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Public hearing to consider amendment to the Planning and Building 

Department’s Planning Service Fee Schedule and Building Service Fee 

Schedule and County Fire Marshal Service Fee Schedule:

A) Open public hearing

B) Close public hearing

C) Adopt a resolution amending the Planning and Building 

Department Planning Service Fee Schedule, Building Service 

Fee Schedule, and County Fire Marshal Service Fee Schedule 

to be effective January 1, 2025, and authorizing the automatic 

annual adjustment of fees pursuant to increases in the 

Consumer Price Index. 

Recommendation



Background

• Under State law, County is authorized to charge service fees for 

land development and planning services, if fees align with 

estimated reasonable costs of providing the services.

• This fee study effort was prompted by Department’s Accela 

technology upgrade.

• Last comprehensive Planning Service Fee Schedule 

update approved by this Board in 2004.

• Last comprehensive Building Service Fee Schedule update 

approved by this Board in 2020.

• Last Fire Fee Schedule update approved by this Board in 2005.

• Since 2004, Consumer Price Index 12-month percentage change 

has increased by 56.1% (US Bureau of Labor Statistics).



Planning Service Fee Schedule

Improvements:

• Added fees for permitting services not included on current fee 

schedule.

• Eliminated fees for permits that are no longer processed.

• Simplified calculation of fees by shifting from per unit rates to fixed 

fees. 

• Ensure fees align with the current estimated reasonable cost to 

provide each service.



Planning Service 
Fee Schedule

Redesigned fee schedule for clarity and 
transparency:

• Created “Other Agency Review Fees” 
section.

• Created “Mitigation/Impact/Filing Fees” 
section.

• Clarified when Fire and Geotechnical 
review fees may apply.



Planning Service Fee Schedule

Methodology:

• Fees calculated based on the average planner staff time, 

administrative staff time, and any materials costs (eg newspaper 

advertisement, mailings) required to process each permit type.

• Staff reviewed other jurisdictions for comparability: Santa Clara, 

Marin, Contra Costa, and Sonoma Counties.

• Outliers or anomalies in proposed fees were adjusted as appropriate.



Planning Service Fee Schedule

Fiscal Impact:

• Proposed fee schedule ensures the department is able to cover actual 

costs associated with providing services to the public.

• Many Planning service fees increased, 14 decreased, 11 stayed the 

same.

• Average change across all planning permit fees = $532 (69% net 

average percent change over current fees).

• Overall revenue increased 36% when proposed fees were applied to 

2023 planning permits issued.



Building Service Fee Schedule 

General Plan Update Surcharge

• Shift current flat fee to the Building Service Fee Schedule and change amount to 

be 10% of building permit fees

• Covers maintenance and updates to the County’s General Plan and other 

documents that guide development and growth Countywide

• Ensures more fair and balanced distribution of the cost burden throughout the 

County and on projects that drive growth

• Applicable to residential and non-residential new and/or major additions, non-

residential changes of occupancy

• Not applicable to standalone minor permits (solar, plumbing, water heaters, 

kitchen remodels)



Building Service Fee Schedule 

• Adjusted all building fee schedule items by cumulative change in CPI since 2020

• To bring consistency with the planning service fee schedule:

o updated title and format of the building service fee schedule

o director authorized to waive up to 35% of building fees for projects 

undertaken by another public agency or community-based non-profit 

providing public benefit.

• For transparency, added “other agency fee” and “mitigation/impact fee” sections

• Property addressing changed to a flat fee (rather than hourly)



County Fire Marshal Service Fee Schedule

Background and Methodology

• Fee study conducted by Matrix Consulting Group to determine full 

cost to provide each service 

• Used “bottom up” approach to determine time spent per unit of 

fee activity for each position with any other material costs added

• Changing from current project valuation fee assessment to project 

type and square footage/unit fixture assessment



County Fire Marshal Service Fee Schedule

Notable Changes:

• Addition and expansion of fire 

system fees and separate 

categories for Plan Review and 

Inspection fees for transparency 

• Proposed fee differentiations 

based on new fire alarm systems 

versus existing systems

• New categories and fees added 

for solar systems and special 

event permits



Example County Fire Fee Comparison



Thank you
Any questions?



Example Planning Service Fee 

Comparisons

Proposed Fee Total: $9,114.55

Cost of Service Total: $10,523.87

Current Fee Total: $7,653.24



Example Planning Service Fee 

Comparisons

Proposed Fee Total: $7,913.16

Cost of Service Total: $10,347.18

Current Fee Total: $7,826.24



Example Planning Service Fee 

Comparisons

Proposed Fee Total: $17,131.75

Cost of Service Total: $22,839.42

Current Fee Total: $9,071.24



Example Planning Service Fee 

Comparisons

Proposed Fee Total: $17,131.75

Cost of Service Total: $19,642.50

Current Fee Total: $9,071.24



Example Planning Service Fee 

Comparisons

Proposed Fee Total: $4,550.75

Cost of Service Total: $4,667.32

Current Fee Total: $3,787.39



Example Planning Service Fee 

Comparisons

Proposed Fee Total: $6,945.51

Cost of Service Total: $7,403.16

Current Fee Total: $5,569.57



Example Planning Service Fee 

Comparisons

Proposed Fee Total: $14,663.58

Cost of Service Total: $15,041.89

Current Fee Total: $13,299.44



Example Planning Service Fee 

Comparisons

Proposed Fee Total: $5,744.30

Cost of Service Total: $5,817.07

Current Fee Total: $8,576.47
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