COU NTY OF SAN MATEO District 1: Paul Faklis County Center

District 2: Arnout ter Schure 455 County Center, 4th FI.
PARKS COM MISSION District 3: Irma Rodriguez Mitton Redwood City, CA 94063
District 4: Brooks Esser Www.smcgov.org

District 5: Basem Manneh

AGENDA

Hybrid Meeting Thursday, October 1, 2026 3:30 PM

*** IN-PERSON WITH REMOTE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AVAILABLE***
This meeting of the San Mateo County Parks Commission will be held in Room 101 at 455 County
Center, 1st floor, Redwood City, CA, 94063. Members of the public will be able to participate in the
meeting in person in Redwood City or remotely via the Zoom platform. Remote public participation is
encouraged. For information regarding how to participate in the meeting, either in person or remotely,
please refer to the instructions at the end of the agenda. A video recording of the meeting will be
posted online on the Parks Department website following the meeting.

Representing the people of San Mateo County and in their interest, the Parks
Commission acts as an advisory body to the Board of Supervisors on matters related to
open space, parks and recreation, the fish and game fund, and providing a public and
transparent forum on items agendized for its consideration in coordination with the
County Parks Department.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The October 1, 2026 Parks Commission meeting may be accessed through Zoom online at
https://smcgov.zoom.us/j/84624086385. The webinar ID is: 846 2408 6385. The October 1, 2026 Parks
Commission meeting may also be accessed via telephone by dialing +1 669 900 6833 (Local). Enter
the Webinar ID: 846 2408 6385, then press #. Members of the public can also attend this meeting
physically in Room 101, 455 County Center, 1st floor, Redwood City. Virtual public participation is
encouraged, due to the small size of the meeting room.

Written public comments may be emailed to parksandrecreation@smcgov.org and should indicate the
specific agenda item on which you are commenting or note that your comment concerns an
item that is not on the agenda or is on the consent agenda.

Spoken public comments will be accepted during the meeting in person or remotely through Zoom at
the option of the speaker. Public comments in person will be taken first, followed by speakers on Zoom.

Please see instructions for written and spoken public comments at the end of this agenda.


http://www.smcgov.org/
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ADA REQUEST

Individuals who require special assistance or a disability related modification or accommodation to
participate in this meeting, or who have a disability and wish to request an alternative format for the
meeting, should contact the Parks Department by 10:00 a.m. on the day before the meeting at
parksandrecreation@smcgov.org. Notification in advance of the meeting will enable the County to
make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting, the materials related to it, and
your ability to comment.

1. Pledge of Allegiance
2. Roll Call

3. Public Comment
This item is reserved for persons wishing to address the Commission on any Parks-

related matters that are not otherwise on this meeting agenda.

As with all public comment, members of the public who wish to address the Commission should
complete a speaker’s slip to make a public comment in person. Speakers are customarily limited to
two minutes.

4. Action to Set the Agenda and approve the September 3, 2026 meeting minutes

5. Reports and Presentations
5.1 Presentation: Junior Ranger youth participant
Alex Seeber, Liaison for Commission on Disabilities, and her daughter will present on their
experiences with the Junior Ranger program.
5.2 Report: SMC Parks Foundation

6. Regular Agenda

6.1 County of San Mateo Commission connections
Discussion of Workplan goal for each Commissioner to choose one peer commission with which
to connect.

6.2 Parks logo
Introduction of the new Parks logo.

6.3 Midcoast Multi-Modal Trail (ACTION)
Chanda Singh, Senior Planner for the Planning and Building Department, to present on the
project’s progress and a grant opportunity to support future improvements. Commissioners to
vote on a letter in support of the grant application.

7. Commissioner Updates
7.1 Commissioner report on information items, subcommittee, or project updates

8. Items for a Future Agenda
e Impacts of VLF Funding Shortfall - Commission support of County efforts

9. Adjournment
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County of San Mateo Parks and Recreation Commission
Paul Faklis, District 1| Arnout ter Schure, District 2 | Irma Rodriguez Mitton, District 3 (Chair) |
Brooks Esser (Vice-Chair), District 4 | Basem Manneh, District 5

County of San Mateo Parks Department
Hannah Ormshaw, Parks Director
Scott Lombardi, Parks Superintendent
Tracy Nappi, Administrative Assistant |
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Instructions for Public Comment During In Person and Remote Participation Meetings

During meetings of the Parks and Recreation Commission, members of the public may address the
Parks and Recreation Commission members as follows:

*Written Comments:

Written public comments may be emailed in advance of the meeting. Please read the following
instructions carefully:

1. Your written comment should be emailed to parksandrecreation@smcgov.org

2. Your email should include the specific agenda item on which you are commenting or note that your
comment concerns an item that is not on the agenda or is on the consent agenda.

3. Members of the public are limited to one comment per agenda item.

4. The length of the emailed comment should be commensurate with the two minutes customarily
allowed for verbal comments, which is approximately 250-300 words.

5. If your emailed comment is received at least 24 hours prior to the meeting, it will be provided to the
Parks and Recreation Commission members and made publicly available on the Parks and Recreation
Commission website along with the agenda. We cannot guarantee that e-mails received less than 24
hours before the meeting will be read during the meeting, but such emails will still be included in the
administrative record of the meeting.

*Spoken Comments:

In person Participation:

1. If you wish to speak to the Commission, please fill out a speaker’s slip. If you have anything that you
wish distributed to the Commission and included in the official record, please hand it to the staff
person for the Parks Department who will distribute the information to the Commission members
and staff.
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October 1, 2026

Sue-Ellen Atkinson

Manager, Planning and Fund Management
San Mateo County Transportation Authority
166 N. Rollins Road

Millbrae, CA 94030

RE: San Mateo County Transportation Authority Cycle 8 Pedestrian and Bicycle Call for Projects —
County of San Mateo Application for Midcoast Multi-Modal Trail — Carlos Street Gap Closure

Dear Sue-Ellen Atkinson:

The San Mateo County Parks Commission (Commission) advises the San Mateo County Board of
Supervisors on matters regarding the management and operation of County recreation, open
space, marine reserves, parks and trails in unincorporated San Mateo County. The Commission
strongly supports the County’s grant application to the San Mateo County Transportation
Authority Cycle 8 Pedestrian and Bicycle Call for Projects for the Midcoast Multi-Modal Trail —
Carlos Street Gap Closure Project (Project).

The Midcoast Multi-modal Trail (Trail) is a planned six-mile Class 1 path on the east side of State
Route 1 from the unincorporated community of Montara in the north to the City of Half Moon Bay
in the south. The proposed Project will complete a Trail gap in Moss Beach on Carlos Street from
State Route 1 to Etheldore Street. In this area, the Trail shares an alignment with the Ohlone-
Portola Heritage Trail, a planned 90-mile trail route between Ohlone villages that the Gaspar de
Portola expedition took through San Mateo County. The Heritage Trail aims to tell the history of the
Ohlone people who lived in the area and were instrumental in supporting the 1769 Portola
Expedition. The Parks Department completed the Heritage Trail Feasibility Study in 2019 and
actively works with partners to implement findings. Most recently, the Parks Department
completed the installation of new markers on Sawyer Camp Trail.

The proposed Project will support an important transportation and recreational purpose by
connecting residents and visitors within Moss Beach and to neighboring Montara, in addition to
supporting connections to resources including the Fitzgerald Marine Reserve, Moss Beach Park,
and Point Montara Lighthouse. If this Project is awarded funds, the Commission looks forward to
serving in an advisory capacity for future project milestones as needed. We encourage favorable
consideration to this application.

Sincerely,

Irma Rodriguez Mitton, Chair
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MINUTES

In-Person Only Thursday, September 3, 2026 3:30 PM

*** IN-PERSON ONLY***

This meeting of the San Mateo County Parks Commission will be held at Don Horsley Park at
Tunitas Creek Beach, 20775 Cabrillo Hwy S, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019. Members of the public

will be able to participate in the meeting in person at Don Horsley Park.

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Roll Call
Present: Chair Rodriguez Mitton, Vice-Chair Esser, Commissioner Manneh, Commissioner Faklis
Absent: Commissioner ter Schure

3. Public Comment

4. Action to Set the Agenda and approve the August 6, 2026 meeting minutes
Motion to approve August 6, 2026 meeting minutes passes.

5. Reports and Presentations
5.1 Parks Department Report - Assistant Parks Director Hannah Ormshaw
Highlights include:

Review of visitor data from January to June 2026. The next Department Report in December
will include visitor data trends over the past 3 years.

Summerfest: A Community Celebration took place at Coyote Point Recreation Area on
August 15. Over 3000 people attended this free festival which included giant kites, train
rides, community resource booths, performances, and arts and crafts.

Fallfest will take place at Flood Park on September 19 from 11am to 2pm.

Revitalize Coyote Point — Magic Mountain Playground: the playground will close on
September 14, 2026 to begin demolition and construction. It is scheduled to be completed by
February/March 2027. Inclement weather and/or equipment delivery delays could impact the
schedule. Funding for this project has been allocated from Measure K and a federal grant.
Realize Flood Park: Custom shade sails have been ordered for the playground, and will take
approximately 4 months to manufacture, with an anticipated installation date of December
2026.

Parkwide Paving Program: Starting September 15, the main access roads and parking lots
will be paved (resurfaced) at Junipero Serra Park. Work is expected to be completed in
November 2026. The Park will remain open, but with limited capacity.

The Forest Health and Fuel Reduction project at Pescadero Creek Park will continue for
another 2 years. Approximately 60 acres have been treated so far, with the contractor
completing about one acre per day; the full project comprises 541 acres. Work cannot occur
during inclement weather. Trail closures are posted on the website.

Wildfire mitigation: A goat grazing program was used at San Pedro Valley Park, Quarry Park,
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and Edgewood Park this summer for fuel reduction.

Questions:

Chair Rodriguez Mitton — inquiring about Park preparation for inclement weather. Rangers
inspect culverts, trails, and roads prior to winter. Hazard tree inspections are also done.
Commissioner Faklis — inquired if applying for FEMA Disaster Relief Funding was an option if
extensive weather damage occurs. Parks has applied for this in the past, particularly
following the 2022/23 winter storms.

6. Regular Agenda
6.1 Final approval of 2026-2027 Parks Commission Workplan (ACTION)
Motion to approve the final workplan with additions made at the August 6 Commission meeting
passes.

6.2 Tour of Don Horsley Park at Tunitas Creek Beach
The tour started and ended at the overlooks adjacent to the parking lot. Highlights include:

Ohlone-Portola Heritage Trail: A State historic landmark and two interpretive panels highlight
the role of the Ramaytush Ohlone in guiding the 1769 expedition led by Gaspar de Portola.
Schilling Trail: This trail located at the top of the parking lot is one of two ways to access the
beach.

Throughout the parking lot, all utility wires have been relocated underground to maximize the
views.

This park includes a section of the CA Coastal Trail.

Bike repair station located at the top of the parking lot, where many bikers enter from the
highway.

A meandering ADA accessible path takes you from the parking lot to the mid-bluff area.
Amenities at the mid-bluff include restrooms, Ranger Station, amphitheater, picnic area, and
interpretive panels.

All sites are drop-in, not reservable.

Inquiries about events at this site need to go through the Parks Special Events process.

The beach includes snowy plover habitat. The ideal nesting habitat has been roped off for
protection, since this species nests on top of the exposed sand. Parks has not observed
breeding or nesting pairs since monitoring started around 2017. However, snowy plovers are
frequently seen at the beach.

7. Commissioner Reports
Commissioner reports on information items, subcommittee, or project updates

Commissioner Esser: Attended North Fair Oaks Community Council Meeting and plugged
the opening of Don Horsley County Park; plans on attending Fallfest.

Commissioner Faklis: Received a Wildfire Risk Reduction Qualification as an Arborist.
Recommends it to Parks personnel.

Commissioner Manneh: Attended Summerfest and was excited by the community turnout.
Chair Rodriguez Mitton: Attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony at Don Horsley Park, and
signed up for the Memorial Park Forest Bathing program to be hosted by SMC Parks
Foundation.

8. Items for a Future Agenda
¢ Impacts of VLF Funding Shortfall - Commission support of County efforts

9. Adjournment
Adjourned at 5:10pm.
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