
TOP 10 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT THE E-BIKES AND E-
MOTORCYCLES:  

THE FIVE MINUTE VERSION



PEDAL-ASSIST
(Classes 1 and 3)

THROTTLE
(Class 2 and e-motos)



Class 2 Electric  Bicycles
(“E-bikes”)

750 watts / 20mph

Throttle-Activated



No. 1  

Motor capable of more than 20 mph (or larger than 750 
watts) = e-moto, not e-bike.



E-bike or Illegal Motorcycle?



https://www.goatpowerbikes.com/collecti
ons/all-products



https://www.goatpowerbikes.co
m/collections/all-
products/products/motor-goat



Amyet

Ariel Rider

Cycrun

E Ride Pro

Freego

Isinwheel

Jasion

Macfox

Movcan

P-51

RAEV Bullet

Ride1Up

Riding Times

Ridstar

Sedway

Super73

Tuttio

Zooz

Q life



No. 2  

Motorcycles require motorcycle license, DMV plates, 
insurance, motorcycle helmet, turn signals, etc. 



No. 3  

Most throttle devices at local schools are motorcycles.





No. 4  

Faster vehicles crash more often, with more serious injuries.

“Injury severity rises with the square of speed”



No. 5  

No medical study separates e-bikes and e-motos.  They treat 
both as e-bikes. 



No. 6  

According to medical studies, “e-bike” injuries are similiar to 
motorcycle accidents.  That’s because most so-called “e-

bikes” are e-motos. 



No. 7  

Experts now agree that the “e-bike” problem is 
an “e-moto” problem



Solutions

No. 8  

School/law enforcement partnership:  Ban throttle devices at 
schools and enforce existing laws against e-motos



No. 9  

State AG and County DAs: investigate and prosecute e-moto 
companies selling them as “e-bikes”



And prosecute parents for allowing their 
unlicensed children to operate illegal e-motos



No. 10  

Sacramento: focus on facilitating enforcement against e-
motos; resist “e-bike-lash” 

Assembly Transportation Committee analysis:  “passing legislation 
targeting electric bicycles is unlikely to address the problems 
caused by illegal devices.”



Examples of press stories attributing emoto 
accidents to ebikes   Half Moon Bay.  Orange 
County 
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