RESOLUTION NO. .

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

*x % * * % *

RESOLUTION AFFIRMING A COMMITMENT TO ANTI-BULLYING VALUES AND
YOUTH BULLYING PREVENTION, AND DIRECTING SAN MATEO COUNTY
DEPARTMENTS AND EMPLOYEES TO IMPLEMENT ACTIONS THAT PROMOTE A
SAFE AND RESPECTFUL COMMUNITY FOR OUR YOUTH

RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of San Mateo, State of

California, that

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors is committed to fostering a safe, inclusive,

and respectful environment for all; and

WHEREAS, bullying undermines the dignity, sense of security, self-confidence,
and self-esteem of youth, impedes their full participation in educational or social

activities, and prevents them from achieving their maximum potential; and

WHEREAS, bullying is antithetical to the County's policy of mutual respect,
tolerance, and acceptance, and its mission to protect and advance the general welfare,

safety, and aspirations of its youth; and

WHEREAS, bullying can harm youth who are bullied as well as youth who bully

or witness bullying; and

WHEREAS, targeted youth report experiencing physical and mental health

problems, including depression, anxiety, and loneliness that can persist into adulthood,



and lead to poor academic performance, a lack of friends, substance abuse, or self-

harm; and

WHEREAS, youth who bully are often bullied themselves, can suffer from
mental health problems, and are at an increased risk of engaging in a wide range of

antisocial behavior when they are older; and

WHEREAS, bullying in any form—whether physical, verbal, emotional, or
cyber—undermines the health, safety, and well-being of our youth and the community as

a whole; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors recognizes the importance of proactively

addressing bullying through prevention, education, and appropriate intervention; and

WHEREAS, it is recommended that this Board affirm its commitment to
promoting values of respect, kindness, and inclusion in all local government operations

and interactions involving youth.

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors,
County of San Mateo, State of California, hereby declares that bullying youth in any form
is unacceptable and will not be tolerated in our community. The Board affirms its
commitment to fostering an environment where every individual is treated with dignity
and respect, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religion, ability, or

any other characteristic.

The Board encourages County departments and employees to regularly

evaluate the effectiveness of youth bullying prevention efforts and to recommend and



implement improvements as necessary. This includes seeking input from community
members, experts, and stakeholders to ensure that County programs and services

remain responsive to the needs of the youth in our community.

The Board recognizes that addressing youth bullying requires a collaborative
effort. Accordingly, the Board encourages partnerships with schools, businesses,
nonprofit organizations, faith-based groups, and other community members to create a

united front against youth bullying and to promote a culture of respect and inclusion.



