffic, 

housing, pollution, etc. That should be voiced as the new baseline for the new Stanford 

Project.  

 Build garage at the intersection of 280 and Sand Hill Road (Stanford build team) and 

extend measures to run a shuttle from there to the Campus. That can go a long wat to 

“solve” the Sand Hill Road traffic problem. 

 Credited by geographic region not by entire boundary. I need specific traffic mitigation 

for west Menlo Park.  Core campus growth and traffic demand impacts Santa Cruz and 

Alameda to Sand Hill. 

 Very concerned about the negative impact of increased traffic on the safety of our 

senior citizens who walk for exercise.   

 The current traffic on Sand Hill Road and Santa Cruz Avenue is already noxious in terms 

of gas emissions and noise pollution.  The research is clear in terms of car noise/traffic 

on physical and mental (chronic) health, specifically, hypertension, hearing loss, sleep 

disturbance, tinnitus (ear ringing), high stress levels which create cardiovascular disease, 

depression and anxiety.   

 The secondary negative effect of chronic noise pollution due to traffic reduces our 

quality of life, such as leisure time and socialization with neighbors outdoors, having to 

keep windows closed.   

 Extremely concerned about the future exponential increased traffic and its impact on 

children safety to and from school. 

 The air pollution’s negative impact on their physical health.   

 It appears that there is minimal structure in the process of informing Santa Clara and 

Stanford regarding our concerns.   

 How can we get Stanford to take seriously the impact of their development & controlled 

campus on the outer non-academic community?   

 Inadequate or inaccurate Stanford metrics on traffic. They do not measure impact on 

our community.  

 How do we help San Mateo County negotiate with Santa Clara County (regarding the 

proposed project)? 
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Stanford GUP Community Meeting – Public Comments  
11/29/17 – Oak Knoll Elementary  
 

 Concerned about unfounded impact on La Entrada School. 

 We need to be clear about the property tax that Stanford does not pay.   Taxes should 

be replaced by service fees.  

 No new net trips – magical thinking.   

 No taxes paid on construction, yet roads and infrastructure in San Mateo degraded. 

 Traffic study highly flawed. 

 Access for emergency vehicles impacted.  

 Truck routes disruptive.  

 Many many accidents not included in DEIR.   

 Is there any (one) entity that represents all the people affected by the extensions of 

Stanford?  

 With the new expansion on 101 and El Camino Real, the 4 major routes (Highway 101 

North/South bound; El Camino, Alameda and Hwy 280) are already as close to peak all 

day.   

 False sense of ‘progress’ but self-serving for Stanford.  San Mateo needs it’s own 

metrics.   

 Minimal communication between San Mateo County and Santa Clara County.  
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