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Reliance on State Authorities Creating a Public Safety Bottleneck

● Lack of Clear Statutes: With no comprehensive statewide law specifically 
regulating or banning Kratom and 7-OH, County authorities operate in a 
frustrating legal gray area. Due to a lack of state legislation, local jurisdictions 
are unable to act decisively on their own, and local health and law 
enforcement are left to rely on state agencies for assistance.

● Improvised Oversight: As of early 2026, California escalated its enforcement 
against Kratom—particularly products containing the highly concentrated 
compound 7-hydroxymitragynine (7-OH). Rather than waiting for new 
statewide laws to pass, the state is using existing food and drug safety laws 
to try to remove these products from retail shelves. Local agencies can report 
non-compliant stores to the state for heavy enforcement, but the state has 
stated that it must triage resources.



The Ultimate Cost: An Unacceptable Public Health Risk
● Slow Response Times: Coordinating enforcement between state agencies 

and local county departments inevitably causes significant delays in 
oversight.

● Unregulated Shelves: During these administrative delays, unregulated 
products sit quietly in local retail shops and convenience stores.

● Public Health Threat: Customers face exposure to products with highly 
variable potencies, zero standardized manufacturing oversight, and 
well-documented links to severe addiction and overdose.

● In the future the State may pass legislation to carve out exceptions which will 
pre-empt the County Ordinance, if adopted. At that time the County 
Ordinance may be amended. But until that time, it is an unacceptable risk to 
the community, especially youth, to leave these products unregulated locally. 
This ordinance is a natural sister companion ordinance to the whip-it 
ordinance recently passed by the Board.
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