COUNTY OF SAN MATEO
PARKS COMMISSION

District 1: Jorge Laguna
District 2: Heather Green
District 3: Neil Merrilees
District 4: Meda O. Okelo
District 5: Basem Manneh

Board Chambers
400 County Center, 1st Fl.
Redwood City, CA 94063
www.smcgov.org

AGENDA
Virtual Meeting

Thursday, June 2, 2022

4:00 PM

***BY VIDEOCONFERENCE ONLY***
This meeting of Parks and Recreation Commission will be held by teleconference only pursuant
to Government Code Section 54953(e). No physical location will be available for the meeting. However,
members of the public will be able to participate in the meeting remotely via the Zoom platform.
For remote public participation instructions, please refer to the end of the agenda.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The June 2, 2022 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting may be accessed through Zoom online at
https://smcgov.zoom.us/j/93645617362 The meeting ID is: 936 4561 7362. The meeting may also be
accessed via telephone by dialing 1-669-900-6833, (Local). Enter the meeting ID: 936 4561 7362, then press
#.
Written public comments may be emailed to parksandrecreation@smcgov.org and should include the
specific agenda item on which you are commenting or note that your comment concerns an item that
is not on the agenda or is on the consent agenda.
Spoken public comments will also be accepted during the meeting through Zoom.
Please see instructions for written and spoken public comments at the end of this agenda.
ADA REQUESTS
Individuals who require special assistance or a disability related modification or accommodation
to
participate in this meeting, or who have a disability and wish to request an alternative format for
the meeting, should contact Janneth Lujan, Acting Clerk of the Commission, by 10:00 a.m. on the day
before the meeting at parksandrecreation@smcgov.org . Notification in advance of the meeting will
enable the County to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting, the materials
related to it, and your ability to comment.

1. Pledge of Allegiance
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2. Roll Call
3. Resolution Authorizing Virtual Commission Meeting
3.1 Adopt a resolution finding that, as a result of the continuing COVID-19 pandemic state
of emergency declared by Governor Newsom, meeting in person would present imminent
risks to the health or safety of attendees.

4. Public Comment
This item is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any Parks-related matters that are not
otherwise on this meeting agenda.
As with all public comment speakers are customarily limited to two minutes.

5. Action to Set the Agenda
6. Parks Foundation Executive Director's Report
7. Department Update
8. Parks Commission Subcommittees and Work Plan Assignments
8.1 Identify and assign subcommittees and determine the relevant goals and objectives that each
subcommittee or Commissioner will be responsible for accomplishing.

9. Realize Flood Park Project Update

10. Items for Future Agenda
11. Adjournment
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County of San Mateo Parks and Recreation Commission
Jorge Laguna, District 1 (Chair) │ Heather Green, District 2 │ Neil Merrilees,
District 3 │ Meda O. Okelo, District 4 (Vice-Chair) │ Basem Manneh, District 5 │
County of San Mateo Parks Department
Nicholas J. Calderon, Parks Director

Instructions for Public Comment During Videoconference Meetings
During videoconference meetings of the Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting, members
the public may address the Parks and Recreation Commission members as follows:

of

*Written Comments:
Written public comments may be emailed in advance of the meeting. Please read the following instructions
carefully:
1. Your written comment should be emailed to parksandrecreation@smcgov.org
2. Your email should include the specific agenda item on which you are commenting, or note that your
comment concerns an item that is not on the agenda or is on the consent agenda.
3. Members of the public are limited to one comment per agenda item.
4. The length of the emailed comment should be commensurate with the two minutes customarily allowed
for verbal comments, which is approximately 250-300 words.
5. If your emailed comment is received at least 24 hours prior to the meeting, it will be provided to
the
Parks and Recreation Commission members and made publicly available on the Parks and Recreation
Commission website along with the agenda. We cannot guarantee that e -mails received less than
24 hours before the meeting will be read during the meeting but such emails will still be included in
the administrative record of the meeting.
*Spoken Comments:
Spoken public comments will be accepted during the meeting through Zoom. Please read the following
instructions carefully:
1. The June 2, 2022 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting may be accessed through Zoom
online at https://smcgov.zoom.us/j/93645617362 The meeting ID is: 936 4561 7362. The meeting may also
be accessed via telephone by dialing 1-669-900-6833, (Local). Enter the meeting ID: 936 4561 7362, then
press #.
2. You may download the Zoom client or connect to the meeting using an internet browser. If using
your browser, make sure you are using a current, up -to-date browser: Chrome 30+, Firefox 27+,
Microsoft Edge 12+, Safari 7+. Certain functionality may be disabled in older browsers including
Internet Explorer.
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3. You will be asked to enter an email address and name. We request that you identify yourself by name
as this will be visible online and will be used to notify you that it is your turn to speak.
4. When the Parks and Recreation Commission Clerk calls for the item on which you wish to speak,
click on “raise hand.” The Clerk will activate and unmute speakers in turn. Speakers will be notified
shortly before they are called to speak.
5. When called, please limit your remarks to the time limit allotted.
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To:

Parks and Recreation Commission

From:

Nicholas J. Calderon, Parks Director

Subject:

Resolution to make continuing findings related to continuing remote
meetings under Brown Act

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt a resolution finding that the COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency continues to
present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees and that it continues to
directly impact the ability of members of the Parks Commission to meet safely in
person.
BACKGROUND:
On June 11, 2021, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-08-21, which
rescinded his prior Executive Order N-29-20 and which waived, through September 30,
2021, certain provisions of the Brown Act relating to teleconferences/remote meetings
by local agency bodies. The Executive Order waived, among other things, the
provisions of the Brown Act that otherwise required the physical presence of members
of local agency bodies or other personnel in a particular location as a condition of
participation or as a quorum for a public meeting.
If the waivers set forth in the Executive Order were to fully sunset on October 1, 2021,
and absent any further State action, local agency bodies subject to the Brown Act would
be required to fully comply with the Brown Act’s meeting requirements as they existed
prior to March 2020, including the requirement that the public be afforded physical
access to all teleconference locations from which board members were participating.
On September 16, 2021, the Governor signed Assembly Bill (AB) 361, a bill that came
into effect immediately and that codifies certain of the teleconference procedures that
local agencies have adopted in response to the Governor’s Brown Act-related Executive
Orders. Specifically, AB 361 allows a local agency to continue to use teleconferencing
under the same basic rules as provided in the Executive Orders as long as there is a
proclaimed state of emergency, in combination with either (1) local health official
recommendations for social distancing or (2) findings adopted by majority vote of the
local agency legislative body that meeting in person would present imminent risks to the
health or safety of meeting attendees.
AB 361 also requires that, if the state of emergency lasts for more than 30 days, the
local agency legislative body must make findings every 30 days to continue using the
bill’s exemption to the otherwise-applicable Brown Act teleconferencing rules.
Specifically, the legislative body must reconsider the circumstances of the state of

emergency and find that the state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability
of members of the local agency legislative body to meet safely in person.
As noted above, under AB 361, local agency bodies were required to return to in-person
meetings on October 1, 2021, unless they chose to continue with fully teleconferenced
meetings and made the prescribed findings related to the existing state of emergency.
At its meeting of May 5, 2022, the Parks Commission adopted a resolution wherein the
Parks Commission found, among other things, that as a result of the continuing
COVID-19 state of emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the
health or safety of attendees.
The May 5, 2022 resolution also directed staff to bring an item to the Parks
Commission prior to its next meeting to consider making the findings required by AB
361 in order to continue meeting under its provisions.
DISCUSSION:
If the Parks Commission desires to continue meeting remotely pursuant to the
provisions of AB 361, the Commission must reconsider the circumstances of the state of
emergency. As described at length below, the circumstances remain materially similar
to those in existence on May 5, 2022, when the Parks Commission authorized its
previous AB 361 resolution.
As noted at that time, the County’s high vaccination rate, successfully implemented
local health measures (such as indoor masking), and best practices by the public (such
as voluntary social distancing) have proven effective, in combination, at controlling the
local spread of COVID-19.
However, the California Department of Public Health and the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention have cautioned that the Delta variant of COVID-19,
currently the dominant strain in the country, is more transmissible than prior variants of
the virus, that it may cause more severe illness, and that even fully vaccinated
individuals can spread the virus to others, resulting in rapid and alarming rates of
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/variants/delta-variant.html).
Reducing the circumstances under which people come into close contact remains a vital
component of the County’s COVID-19 response strategy. While local agency public
meetings are an essential government function, the last 18 months have proven that
holding such meetings in person is often not essential.
The Parks Commission previously found, and it remains the case, that public meetings
pose high risks for COVID-19 spread for several reasons. These meetings may bring
together people from throughout a geographic region, increasing the opportunity for

COVID-19 transmission. Further, the open nature of public meetings makes it is difficult
to enforce compliance with vaccination, physical distancing, masking, cough and
sneeze etiquette, or other safety measures. Moreover, some of the safety measures
used by private businesses to control these risks may be less effective for public
agencies.
These factors combine to continue to directly impact the ability of members of the Parks
Commission to meet safely in person and to make in-person public meetings imminently
risky to health and safety.
We therefore recommend that the Parks Commission adopt findings to confirm that the
Parks Commission has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency
caused by the spread of COVID-19; that the state of emergency caused by the spread
of COVID-19 continues to directly impact the ability of members of the Parks
Commission to meet safely in person; and that conducting in-person meetings at the
present time would present an imminent risk to the health and safety of attendees.
A resolution to that effect and directing staff to return prior to the Parks Commission’s
next meeting to afford the Parks Commission the opportunity to reconsider such
findings, is included herewith.
It should be noted that the County’s Board of Supervisors has continued to make similar
findings, and has specifically encouraged other County bodies to consider making
similar findings and continue to meet remotely.
FISCAL IMPACT:
None

RESOLUTION NO.
RESOLUTION FINDING THAT THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC STATE OF EMERGENCY
CONTINUES TO PRESENT IMMINENT RISKS TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF
ATTENDEES AND THAT IT CONTINUES TO DIRECTLY IMPACT THE ABILITY OF
MEMBERS OF THE PARKS COMMISSION TO MEET SAFELY IN PERSON
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, the Governor proclaimed pursuant to his
authority under the California Emergency Services Act, California Government Code
section 8625, that a state of emergency exists with regard to a novel coronavirus (a
disease now known as COVID-19); and
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N29-20 that suspended the teleconferencing rules set forth in the California Open
Meeting law, Government Code section 54950 et seq. (the “Brown Act”), provided
certain requirements were met and followed; and

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2021, the Governor issued Executive Order N-08-21,
which extended certain provisions of Executive Order N-29-20 that waive otherwiseapplicable Brown Act requirements related to remote/teleconference meetings by local
agency legislative bodies through September 30, 2021; and

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed AB 361, which
provides that a local agency legislative body may continue to meet remotely without
complying with otherwise-applicable requirements in the Brown Act related to
remote/teleconference meetings by local agency legislative bodies, provided that a state
of emergency has been declared and the legislative body determines that meeting in
person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees, and provided

that the legislative body continues to make such findings during the term of the declared
state of emergency; and
WHEREAS, California Department of Public Health (“CDPH”) and the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) caution that the Delta variant of
COVID-19, currently the dominant strain of COVID-19 in the country, is more
transmissible than prior variants of the virus, may cause more severe illness, and that
even fully vaccinated individuals can spread the virus to others resulting in rapid and
alarming rates of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/delta-variant.html); and
WHEREAS, the CDC has established a “Community Transmission” metric with
4 tiers designed to reflect a community’s COVID-19 case rate and percent positivity;
and
WHEREAS, the County of San Mateo currently has a Community Transmission
metric of “low”; and
WHEREAS, the County of San Mateo’s Board of Supervisors continues to
adopt findings pursuant to AB 361 and strongly encourages other County legislative
bodies to consider making similar findings to continue meeting remotely through
teleconferencing; and
WHEREAS, at its meeting of May 5, 2022, this Parks Commission adopted, by
unanimous vote, a resolution wherein this Parks Commission found, inter alia, that as a
result of the continuing COVID-19 state of emergency, meeting in person would present
imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees; and

WHEREAS, this Parks Commission has not met after the 30-day validity
of the May 5, 2022 resolution to continue to meet virtually; and
WHEREAS, this Parks Commission has reconsidered the circumstances of the
state of emergency and finds that the state of emergency continues to impact the ability
of members of the Parks Commission to meet in person because there is a continuing
threat of COVID-19 to the community, and because Parks Commission meetings have
characteristics that give rise to risks to health and safety of meeting participants (such
as the increased mixing associated with bringing together people from across the
community, the need to enable those who are immunocompromised or unvaccinated to
be able to safely continue to participate fully in public governmental meetings, and the
challenges with fully ascertaining and ensuring compliance with vaccination and other
safety recommendations at such meetings)
WHEREAS, the Parks Commission has an important governmental interest in
protecting the health, safety and welfare of those who participate in its meetings; and
WHEREAS, in the interest of public health and safety, as affected by the state
of emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19, the San Mateo County Parks and
Recreation Commission finds that this state of emergency continues to directly impact
the ability of members of this Parks Commission to meet safely in person and that
meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees,
and the Parks Commission will therefore invoke the provisions of AB 361 related to
teleconferencing for meetings of the Parks Commission.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY DETERMINED AND ORDERED that
1. The recitals set forth above are true and correct.
2. This Parks Commission has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of
emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19.
3. This Parks Commission finds that the state of emergency caused by the
spread of COVID-19 continues to directly impact the ability of members of
the Parks Commission to meet safely in person.
4. The Parks Commission further finds that meeting in person would present
imminent risks to the health or safety of meeting attendees and directs staff
to continue to agendize public meetings of the Parks Commission only as
online teleconference meetings.
5. Staff is directed to return prior to the next Parks Commission meeting to
consider making the findings required by AB 361 in order to continue
meeting under its provisions.
6. Staff is directed to take such other necessary or appropriate actions to
implement the intent and purposes of this resolution.
* * * * * *

DEPARTMENT UDATE
San Mateo County Parks Commission
June 2022
Visitor Services
Q1 Visitor Data
In Quarter 1 of 2022 (Jan-Mar), the San Mateo County Parks Department served
approximately 670,477 visitors. While data indicates that the most visited parks in the
system include the Crystal Springs Regional Trail (199,668 visitors), Fitzgerald Marine
Reserve (83,221 visitors), and San Pedro Valley Park (76,097 visitors), it is of note that
the trail counters on the Bay Trail through the Coyote Point Recreation Area are not
capturing all users because of the detour necessitated by the City of San Mateo’s levee
project. When the detour is removed, trail counts will more accurately reflect park
usage. Historically, Crystal Spring Regional Trail and Coyote Point Recreation Area are
the two most visited units in the San Mateo County Parks System. Raw visitor data is
included in this report as Attachment 1.
Interpretive Events
The Interpretive Program hosted seven events in May, including a composting
workshop, Take A Hike, Movie Night, Travonde Presentation, Science in Nature
program, Tidepooling event, and Virtual Food Web program. The details of each event
are included in this report as Attachment 2.
Memorial Park Restroom and Shower Building
Phase 2 of the Memorial Park Restroom and Shower Building Replacement Project was
completed during the week of May 23. The six new facilities, situated in the
campgrounds and day use area of the park, were completed in time for use during
Memorial Day weekend which is the official kick-off to camping season. Each facility is
gender neutral, utilizes high efficiency fixtures, is fully accessible, and is designed to
withstand the harsh elements in Memorial Park. The project is forecasted to be
completed within its budget, which is $3,838,556.
Quarry Park Pump Track
The San Mateo County Parks Department contracted with American Ramp Company
(“ARC”) to construct the Quarry Park Pump Track. ARC commenced construction on
May 2, and is anticipated to complete the project in July. The department is working
with several partners to plan a ribbon cutting event for this new and much anticipated
community amenity.
Facilities and infrastructure
Multi-Modal Trail
The Multi-Modal Trail is a multi-use trail that will traverse from Coronado Street in El
Granada south to the Countyline with the City of Half Moon Bay. The trail was designed
1

to enhance regional bike and pedestrian mobility and provide residents and visitors with
a safe and effective way to avoid highway congestion. The project was conceptualized
in the Highway 1 Safety and Mobility Improvement Study, which was prepared by the
department. There will be a ribbon cutting on June 2 at 11am. Once constructed, the
Parks Department will be responsible for maintenance and management of the trail.
Sawyer Camp Trail
A project to repave the trail surface and replace culverts along 3-miles of Sawyer Camp
Trail is scheduled to commence on June 15. This project will improve the integrity,
longevity, and enjoyment of the trail, improve drainage, and reduce flooding issues that
have been experienced in recent winters.
Natural Resource Management
Wildfire Mitigation
On May 16, a 19-acre shaded fuel break project along the eastern and southeastern
boundary of Edgewood County Park and Natural Preserve commenced. This project will
thin understory vegetation, small diameter trees, and ladder fuels within 100-feet of the
park boundary and will remove hazardous and dead trees within 200-feet of the park
boundary.
Beginning the week of June 6, the department and the San Mateo Resource
Conservation District (RCD) will commence a project at Quarry Park that is scoped to
reduce the threat of wildfire to neighboring communities by treating up to 100 acres of
dense fire fuels, including shrubs, small diameter trees, and hazardous trees, and by
creating a network of shaded fuel breaks along park fire roads and multi-use trails. This
work is funded through a $1,142,000 grant award to the RCD from the State Coastal
Conservancy.
Both projects will mitigate the threat of wildfire to nearby residents by reducing fuel
loads, improving access and/or evacuation routes, and improving the ability for
emergency responders to contain and suppress fire. Small diameter trees and low
growing vegetation in the understory will be removed to reduce the risk of ground fire
spreading to taller trees. The number of mature hazardous or dead trees that contribute
to canopy density will also be reduced.
CALFIRE Grant
In May, the Parks Department was awarded a $300,000 grant from CALFIRE for
hazardous fuels reduction and control of invasive vegetation within Quarry Park, and to
remove large logs within an existing fuel break to improve access for future fuel
reduction efforts. No schedule has been developed for completion of the work.
Pescadero County Park Climate and Habitat Resiliency Plan
The Natural Resource Management Division is currently working with our forestry
consultants, Auten Resource Consulting to develop a Climate and Habitat Resiliency
Plan for Pescadero Creek County Park. A draft plan is anticipated in June. The plan will
2

provide the department with an actionable strategy to promote the presence and
enhancement of native species, forest habitat, and ecosystems in the park to be more
resilient in the face of disturbance and climate change.
Other Department updates
Evan Cole was appointed as the Department’s Natural Resource Manager in May. Evan
has worked with the Department since 2020 as a Natural Resource Specialist and has
been a huge asset to the Department. Evan holds a Bachelor of Environmental Studies
from the University of California Santa Barbara, and a Master of Environmental
Management & Ecology from the University of San Francisco, and has worked as a
biologist, researcher, and environmental program manager for various public, private,
and non-profit agencies
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Attachment 1
Site
Coyote Point Recreation Area

Jan

Feb

Mar

3 Month Totals

9,308

9,110

12,161

30,579

70,083

64,505

65,080

199,668

Edgewood Park

9,533

12,259

13,485

35,277

Flood Park

4,035

5,573

3,896

13,504

805

1,036

1,160

3,001

12,050

10,963

7,029

30,042

South County Trails

5,276

4,120

4,152

13,548

Wunderlich Park

4,089

4,470

3,996

12,555

Sam McDonald Park

2,631

2,690

2,495

7,816

870

954

978

2,802

Memorial Park

9,063

8,188

12,952

30,203

Cowell Purisima Trail

4,969

6,472

3,418

14,859

Devil's Slide Trail

7,891

6,708

7,023

21,622

32,569

27,886

22,766

83,221

Mirada Surf

1,065

1,252

1,127

3,444

Pillar Point Bluff

6,177

6,343

6,949

19,469

Quarry Park

1,186

1,352

10,630

13,168

24,089

23,525

28,483

76,097

Junipero Serra Park

4,750

5,412

5,485

15,647

San Bruno Mountain

16,074

13,458

14,423

43,955

226,513 216,276 227,688

670,477

Crystal Springs Trail

Friendship Park
Huddart Park

Pescadero Creek County Park

Fitzgerald Marine Reserve

San Pedro Valley Park
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Attachment 2

Event
Composting Workshop

Date

Location
Friendship Park

Attendees
12

Edgewood

20

Take A Hike

May 2
May 7

Movie Night: Croods 2

May 14

Coyote Point

Travonde Presentation

May 18
May 19

Online Program

80
15

Friendship Park

7

May 21

Fitzgerald Marine
Reserve
Hatch Elementary

14

Science in Nature
Program
Tidepooling Group
(Spanish)- Puente
Virtual Food Web
Program

18

May 27
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Commission Subcommittees
Commissioner Priority Work Areas & Activities
Chair Laguna
Action 1.2.1: Monitoring and review of fuel reduction efforts
Action 1.2.6: Improve and drive diversity, equity and inclusion programs
Action 4.2.2: Representation in local/regional parks efforts including Bay Area Ridge Trail and 30 by 30 for San
Mateo County
Commissioner Green
Objective 1.2: Promote Parks programs and efforts that promote the health, well-being, and safety of County
residents, as well as equitable and diverse access to the County parks
Goal 5: Increase transparency and visibility of County Parks plans and initiatives
Commissioner Merrilees
Goal 4: Strengthen partnerships with local and regional organizations to increase visibility, provide equitable
utilization and improve access to county parks
Action 4.2.2. Ensure representation in cross jurisdictional parks and continuity of trails in projects like Bay Area
Ridge Trail and local 30 by 30 initiatives.
Commissioner Manneh
Action 4.2.1 Establish relationships with local San Mateo County parks groups and attend relevant meetings,
communicate work being done by Commission and partner with groups to increase visibility and usage of parks
across San Mateo County
Commissioner Okelo
Subcommittee to Identify by the commission meeting of_________ all foundation events as well as the when
and where and provide recommendations to the commission as to which to attend.
Identify all local parks commissions, groups and agencies, provide a description as to who they are, when they
meet what projects of interest they are engaged in and who the contact persons are and present to the
commission by the commission meeting of_________ with a recommendation of which groups the commission
should be involved with and why.

Prior Subcommittees
Budget & Performance Subcommittee

Commissioner Green, Commissioner Okelo

Dog Management Subcommittee

Commissioner Merrilees

Planning & Projects Subcommittee

Commissioner Merrilees

Fish and Game Subcommittee

Commissioner Merrilees

Parks Naming Subcommittee

Commissioner Merrilees, Commissioner Okelo

Potential New Subcommittees
Fuel Reduction & Forest Health
Subcommittee
Equity, Inclusion, and Access
Subcommittee
Transparency & Visibility Subcommittee

Commissioner Laguna

Partnerships & Connections Subcommittee

Commissioner Laguna, Commissioner Merrilees, Commissioner
Okelo

Commissioner Laguna, Commissioner Green
Commissioner Green, Commissioner Manneh

Parks Commission Revised Goals & Objectives 5-5-2022
Goal
Goal 1
Advise and make recommendations to
the Board of Supervisors regarding the
management and operation of County
natural reserves, marine reserves, open
space areas, trails, parks and/or
recreation areas and facilities within
unincorporated San Mateo County (Bylaw
direction).

Objectives
1.1 Understand and support the Parks
Department's management and
operational priorities (e.g., major
maintenance, capital/infrastructure
improvements, resource protection,
and equity and accessibility/IDEA).

Action Items
1.1.1 Request and hear management and
operational priorities presentation, including
ways for the Commission and the public to
promote and support these priorities.
1.1.2 Contribute as helpful to strategic
planning and refinement of priorities for
future efforts.
1.1.3 Contribute as helpful on the alignment,
reporting, and measurement of current
Parks adopted performance measures to
demonstrate Parks' contribution to County
health, well-being, safety, and equitability.
1.1.5 Receive ongoing updates on county’s
Parks budget and how it is being deployed
against department objectives including any
gaps

1.2 Promote Parks programs and efforts
that promote the health, well-being,
and safety of County residents

1.2.1 Ongoing review of benchmarks and
current performance of fuel reduction and
other hazard mitigation plans, spend, and
programs that enhance public safety.
Support these programs as helpful and
provide recommendations to the Board of
Supervisors as necessary
1.2.2 Review updates on IDEA initiative,
interpretive strategic plan implementation,
visitor services, and equity; provide
recommendation to the board of supervisors
as needed.
1.2.3 Review programs that promote health
and well-being, including ways to promote,

support, and grow (if needed) those
programs; and Provide recommendations to
the Board of Supervisors as necessary
1.2.4 Appoint Commission liaison to the
Youth Commission (two-year term).

1.3 Support implementation of dog
management policy recommendations
1.4 Support feasible and strategic park
property acquisitions and open space
development

1.5 Develop and deliver Commission
updates and associated
recommendations to the Board

1.3.1 Participate in Dog Management
Committee.
1.4.1 Support Bay to Coast connection with
attendance at planning meetings, Committee
endorsements, etc.
1.4.2 Support Tunitas Creek Beach Park
development with attendance at planning
meetings, Committee endorsements, etc.

1.5.1 Draft and submit a presentation to the
Board of Supervisors in time to inform
budget decisions for the next cycle. The
presentation should both look back to
describe work accomplished and look
forward to describe work ahead.
1.5.2 Develop and submit an annual report
to the Board of Supervisors

1.6 Ensure equitable and diverse access
to county parks

1.6.1 Work with Parks Department staff to
develop a standard set of information
regarding populations served for
programmatic presentations.
1.6.2 Review updates on how the
Department focus on DEI is supporting
inclusive practices and championing the
principals of equity in tangible ways for park
users.

Goal 2
Adopt and forward to the Board of
supervisors recommendations regarding
fees to be charged for the use of the
areas noted in 1. (By law direction).
Goal 3
Advise the BOS regarding fish, game and
wildlife policies and programs, and make
recommendations to the BOS regarding
the expenditure of fish and game
propagation funds. (By law direction)

2.1 Develop Recommendations for a
comprehensive fee strategy for County
Parks uses

2.1.1 Support development of a feasible and
holistic fee strategy for approval by the
Commission and recommendation to the
Board

3.1 Ensure access to fish and game
propagation funds

3.1.1 Consider recommendation for
readoption of a Citizens Advisory Committee
regarding fish, game, and wildlife policies

Goal 4
Strengthen partnerships with local and
regional organizations to increase
visibility, provide equitable utilization and
improve access to county parks

4.1 Build stronger partnership between
the Commission and the Foundation

4.1.1 Support Parks Foundation with
attendance at events and promotion of
content for online/social media campaigns

4.2 Strengthen relationship between local, 4.2.1 Establish relationships with local San
regional parks commissions and groups
Mateo County parks groups and attend
relevant meetings, communicate work being
done by Commission and partner with
groups to increase visibility and usage of
parks across San Mateo County
4.2.2 Ensure representation in cross
jurisdictional parks and continuity of trails in
projects like Bay Area Ridge Trail and local
30 by 30 initiatives.

Goal 5
Increase transparency and visibility of
County Parks plans and initiatives.

5.1 Improve public access to commission
materials
5.2 Work with Department to ensure
items brought before the Commission
include sufficient data for informed
decision-making

5.1.1 Work with the Department on the
Commission web site to make all relevant
documentation publicly available and ensure
materials are published in a timely manner
5.2.1 Create schedule of park, budget and
initiative updates timed to provide feedback
prior to Board of Supervisors decision
making
5.2.2 Work with the Department to develop
consistent standards for monthly Parks

5.3 Ensure effective communication with
Board of Supervisors to successfully
advocate for Parks programs and
priorities

Department packages and updates
5.3.1 Explore assignment of Board liaison to
commission

Realize FLOOD PARK

Realize Flood Park
Community Survey
Thank you for participating in the Realize Flood Park project! This survey
will help the project team understand the community's preferences for
the design of the park. Please share this survey with your local neighbors
and visitors of Flood Park!
Please provide a little information about yourself.
1. What is your zip code?
2. What is your age range?
⃝
⃝
⃝
⃝
⃝

Under 18
18-25
26-45
46-65
65 or older

Want to take the
survey online?
Scan this code!

3. Do you have children living in your household?
⃝ Yes
⃝ No

4. Did you participate in the 2015-2020 Reimagine Flood Park planning process?
⃝ Yes
⃝ No

5. Did you attend the Realize Flood Park virtual community workshop on February 2, 2022?
⃝ Yes
⃝ No

6. How did you hear about this project?
7. Which of the park features are you or your family most excited about using?
(pick all that apply, options continue on next page)

□
□
□
□

Baseball/softball field
Multi-use sports fields (soccer, lacrosse,
frisbee, football, free play)
Tennis/pickleball Courts
Sand volleyball Courts

□
□
□
□
□

Bicycle pump track
Basketball court
All abilities playground
Adventure play area
Picnic areas
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□
□

New walking paths and exercise equipment
New adobe building to support community
events

□
□

Demonstration gardens
Natural areas

8. How often do you go to Flood Park?
⃝
⃝
⃝
⃝
⃝

Multiple times per week
1-2 times per month
Several times per year
Less than once a year
I’ve never been to Flood Park

9. Why will you most often visit Flood Park?
⃝ Exercise, be in nature, or enjoy the park alone
⃝ Gatherings with family or friends
⃝ Organized sports/athletic league events (little league baseball/softball, youth soccer, adult sport
leagues, etc.)
⃝ Informal or drop-in youth or adult sports (friends and family playing pickup games or practice)
⃝ Youth play areas (pump track, playgrounds, nature play areas)
⃝ Community events
⃝ Other

During development of the landscape plan the public expressed the need for more sports fields
for organized play and informal/drop-in play. To satisfy this need, the approved Flood Park
2020 Landscape Plan includes two multi-use sports fields. A large multi-use field is co-located
with the baseball field. A second and smaller multi-use sports field is also shown in the plan. To
help develop field options, please answer the following questions.
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10. Will you or your family use the multi-use sports fields? If no, skip to question 14. If yes, please
answer the following questions.
⃝ Yes
⃝ No

11. What sports would you or your family play on the multi-use sports fields?
(check all that apply)

□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Soccer
Lacrosse
Frisbee
Football
Baseball/softball
Pick-up/drop-in sport play
Other

12. How would you most often use the multi-use sports fields? (check one)

□
□
□
□

Organized/league play or practice (reserved)
Drop-in sports play with friends and family
Informal play during picnics/gatherings
Other

13. What size field would be most suitable for your sports? (check one)

□
□
□

Small (45x65 yards) for kids under 10, 7v7 soccer, skills building and informal games
Medium (50x100 yards) for kids under 14, 11v11 soccer, and league play
Large (80x120 yards) designed for high school aged kids and adult league play

14. Preserving the trees in Flood Park is an important goal of the project. What do you feel is
most important to support this goal? (check two)

□
□
□
□

Preservation of heritage trees
Preservation of the trees in the heart of the oak woodland
Planting of trees that increase habitat value for wildlife
Find balance between preserving native trees while allowing for more park uses

15. Will you or your family use the Flood Park picnic areas? If no, skip to question 18.
⃝ Yes
⃝ No
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16. How often do you come to Flood Park for picnics?
⃝ Once per year
⃝ Multiple times per year
⃝ I haven’t used the picnic areas before, but would like to in the future

17. What size picnic sites would you use most often?
⃝
⃝
⃝
⃝

Drop-in (2-20)
Small group (20-100)
Medium group (100-150)
Large group (150+)

18. Anything else you’d like to share?

19. Please enter your email address to receive regular updates about upcoming events and the
design process.

For more information about Realize Flood Park, including project history, 2020
Landscape Plan, and FAQs, visit: parks.smcgov.org/realize-flood-park
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What is your zip code?
Answered 782
Skipped 11
94025

413

94063

149

94061

58

94062

37

94303

20

94027

19

94403

9

94301

7

94402

6

94070

5

94028

4

94002

4

94024

3

94401

3

94066

3

94404

2

95054

2

94536

2

94015

2

94080

2

94306

2

95035

1

95667

1

95121

1

94122

1

94110

1

94010

1

95111

1

94038

1

95127

1

94040

1

99080

1

94065

1

94601

1

94041

1

95037

1

94043

1

95117

1

94044

1

95125

1

94086

1

95129

1

94603

1

95946

1

94702

1

94001

1

94928

1

94093

1

95014

1

94112

1

95025

1

What is your age range?

Age Group

65 or older (161)

20%

46-65 (337)

43%

26-45 (247)

31%

18-25 (27)

3%

Under 18 (19)

2%
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Percentage of Respondents

50%

Do you have children living in your
household?

37%

Yes (496)
No (287)
63%

Percentage of Respondents

Did you participate in the 2015-2020
Reimagine Flood Park planning process?
100%
85%
80%
60%
40%
20%

15%

0%
Yes (117)

No (673)

Percentage of Respondents

Did you attend the Realize Flood Park
virtual community workshop on
February 2, 2022?
100%

88%

80%
60%
40%
20%

12%

0%
Yes (94)

No (695)

Which of the park features are you or your family most excited about using?
Percentage of Respondents

70%

63%

60%

60%
50%
41%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

37%

34%

32%

28%

27%

23%

22%

18%

18%

18%

How often do you go to Flood Park?
4%

Several times per year (301)
13%

1-2 times per month (192)
39%

Multiple times per week (151)

19%

Less than once a year (100)
25%

I’ve never been to Flood Park (31)

Why will you most often visit Flood Park?
6%

Exercise, be in nature, or enjoy the park alone (290)

7%

Gatherings with family or friends (214)
7%
31%

Youth play areas (133)
Organized sports/athletic league events (115)

12%

Other (70)
14%

23%

Informal or drop-in youth or adult sports (68)
Community events (53)

Note: Some respondents selected more than one option. Percentages are based on the total number of responses submitted.

Will you or your family use the
multi-use sports fields?

46%
54%

Yes (350)
No (414)

Percentage of Respondents

What sports would you or your family play on the multi-use
sports fields?
70%

61%

60%
50%

41%

40%

38%
27%

30%

18%

20%

17%
9%

10%
0%
Soccer (220)

Baseball/softball Pick-up/drop-in
(146)
(137)

Frisbee (96)

Football (66)

Lacrosse (62)

Other (34)

How would you most often use the multiuse sports fields?
2%
Drop-in sports play (156)
26%

37%

Organized/league play (145)

Informal play (111)
34%

Other (9)
Note: Some respondents selected more than one option. Percentages are based on the total number of responses submitted.

What size field would be most suitable for
your sports?
Percentage of Respondents

60%
50%

45%

40%

35%

30%
20%

19%

10%
0%
Small (45x65 yards) (73)

Medium (50x100 yards) (133)

Large (80x120 yards) (171)

Note: Some respondents selected more than one option. Percentages are based on the total number of responses submitted.

Which do you feel is most important? (select two)

Preservation of heritage trees (461)
22%
31%

Preservation of the trees in the heart of
the oak woodland (397)
Planting of trees that increase habitat
value for wildlife (294)

20%
27%

Find balance between preserving
native trees while allowing for more
park uses (333)

Note: Some respondents selected more than two options. Percentages are based on the total number of responses submitted.

Will you or your famiy use the Flood Park
picnic areas?

17%

Yes (624)
No (131)
83%

How often do you come to Flood Park for
picnics?
Once per year (157)
20%

25%

Multiple times per year (344)

55%

I haven’t used the picnic areas before, but
would like to in the future (128)

What size picnic sites would you use most
often?

Percentage of Respondents

70%

67%

60%
50%
40%
30%
23%
20%
7%

10%

4%

0%
Drop-in
2-20 people
(429)

Small group
20-100 people
(147)

Medium group
100-150 people
(44)

Large group
150+ people
(24)

Note: Some respondents selected more than one option. Percentages are based on the total number of responses submitted.

WHAT WE’VE HEARD FROM THE COMMUNITY

Over the past four months, the San Mateo County Parks Department and the design
team have hosted a series of workshops, community events, and working group
meetings as well as opened an online public survey to gather input on the 2020 Flood
Park Landscape Plan and inform its refinement. Almost 800 people responded to the
online survey, and several hundred provided feedback during the first Realize Flood
Park workshop (2/2/22) and subsequent community events at Casa Circulo Cultural in
North Fair Oaks (3/12/22) and a Movie Night at the park (3/26/22). The design team
compiled and analyzed the feedback received during community events and through the
survey responses and synthesized the following key findings and themes.
•

•

•

•

Flood Park is a place to be in nature, exercise, and gather with friends and family
Most respondents are excited about increased opportunity for physical activity, connecting
with nature and being with family and friends.

The trees of Flood Park are part of our heritage and our future
Most respondents indicated that preservation of heritage trees and trees in the heart of the
oak woodland is a priority. The trees that make Flood Park so special are a treasure to
preserve and a resource to cultivate.

Flexible space for field sports is in high demand
46% of respondents indicated that they or their family would use the multi-use sport fields,
of those 86% live in households with children. This represents significant demand for multiuse fields, especially among families with children.
Let’s play - Soccer and Baseball
Among those who want to use the sports fields, 61% are interested in soccer and 41% are
interested in baseball. In addition, there is a clear desire for space to play frisbee (27%),
football (18%) and lacrosse (17%). This suggests that flexibility for diverse athletic
opportunities is important to the community.

•

•

•

•

•

•

I want to drop-in and play with my friends
63% of those who would use the sports fields indicated that they are interested in using the
multi-use sport fields for drop-in play or informal play, which requires open and flexible
field space.
The size and flexibility of fields is important
Respondents indicated that various field sizes are desired suggesting that flexibility in field
configuration and use is critical to meeting community needs.
Court sports and the pump track invite diversity
27% of survey respondents expressed an interest in using the tennis/pickleball courts.
Approximately 20% of respondents are excited about using the basketball courts, sand
volleyball courts, and the pump track. These facilities will ensure that the park meets the
diverse and multi-generational interests of the community.

Flood Park should include spaces for people of all abilities to play
37% of survey respondents are excited about an all-abilities play space and 32% are excited
about an adventure play area. Looking toward the future suggests the need for multigenerational play spaces that invite people of all-abilities and ages to play together.

Let’s Picnic
Over 80% of respondents indicated that they would use the picnic areas. Most respondents
are interested in small to medium gatherings with 2 – 50 people. The revised landscape plan
will preserve existing reservation and drop-in picnic site quantity and capacity.
Gardens can bring us together
28% of respondents expressed an interest in demonstration gardens. This suggests a strong
link between stewardship and community that can become places of sharing and learning.

FLOOD PARK-UPDATED LANDSCAPE PLAN
1 DROP-OFF/ARRIVAL
2 FOCAL ELEMENT
3 GATHERING PLAZA
4 PRESERVED ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
5 AMPHITHEATER
6 ALL ABILITIES PLAY AREA

8

7 ADVENTURE PLAY

21

18

8 SEATING

315’ OUTFIELD

9 BALLFIELD/MULTI-USE SPORT FIELD

18

10 MULTI-USE SPORT FIELD
11 BASKETBALL

BASEBALL/
SOFTBALL

8

12 TENNIS/PICKLEBALL

14

13 SAND VOLLEYBALL
14 PUMP TRACK

15

9

15 TRAIL W EXERCISE STATION

LARGE
MULTI-USE FIELD
110 x 70 yards

20

16 RESERVABLE PICNIC AREA

10

17 RENOVATED OAK PICNIC AREA

SMALL
MULTI-USE FIELD
85 x 70 yards

16

18 DEMONSTRATION GARDENS
19 RESTROOMS
20 EXISTING PARKING LOT

8

21 NEW PARKING

19

1

EXISTING TREES

8

6

16

PROPOSED TREES

16
12

2

Linear promenade not shown in plans to avoid additional
tree removals.

5

19

3

16

11

16
7

15

19

4
13

17

16

18
16

18
15
18

18

FLOOD PARK-TREE PRESERVATION
Legend
Heritage
Significant Native Oak
Other Native Oak
Significant Native (Non-Oak)

TREE PRESERVATION:
Compared with the 2020 landscape plan and
tree removals in the EIR the updated plan would
preserve:

28 Significant Trees (12” DBH or greater)
Native Oak Trees: +18
Native Trees (non-oak): +5
Non-Native Trees: +5

Significant Non-Native

Projected Tree Removals associated
with the updated plan include:

Other Non-Native

(0) Heritage Trees

Proposed tree removal

21 Significant Trees (12” DBH or greater)
(5) Significant Oak Trees
(0) Significant Native Trees (non-oak)
(16) Significant Non-Native Trees

Other Native (Non-Oak)

Trees being preserved from
2020 Plan

43 Other Trees (less than 12”)
(5) Native Oak Trees
(0) Native Trees (non-oak)
(38) Non-Native Trees

TOTAL TREES TO BE REMOVED: 64
Note: There are an additional 32 trees that need to be
removed due to poor health and condition. Removal
of these trees is unrelated to the Realize Flood Park
Project. These tree removals are included in the
diagram.

